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TO LORD VISCOUNT MELVILLE, Etc. 



MY LORD, 

In dedicating this work to your Lordships I cannot 
le accused of adulation; for a work so small could 
not flatter even a mind totally unused to it. Neither 
can I be suspected of less luorthy motives^ as a de* 
dication which can confer no hrnxmr^ can expect no 
recompense. 

I have been induced to request the permission qfpre- 
fixing your Lordship's name hereto^ solely from the 
conviction that no man in Great Britain has paid so 
much attention to the affairs of the Cape, or has so 
intimate an dcquaintance with every subject relative 
to that Colony y as your Lordship. Should thefollow-' 
ing sheets not add to tliat stock . of information, I 
trusty at least, that they will not be found altogether 
barren of interest, and that should they fail to in- 
Struct, they may at least tend to amuse. 

lam, with great respect. 
Your .Lordship's 
Most obedient humble Servant, 
Amiic^^lic THE AUTHOR. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



IN presenting to the world a secoTid Edition of this little 
work, I have embraced the opportunity which it €iffhrded 
me, of rendering more complete the plan which I hadfor^ 
merlif marked out. With this view I have added a chapter 
on the Hottentot, without which every work relating to the 
Cape must be considered as imperfect, and likewise made 
those additions to the Journal of which it appeared to mc 
susceptible, 

I also take the opportunity of adverting to the various 
criticisms of which so small ti production has been deemed 
worthy, ^^fongst others, the cant of sentiment has been 
attributed^tjpfme, a cant which, notwithstanding the autho^ 
rify of Sterne, is to me still more tedious than that of cri^ 
ticism. On a sober review of the whole, however, I must 
allow that the chapter on the Lion Hills, and that on the 
Reed Valley are liable to this censure, but concerning all 
the rest, I plead " not guilty," and throw myseff^ on the 
judgment of the Public, 

R.S, . 

London^ Marcb^ 1805. 
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TO THE READER. 



JL HAVE often read^ and sometithed heard^ 
of the anxiety of an Author^ on the Publica^ 
tion of his Works, and now^ for the first 
time, experience that anxiety. I find, that 
however trifling be the production, and how- 
ever uninteresting it may prove to the public 
mind, the Author views it with a parent's 
partiality, and ushers it into hght with a 
parent's fears. The banding of his brain^ he 
fondly trusts, possesses some beauties never 
seen before ; some attractions which may keep 
it afloat amid the ever shifting tides of pub- 
lic favour. For my own part, I am not so 
sanguine. Should the following Sketches, 
" strut and fret their hour upon the stage, and 
then be heard no more," it will be all that can, 
or at least, all that ought to be expected. 

While sitting in my doset, full of hopes 
and fears on this subject, an intimate friend 
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Tl TO THE READER. 

entered, and demanded the cause of my pen- 
siveness. I told him my anxiety, and that 
moreover I was in want of a Preface, without 
which, I understood, no Book, however 

small, could appear. And is that all? said 

he, smiling, depend upon it, my Friend, there 
is nothing like putting a bold face upon the 
matter, and telling the world that you do not 
care one straw for their opinion. — So saying, 
he took the pen out of my hand, and dashing 
a large — ^P — by way of encouragement, gave 
it to me again. Accordingly, with a most 
fiercp countenance, as if I had been going to 
frighten every body into reading my Book, 
but, at the same time, with a palpitating heart 
I wrote the following 
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PREFACE- 

1 HAVE always been fond of walking— 
and lately^ very much so of solitary walking 
— It is such a healthy exercise : besides^ a 
man's legs seem almost to haye been made 
for the express purpose. — If there arc many 
Great People in the world who think dif- 
ferently, what business is it of mine ? 

But I wish not to quarrel with any class of 
men, especially in my Preface ; not even 
with those who are not fond of walking. But, 
kind Reader, be so good as to put on your 
boots — seat yourself down in your arm-chair, 
and take a walk with me. — ^If youdo not like 
the first walk, you need not take a second, 
but may go and ride with somebody else. 

But when I call you kind Reader, do not 
imagine that I want to coax you to read my 
Book. Indeed I look upon the words 
*^ Courteous Readers," '^ craves the indul- 
gence of a generous Public," and so forth^ 
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g PKEFACE. 

with which Prefaces generally abound, to be 
mere matter of course, ind matter of non- 
sense — ^for if the' Pablic fike the Book thoy 
»dll rtid it, and if they do nbt, they wffl 
let it alone*^and so there h an end of the 
inatter. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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WALKS AND SKETCHES. 



AT TBfi 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE- 

CHAPTER I. 
Cap£ Town. 

Sept. 5, 1300. 

(jrOING out this morning to take my usual 
walk^ I observed upon the top of the Lion^s 
Rump, a signal hoisted for a vessel from the 
north-west quarter, and when I had got out 
of town, could plainly discern a ship standing 
in for the Bay, and which was already past 
Roben Island. As I had for some time ex- 
pected one of my most intimate acquaintances 
from England, I was strongly impressed with 
the idea of his being on board ; having accord* 
ingly returned and dispatched the business of 
the morning, about mid-day I went again to 
the water side, whence I saw the ship just at 
that moment dropping anchor. Having step- 
ped into a boat, we pushed off, and to my 
great joy, before we reachied the side I heard 
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10 WALKS AND SKETCHED 

myself saluted by the well-known voice of my 
old schoolfellow, who was looking around hitxi 
at every object with the utmost curiosity.* A!^ 
I climbed the ship's side, he eagerly reached 
down his hand to grasp mine. Those who 
know what friendship is may judge of our 
satisfaction at seeing each other in good health* 
after a longer separation than we had ever be- 
fore experienced ; and those who do not, need 
read no farther. 

Some hours were spent in talking of ouf 
old acquaintances, in one last meal on ship*- 
board, a^d in preparations for going on shore: 

* In presentkg to the world a second and enlarged 
edition of diii little work» i embrace (lie c^portunity 
wkich it affords me of rciplyiag.to a question which my 
friends have repeatedly a&ked. *' Who was Charles of 
whotn you talk with sq. much warmth, and who la so 
constantly the companion of your walks i" 
', To this 1 ir^y, that in fact no friend evw accocn- 
panied. me in the «xcQrsioo» which I have particularly 
d^eribed* 1 thrioe ascended the Table Mountain alone ; 
aione I stood upon its highest pinnacle; alone I looked 
up to heaven, and felt my heart overflow with graii'- 
tnde. Yet the idea of a friend who is now dead was 
ever present with me, and I conceived myself perfectly 
at liberty to embody what I knovD would have been hifr 
thoughts, and h>» mode of expression had he indeed ac-^ 
companied me. Such was the origin of CharleSk 
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About six o'clock we left the ship ; the wind 
was lulled ; the water smooth and clear^ and 
reflecting a blue and unclouded sky; my 
friend had been for three months out of sight 
of land^ and of course the whole wag to him 
delightful and exhilarating in the highest 
degree. 

After looking for some time at our boat- 
men, who rose to every stroke of the oar and 
fell back on their seats alternately^ according 
to their custom, he cast his eyes towards the 
shore, and desired me to explain to him the 
various objects ixs they struck his attention. 
" I need not to be informed/' said he, ^^ tliat 
the range of wooden piles to which we arc 
approaching is the wharf; nor that yondo: 
square tower, with its blue slated pinnacle and 
a weathercock on the top is the churck 
steeple ; nor that yonder lofty mountaih, with 
its level summit is Table Mountain ; but I 
would know what large white building that 
.is away to the left so full of windows, and 
which bounds the town on that side." " These 
are the barracks^" replied I," and that walled- 
in spot which you may see not far from them, 
is the place of puiUic execution ; and close 
to. die water's edge yond^ is the prison, use^ 
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12 WALKS AND SKETCHES 

chiefly for slaves, and called here theTronk/' 
•' Stop, stop," said my friend, " I have been 
now for three months in a kind of prison my- 
self, and cannot bear to hear even the name 
of one, — and truly when I look at that neat 
town, the houses of which are mostly white, 
and which is so well sheltered by the sur- 
rounding hills ; when I behold the gardens 
which are spread along the foot of Table 
Mountain, and see around so many boats glid- 
ing through the water, I feel inclined to talk 
of any thing but prisons and places of exe- 
cution/* 

Mean time we approached the wharf, but 
not caring to stop there, our boatmen rowed 
us to the shore. Charles leaped first out of 
the boat^ and was almost ready to kiss the 
earth, so overjoyed was he to find it once 
more beneath his feet. " Hail Africa," said 
he, '^ for the first time my feet have touched 
thy ancient shores ; receive kindly, I beseech 
thee, a stranger who comes to pay thee a 
short and transient visit." Having thus said, 
he took me by the arm, and We proceeded 
upwards to the town, crossing the parade to- 
wards the Upper Fountain, where the slaves 
^ome to draw water« Having stopped a little 
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AT .TH£' CAPE OF GOOD ffOPE* 13 

to see them bustling and filing their water 
casks, I brought my friend to a house where 
a chamber was appropriated to him, and 
where having seen his baggage safe, I left 
him to enjoy a night's repose, and prepare 
for the exercise of the ensuing day. 

Calling on Charles next morning, I found 
him quietly reading in his apartment. " How 
then, Charles,'*' said I, " have you lost your 
relish for walking, of which you used to be so 
fond, that I find you in the house this fine 
morning ?" ^^ Not at all," said he, ^* not at all; 
on the contrary, I intend, if you will accom* 
pany me, to visit every creek and corner about 
the Cape, — to climb its highest hills and de-* 
sc«nd into its wildest and most solitary ca- 
verns ; in a word, I l^ave about a month to 
spend here, and of that, it shall be your fault 
if a d% is thrown away without my seeing 
something new," ^^ I will do my best, my 
' friend," said 1 5 " and, if you please, the 
first day or two shall be employed in viewing 
the town, which can, in that time, easily be 
done. We will then proceed to other ob-« 
jects." 

The following description may be consider* 
td as the fruit of our two days rambling. 
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I A WALKB AKD SKETCHES 

Gipe Town is, upon the whole^ neat and 
legularly built, the streets crowing each othet 
tt right angles, and the houses being mostly 
all white. It Ues at the foot of three hills; 
which surround and protect it on every side, 
except towards the bay, upon the edge of 
which it begins with clusters of low and poor 
fishermen's huts, which stand close to the 
water. The Lion Hill is a ridge of high 
ground, running from N.N.W. to S.S.E. 
and rising at the South East end into a co« 
pical precipice called the Lion's Head. It 
forms nearly a perpendicular with Table 
Mountain, to the west end of which it is 
joined by a ridge of ground of a gravelly na- 
ture. — ^Thc Table and Devil Hills, though un- 
der two names, may, in effect, be considered 
ais one ; they forming one great mass, and 
being only separated by a cleft at the iummit. 

It is principally at the foot, and along the 
first slope of the Lion Hill, that the town is 
built; Hottentot Square being considerably up 
the ascent, and the slope of the hill not being 
lost till you arrive at the street which runs in 
a straight line from the water side to. the gate 
of the Company's -garden, and forms in its 
course the western side of the Grand Parades 
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AT THB CATK OW GOOD HOPE* IS 

Thoogh the outlines 6f the town be irre* 
gakr^ the body of it may be considered a^ 
formings in its present state, an oblong, mea-- 
suring about 840 paces from the upper side of 
Hottentot Square to the barracks^ and $50 
finom the gate of the Company's-gardens to, 
the water side. The gardens which now 
bound part of the town towards Table HU1| 
ss likely in the course of time to form. th< 
center of Cape Town ; for as ever since iti 
foundation it has been going rapidly on in« 
creasing in size^ and is likely to increase Still 
more rapidly under its present possessors, it 
will doubtless, in time»- spread to. the Very 
foots^ and even some way up the ascent of 
all the surrounding hills, which inclosing it . 
like an amphitheatre on every side, it will form 
as singular and picturesque a spectacle as any 
city in the world. 

The principal public buildings of Cape 
Town \ are the two churches, the Stadt^ 
house^ the bairacks^ the lodge for the govern- 
ment slaves, and the prison. There is a 
steeple to the principal churdi, which formi 
the only object whidi overtops the rest, and 
is therefore conspiciaoas in all views '•f the 
town. The church itself is. neatj, but in n^ 
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l6 WALKS AND SKETCHES 

wise remarkable either for its elegance or de- 
fects. Instead of pews, the body of the church 
is filled with chairs, and the pillars are a- 
dorned with the escutcheons and arms of such 
men of "eminent families as have died at the 
Cape, mostly, if not all, in, the service of the 
company. Two wooden lions support a neat 
pulpit, upon which is carved an anchor, em- 
blematic at once of the hope of a Christian, 
and of the name of the colony. These lions 
gape and ^rin in a most formidable manner, 
and exhibit their teeth in the true Dutch taste; 
but the whole is not badly executed. The 
church is likewise furnished with a tolerable 
organ. 

The Lutheran chapel stands at the upp^ 
end of Strand-street, at the north-west en- 
trance of the town ; it is without a steeple, 
but is adorned externally with three or four 
chubby figures which seem to have perched 
themselves rather clumsily upon the rqof. 
An ostrich is carved out over the door ; and 
in the interior of the church the figure of this 
bird is thrice repeated: — once where with 
short outstretched wings it forms the reading 
deskil^he clerk ;-^upon the body of the puU 
pit ; and, lastly, above upon the sound board* 
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AT TH£ CAPE OF GOOD HOPS* 17 

The pulpit is supported in front by two well- 
carved Herculean figures, coloured to resem- 
ble bronze ; and the organ, which fronts it at 
the opposite end of the chapel, stands upon 
pillars stained in imitation of marble. The 
general internal structure of this chapel re- 
sembles that of most of the country churches 
in England, being an oblong divided by two 
rows of heavy arched pillars, running nearly 
the whole length of the building. The cen- 
tre division between the pillars forms the 
body of the church. Chairs are likewise used 
here instead of pews, a custom which has 
probably arisen from the scarcity of wood in 
this colony when at its first foundation every 
man provided his own seat. 

The Stadthouse is a clumsy building of 
red stone, in the market square^ about the 
center of the town. Here the burghers of 
the Cape assemble on particular occasions, 
though it be now but seldom used. It is orr 
namented with pilasters and a portico^ which 
may be. called the slaveys portico ; for here 
when unemployed, especially in rainy wea- 
ther, or towards the close of the summer 
evenings, they asjiemble together in groups, 
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flhd talk over the hards|iips of a life of 
slavery. 

Upon the eastern aide of the town stand 
the barracks^ a long white building with 
wings capable of holding three thousand men; 
It is in length about five hundred feet, and 
two hundred in depth, and being full of win* 
dows and Istanding detached, it cannot fail to 
strike the eye of a stranger from shipboard* 
The English have surrounded it with a wall; 
and made some other improvements. 

The lodge for the government-slaves is a 
large, plain^ oblong building, about eighty 
paces long, and twenty broad^ with an area 
in the center. It stands between the church 
and the Company's garden, and has nothing 
in its structure worthy of notice, being des- 
tined solely for the habitation of the slaves 
belonging to the government, they having 
been formerly in the service of the Dutch 
East India company. 

The last public building which we shall 
notice is the Tronk, or prison ; it stands by 
the water side, and is at once the Bridewell, 
the Old Bailey, the Newgate, and the Doc* 
tors Cprnmons of Cape-town ; here the trials 
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of life and death are held ; hither delinquent 
slaves arc sent to be corrected ; and here pri- 
soners are confined^ and are led thence to 
the place of execution. Its only ornament, 
is a small turret with a bell^ which seldom 
tolls but on the last of these melancholy oc- 
casions; The ofiice of the commissary of the 
Court of Marriages is likewise here^ and to 
which every person must apply for a permis- 
sion previous to marrying. Insomuch that 
whether a man be going to be married or to 
be hanged, he must first pay a visit to the 
Tronk. 

The Company's garden is situated six hun*-. 
dred paces from the water side ; dose bythe 
entrance is the town guard^house, the archi- 
tecture of which, and of the garden gate, is • 
in a purer taste than that of any other public 
building in the Cape. A walk ^ planted with 
oaks and hedges of tn)rrtle on each side, leads; 
from one end of the garden to the other, and. 
measures in length nearly one thousand paces. 
The whole is divided by rows of trees into 
square plots, between each of which is a< 
shady walk. At the upper end of the garden 
is a. walled-in spot, where formerly the me--^ 
<nagerie was kept^ consisting of such animals 
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20 WALKS AND SKETCHS9 

' peculiar to this colony as are deemed rare in 
Europe, but there are at present none kept 
here; and the place of course is inaneg<- 
kcted state. 

The garden forms the park of Cape 
Town, being much frequented by the inha- 
bitants, especially in the summer evenings, 
when the trees being full of leaves the shadi- 
ncss of the walks is agreeable. The gover- 
nor's hou^e stands half way up the garden. 

As to the streets^ those in the lower part of 
the town are well paved, ^ and kept in good 
order ; but those in the upper are, many of 
them, in a wretched condition ; without pave- 
ment, orworse than without, rugged portions 
of the rock appearing so plainly that the di- 
rection of the strata may be perceived. The 
English, however, who are every day improv- 
ing and beautifying the town, will, no doubt^ 
before long, cause all such defects to be rec- 
tified. The streets are not lighted at night^ 
j]or is there a foot pavement as in the English 
towns, this being in some measure prevented 
by the manner in which the houses are built 
with little terraces, or as they arc called here, 
stoops, which run the whole length of the 
house^ ai)d of which we shall speak hereafter*. 
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There are three squares in Cape Town ; 
Church Square, the Market Square, and Hot* 
tentot Square. The first is in the lower part 
of the town, so called from the church, the 
wall of which, together with the front of the 
government slave-lodge, forms nearly one side 
of the square. In laying the foundation of 
many of the houses in this square, especially 
those near the church, several tomb-stones 
with Portuguese inscriptions were dug up, 
and which probably covered the remains of 
the first European settlers at this celebrated 
point of Africa. 

The Market Sqyare is about the center of 
Cape Town, and is sometimes called Stadt- 
house Square, from the town house which 
stands here. The houses are mostly all shops, 
and it is likewise the great place of resort for 
the slaves, who assemble sometimes in such 
numbers as to fill great part of the square : 
here likewise is exposed to sale fruit of all 
kinds, besides ostrich eggs, feathers, and 
.other articles of African produce. 

Hottentot Square is built upon the slope of 
the Lion's Rump, insomuch that the upper 
side of the square is considerably more ele- 
vated than the opposite one. It is irregularly 
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built and not paved. The English have lately 
caused a well to be dug here, where, if thc^ 
lucteed in finding good water, the inhabit- 
ants in the upper prt of the town will be 
greatly benefited, having been formerly ob- 
liged to send down to the very lowest part 
for water. Hottentot Square is the place 
vhither come almost all the waggons of the 
cpuntry people, where they nmy be often 
acen drtiwn up side by side in ranks, with Hot- 
tentot servants, from the most distant part of 
the colony, and of the most lingular appear- 
ance, lying in them asleep, or basking about 
kk the sun. The upper side of this square 
may be considered as the western boundary* 
of the town. The parade, or as it is called 
by the Dutch, the Heere Graght, may be 
termed an open oblong, two sides of which, 
namely to the west and south, are regularly 
built, but open on the east end towards the 
castle, and irregularly built tov^^ards the water. 
The houses on the parade belong to the molt 
respectable inhabitants of the Cape. From 
it there is a clear view of the blue mountains 
of Hottentot Holland ; and since a great fine 
which took place here in Sept. 1798, and 
'consumed a long range of governnient stables^ 
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AT THB CAFE OP GOCTD HOl^tf^ 19 

tbe view is open towards the Bay, and the op^ 
posite hills. Tbe ope^ space is intersected 
with ditches, aiid on the west side are two 
square fountains, from which till lately all the 
water of the town was drawn* It does noc 
rise here, but is brought in pipes from the foots 
of Table Mountain to these fountains, from 
each of whose sides it issues in a perpetual 
^ream* This water in its quality is pore.and 
excellent, and free from all saline or miner4 
taste; an important circumstance, springs of 
perfectly fresh water being exceedingly scarce ' 
io all parts of the colony. 

The great road leading to the interior of the 
country, runs along one side of the parade 
and winds round the castle; not however 
without brtt^ng you close under the place of 
public execution, surrounded by a square waU^^ 
and where gibbets, wheels, and stakes of im^ 
palement are exposed to public view; objects 
over which English humanity and delicacy 
ought long before this period to have tbrowx^ 
a veiL We come lastly to the castle which 
xfiay be considered as a little town of itself* 
It stands close to the Bay, aaid its fortifications 
are in a pentagonal form. Within its walls- 
are almost all the public oS^ts. The Secre-- 
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44 WALKS ANU SKETCHES ' 

tary^s, the pay-master general's, the office of 
the Vice- chamber, the post office, &c. here 
also the courts of admiralty are held, and all 
the records and registers of the Colony kept ; 
in a^ word, considering that the whole public 
business of the country, circulates through 
the Castle, it may be considered as the heart 
of the colony. 

With respect to climate, that of the Cape 
is upon the whole exceedingly temperate and 
agreeable, but liable to sudden changes from 
heat to cold ; neither are there those gradual 
transitions from one season to another, that 
are experienced in Europe. The year is 
divided into two seasons by the periodical 
winds. In the summer from the mont^ Octo- 
ber to March the wind blows generally from 
the south east, and when it is violent brings 
along with it clouds of sand and dust, and 
forms the most disagreeable part of the cli- 
mate of the Cape. The air is filled with a 
fine dust which penetrates, and covers every 
thing, and which is carried off to sea in such 
quantities and with such violence, that it has 
been perceived on board of vessels many miles 
from the coast, and as hath been asserted, 
even out of sight of land. During the winter 
monsoon, on the contrary, north west winds 
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prevail, and bring in with them from the sea 
fogs and clouds and lightning and rain* 
The clouds are stopped and collected by the 
high hills of the Cape, before they break and 
descend in rain, and the rolling noise of the 
thunder, echoed and re-echoed by the sur- 
rounding hills is grand and awful. During 
the rains, the weather is sometiilies dold and 
chilly even to an Englishman, who looks in 
train for the cott^rts of an English fireside. 
To him the seasons here are reversed ; iii 
December^ oppres^d by the heat, h^ calls to 
remernbrance the Cool and shaded walks of 
his own country; whilst in July he has to 
regret the want of blazing fires, pleasing 
society, and those thousand other little cgth-^ 
forts which beguile the winter hour, and to 
which the blast that howls without serves only 
to add a double reUsh. 
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CHAPTER II. 
Thm Inhabitants. 

Redder^ qiti v/9ces jatn scit Paer> et pede cer^ 
Sijg^t hqpiom, gestit paribus colladere, et iram 
Colligit ac ponit tenaera, et mutatur in horas. 

Horace. 

X HJSBB is perhaps no set of people on the 
feceof theglobe^ whose character is more 
difficult to catch or td describe^ than ths^ pf 
the inhabitants of the Cape at the pre^^nt 
day. To draw the outlines of their lofty 
mountain, with its covering of clouds^ their 
Lion Hills, and their Bay, requires no* extia<»r* 
dinary pencil. But who shall hdd the mirror 
up to Nature, and shew the very body of the 
times its form and pressure, if that form bcL 
but indistinct and faintly marked ? As yet 
the people of the Cape are only about to 
assume a character. They are neither £ng« 
lish, nor French, nor Dutch. Nor do they 
form an original class as Africans, but a sin- 
gular mixture of all together, which has not 
as yet acquired a consistence, and is therefore 
almost impossible to be exactly represented. 
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A mikl climate, abundance of nourishment^ 
and a bappy political situation, haVe contri- 
buted to render the external appearance of the 
white inhabitants of the Cape pleasing and 
attractive. Their features are for the most 
part regular ; their hair and eyes light, and 
their complexion fair. This however is only 
to be unclerstood of such families as are aU 
most free from a mixture of colour ; I say al- 
most^ because such are the genial effects of 
the climate, or mode of living, that in many 
instances where the .colour is very perceptibk 
in the father or mother, no trace of it is to be 
found among the children of either sex. 

In raising their children there is little of 
that domestic education^ those maternal or 
paternal precepts which form the in&nt mind 
in England to habits of obedience, affection, 
and application, far beyond what is inculcated 
and learnt as a task at school. The child 
learns its lessons of Fretich or English, ac- 
cording to the disposition of the parents, 
scrawls a few lines with its school-fellows, 
and then returns home to mingle and converse 
with slaves. Seldom is a n>other heard to 
8ay> " My child you have li^d, why do you 
di^race yourself ? you have ^one amiss, why 
C 2 
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will you make your parents blush for you.?** 
On the contrary, by treating almost every 
thing, with indiiFerence, except when, undci' 
an occasional fit of peevishness or afFectioHy 
the parent imprints upon his child no fixedt 
rule of morality, but leaves it like himself to 
the dangerous and uncertain impulse of every 
passion which can agitate the human breast* 

Happily this indifference to good, this 
want of virtuous enthusiasm, extends its influ- 
ence towards the passions, and meliorates 
their violence, which would otherwise be ir- 
resistible. Flence if warm friendships be un- 
common or unknown, violent and open enmity 
is almost equally so : in its place is substitu- 
ted a cold rancour, which vents itself in ex- 
pressions of hatred and contempt, but does 
not excite to acts of violence or revenge. 
From this same indifference it happens, that 
most domestic quarrels have their set and fixed 
remedies provided by the laws. If a husband 
and wife disagree, it is easy to separate. If a 
young man disobeys his parents, he is taken 
before the Fiscal, or Chief Magistrate, and 
by him rebuked ; and in the female world, if 
one be spoken ill of by another, the delinquent 
may be brought before the same tribunal, 
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and made to prove the assertion or suffer for 
its falsehood. 

From the little taste for reading which pre- 
vails amongst them, they are universally giveii 
to dancing, in which they display all the ele^ 
gahcc and liveliness they possess. It is at a 
dance that the women of the Cape are seen to 
best adirantage. Their dresses of Indian 
muslin, their nodding feathers, their graceful 
motions, and their countenances, in general 
beautiiFul, animated by the lively music of the 
violin, contribute to place them in the most 
iavourable point of view. No coarseness of 
manners, no indelicacy of expression, no sel- 
fishness of heart are then apparent, and the 
European stranger, who has just traversed a 
watery waste of ten thousand miles is trans* 
ported to find himself amidst a scene, which 
calls to his remembrance the manners and 
amusements of his own country amid th^ 
mountains of Africa. 

The women are sometimes married here 
very early, sixteen years may be fixed upon 
as almost the general age at which they be- 
come wives, and often mothers; and ten, 
twelve, and even eighteen children are not 
|ju>commonly the produce of one marriage^ v 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



so WALKS AND SKETCHES 

Perhaps the laxity of authority, which per- 
vades their system of education, is greatly 
owing to such youthful marriages and such 
numerous offsprings. For if either of these 
causes singly may be supposed detrimental to 
the right education of children, how much 
more when united together ? 

The women seldom suckle their children i 
the most prevailing practice is to consign 
them over in a manner to a faithful female 
slave, who suckles them, overlooks them, 
brings them up; in a word, becomes a second 
mother to them, without however acquiring 
much influence over them in their maturer 
years. Happy are they, and reason have they 
to be grateful, who have not sucked the milk 
of slavery, nor found it necessary to divide their 
affections between the mother who gave them 
birth, and the one who preserved their existence. 
In their families,' the members of them do 
not pay that attention to their dress, nor pre- 
serve that proper respect for each other, 
which form the great bonds of domestic hap- 
piness in England. But perhaps it is not fair 
to draw the comparison with the English, as, ^ 
from what I have seen and heard, I much 
dpubt if any nation on the globe can be com^ 
7 
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pared to them for attention to those little de* 
Ucaciefi, which arise from every individual 
thinking highly of himself, and yet not 
meanly of his neighbour. 

The tables of the middling ranks are gene<> 
rally well covered, and their feasts are mere 
exhibitions of fish, flesh, and fowl^ heaped 
together with the utmost profusion. The 
wines of Europe are the most esteemed, but 
those of the Cape, mixed with water, form 
the universal table drink : beer of all sorts 
being only used as a luxury* They do not sit 
to drink after dinner, but retire to sleep, a 
{Hracrice common both to men and women^ 
and which contributes not a little to give 
them that general tendency to grow fat, 
which often takes place at a very early period 
of life. 

There exists not at the Cape that marked 
difference in the manners of the two sexes 
which we find in Europe. In conversation 
the women are free and unreserved, and 
very often not only listen to, but make use 
of expressions by no i^eans to be recon- 
ciled with English ideas of decency and 
propriety. They are not the disciples, they 
might be the models, of the school of Mns. 
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Wolstonecraft ; they call every thiiig by 
its right nartie^ and seem in general to think 
that -actions: which men may perfojtn with 
impunity ought equally to be allowed to 
themselves. Yet with all this, they areraorc 
humane, more affectionate, more disinterest- 
ed than the men, whose mariners they servo 
to soften and refine ; and thus do they still 
support the natural excellency of the female 
character, which the man of observation in 
every clime must have seen, and every man 
possessed of a heart have felt. 

Religion has but little effect upon the mah-r 
ners of the generality of the inhabitants. 
They profess Christianity it is true, but the 
spirit and happy effects of its doctrines seem 
to be^ biit coldly felt an4 little understood. 
They go to church at the stated hours.; theyi 
dress in black on sacramental days; they 
sing ; they stand up and they sit down with 
the utmost propriety ; but they do not seem 
to perceive the admirable adaptation of the 
precepts of Christianity to every situation of 
common life ; it p with them, as with too 
great a proportion of the Christian world, a 
leligion made for Sundays, but not for ?Lny 
pther day in the wepi;, - 
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Their ideas arc almost entirely commercial; 
their general conversation is of buying and 
selling, and the best friends will sell to each 
other, and with a view of gain. No sooner 
are two or three met together, especially fe- 
males, than the words dear, cheap, rix-dollars, 
80 many schalins per ell, &c. are sure to strike 
the ear. The merits of every commercial 
nian in the place are discussed, from the first 
merchant to the smallest trader, and the dar- 
linjg theme is continued day after day, with 
unwearied delight. A good housewife 13 
esteemed here, not so much from her attention 
to her household, as from her knowledge of 
the prices of different articles of merchandise, 
and in what quarter of the town to look for 
them; and the rearing of children or the 
management of the slaves is in comparison 
but a secondary consideration. 

The houses are in general built much upon 
the same plan. On the ground floor a passage, 
pn each side of which are apartments, leads 
to the hall where the family generally dines, 
notwithstanding the number of doors which 
open out of it on all sides, and render it very 
disagreeable as a winter dining place. The 
bouses are built with more attention to cool- 
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ness than the climate seems to require. The 
rooms are lofty and not plastered in the ctiU 
ing, which particularly strikes the eye ^f a 
Stranger; the floors arc not carpeted, and few 
are provided with chimnies.. In summer they 
are fond of darkening the rooms by half cloa4 
ing the shutters, in order to exclude the heat 
and the flies, which last arc sometimes very 
mmerous, and at meal times troublesome. 

With respect to the slaves, they arc lodged 
sometimes in the house, but most generally 
in small apartments connected with, or but 
slightly separated from the main building; 
their mode of living is left to themselves, and 
their food consists principally of what is left 
from the tables of their masters. It may be 
here observed,' that the whole heathen mytho* 
logy is ransacked to find them names, which 
are in general bestowed in a manner not the 
most honourable to those deities at whose 
altars one half of the human race formerly 
bowed down. Thus Jupiter cleans the shoes, 
Hercules rubs down the horses, and Juno . 
lights the fire. Yet is hot this done through 
any disrespect towards these once remarkable 
names, as those in Scripture are applied with 
as little ceremony, and in as unappropriate a 
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manner, Sampson being daily sent for water, 
and Solomon up to the Table Mountain to 
cut firewood. 

Tfie amusements of the Cape are few : balls, 
private parties, cards, and visiting, coMtitutc 
almost the whole; the theatre which the 
English are engaged in building not being as 
yet to be considered under that bead; but the 
great, the universal enjoyment of the inhabit 
tants is walking tlie streets in parties, duiiog 
the beautiful moonlight evenings of this cU- 
niate* These parties laugh sHqu^, talk, jokc^^ 
salute each other as they me^t, and somedfyies 
continue their diversion till midnig^l:. Thi». 
they significantly call street^wj^lk3ng« The 
English have not yet acquired a relish for this 
mode of passing a summer evening, although, 
it be not without its charms, especially wbea^ 
the night is clear, when scarcely a breeze dis^ 
turbs the surface of the Bay, and its waves 
break one afteF another in almost noiselesf 
succession on its sandy shores. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Slaves. 

Disguise thyself as thou wilt, still, slavery, 
»— StiU thou art a bitter draught. 

Sterne. , 

AN presenting tvtn a slight sketch of the 
€5ape, it would be very defective if the slaves. 
.otccrpied no part of it ; their nufBbers, their 
Varieties, their dress, and the n^anner in which 
they are in general treated, are subjects not 
to be passed over in silence ; and in sDriie 
points of view they present, as we shall 
ijuickly see, an object which can hardly fail 
» touch and to interest. 

Domestic slavery has at all times and in alt 
nations been productive of much evil. A 
^ pampered slave is insufferably insolent; an* 
oppressed one is constantly trembKng and- 
cringing, and by the daily sight of either, 
the heart of youth is necessarily hardened and * 
depraved. The cluldren of the family min-^- 
gle with the young slaves. They play with 
them one mpment, and the next they see 
them beaten and in tears ; but through habit 
the child thinks nothing of it, and waits with 
great coolness till his companion has don<^ 
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weeping to rei^ew his play. Hence too often 
arises in early youth hardness of heart, a 
feeling for self albne^ and a checkii^ of all 
the best enactions of human nature. Alas ! 
the best of men, a» they advance i.o life, and 
behold, every day ingratitude, greediness of 
riches, and selfishness, are but too apt to con^ 
tract their hearts^ What must it be, whelk 
the child is reared in insensibility, and i^ 
permitted to make his fellows at once tho 
companions, of hi9 spinas and the. objects of 
his tyranny and caprice ? 

But thf se reflections belong more properly 
to our view of the inhabitants and their man- 
ners. Let us confine ourselves at present to 
the slave aldne. No situation can be more 
adapted for collecting those of every nation 
than the Cape pf Good Hope. It lies in the 
very bosom of slavery. On either side of %. 
are extended the coasts of Africa, in every- ^ 
age the mother of an unfortunate ra^ce, and 
all to the eastward here and there clusters o£ 
islands furnish ^n endless variety. At thci 
Cape they are collected into one. There 
they are no longer merely Malays, or Mala^ 
bars, or Natives of the cqas( of Mozfunki-^ 
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i^tie; they. are slaves. Let tis first take a 
lapid view of them a» such. 

in general the 3laVes of the Cape are nof 
ai treated, arc well clothed, and well fed. If 
iiow and then an instance be found to the 
contrary, that affects not the general charac- 
ter. A man may use his slave ill ; but the 
ilaves at the Cape are well treated ; or he may 
lodge him badly,, but the slaves of the Cape 
are well lodged ; or he may half clothe or 
half feed him, but the slaves of the Cape are 
well clothed and fully fed. 

In our view of the inhabitants, it may be 
seen that the slave lodges in general under 
the same roof as his master. He is fed with 
what comes from his table, mingling with it 
however a greater proportion of rice. His 
clothing generally consists of a short blue 
cloth jacket, a light wjustcoat, and loose blutf 
trowsers. On his head he wears either a 
coarse hat, or a handkerchief tied round it 
Kke a turban, but he is in general without 
either shoes or stockings; the collar of his 
shirt is open, and a blue or red handkerchief 
is tied loosely round his neck. Sometimes 
however you meet a slave beau: his ears are 
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omtmentcd with rings, a red^hawl is wrapped 
round his neck, a plume of common ostrich 
feathers wave in bis hat, he treads lightly 
along, nodding his feathers, and looking 
proudly round him. He is lifted above the 
ground, and has totally forgotten that he is a 
slave. 

In their marriages they use few or no ca«- 
monies, if indeed the manner in which the 
male and female slaves associate deserve the 
name of marriage. No long services engage 
affection; no pnest bestows his benedictioa 
on the nuptial bed ; no parent gives away hia 
daughter, and assembles his friends on the 
happy day; slavery lights the marriage torch; 
slavery leads them alone and unattended to 
the marriage bed. The husband visits his 
wife as he can find oppcHtunities, and leaye$ 
her when he pleases to take another, without 
ceremony and without reproach. And what 
else can be expected, when he knows that he 
himself is the property of one man, his wife 
perhaps of another, and his children liable to 
be given, to a third or fourth ? It is slavery-r' 
it is slavery in all its stages and all its shapea 
which depraves the mind, and debases humant 
nature. 
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' Ontfeebiribof achild, however, maternal 
aiFection springs up in the heart of the female 
slave. She forgets for a time her other cares^ 
and begins to experience the solicitades and 
the joys of a mother. ^ The child is dressed 
4Dut, and its head covered with a cap which 
sits close, and in shape exactly resembles that 
which we see represented in many of the an- 
cient Egyptian statues* The master looks 
upon the infant as a new accession of property* 
and even if he be at other times severe, now 
relaxes his authority ; hence great rejoicings^ 
'feasts, and dancing among the slaves, and a 
night spept in merriment. By degrees, how- 
ever, all this is forgotten, the feastings arc 
over, and the mother returns to her fbrmer 
occupations. It is in these dances that the 
slaves show themselves off to best advantage. 
The women display much taste and even ele- 
gance in their dress, nor are their dances wildy 
irregular, or unaccompanied with proper mu- 
sic. They are faithful imitators of what they 
see daily performed among the white inliabi-* 
tants, and display an easiness of motion, and 
a justness of ear which never fafl to surprize 
and please an European unapprised of this 
circumstance. 
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Having thus taken a view of the slave 
under the authority of his master^ let us at- 
tend him to that hour when he escapes 
the chain, when he lays him quietly down^^ 
and hears no longer the voice of his oppres- 
aor» Even the slave must not be committed 
to his native dust without a tear; and perhaps 
were we to find that he too had a wife, and a 
brother,, and a friend, and behold them weep- 
ing over his grave, we might not be ashamed 
to sit down with them, and pay our tribute 
likewise to his memory. 

As soon as the breath has left' the^body of 
the sick man, the women who surround the 
bed, burst out into tears and lamentations^ 
^d communicate the infection of sorrow to 
the men. The corpse is dressed out not with- 
out tnuch weeping, and a day is allowed for 
the assembling of his friends to mourn over 
his remains. The Malay expresses his grief 
by sitting beside his dead friend in profound 
fiilence, and with downcast and pensive look; 
but the natives of Malabar and Mozambique 
break into sudden and violent floods of sor- 
TOWj which they often seem to begin and end 
in concert. On the day of interment;, the 
friends again assemble and follow the bier to 
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die pl^e appointed; Iiere the body is com- 
mitted to tht earth with more or less cere*'^ 
mony, according to th^ rdigion or piety of 
the tribe : all express sorrovr, but with th^ 
greater part, this sorrow is <rf no long dura* 
t!on« The Malays alone extti^d their care 
and seem to cherish their grief* On thd 
third, seventh^ tenth, fortieth, and httn<» 
dredth day, they again assemble round the 
grave^ pour sweet-scented waters upon it, and 
strew over it the choicest flowers. They bid 
the earth lie lightly on the breast c^ theit 
former companion^ and for the last time rtun-* 
gle their tears together over him. Having 
thus performed the last duties of friendship 
and afiectipn, they return and feast together^ 
well assured that their friend is happy. 

How many tear^ doth this pleasing hope 
wipe away, and how does it lighten the buN 
den of the aiflicted ? Who can sufficiently' 
admire the extensiveness of its ^influence ? 
Ancient and modern nations; those inhabits 
ing hot, and such as live in cold climatesK 
nations warlike and nations effeminate, civi* 
lized and ignorant, separated by rivers, by 
continents, by seas, yet join in the fond hope 
that all perishes not in the dust, but that the 
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tiAttd of friend shall again be joined to that of 
friend^ and the father nieet his departed child 
in another and a better world. 

Having thus given a general sketch of the 
Cape slaves^ I proceed to relate in what man' 
ner these ideas were suggested to me, and to 
add some further particulars. 

In one of our morning walks about the 
town, observing a considerable crowd before 
the door of a house, my friend and I went 
Up and inquired what was going forward, and 
were informed that it was a public sale of all 
the effects of a colonist deceased. Scarcely 
bad we joined the crowd, when the auctioneer 
mounted upon a chair and struck for some time 
Upon a round plate of bfass, as a signal that 
the auction was going to begin. Immediately 
all was attention. Numbers of articles were 
put up and disposed of; till, growing tired of 
the scene, we were going away; a^hort pause^ 
however, and then a murmur in the assembly, 
announced that something else than trifles 
tyas going to be produced. We accordingly 
Waited a moment, and soon saw a black, man 
coming forward through the crowd; " Ah!** 
^aidCbarlcs, **^ they are going to dispose of the 
Himily slaves^ let us stop a little longer.'* 
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\ The first that was put up was a stout nativa 
of the Mozambique coast. His look was sad 
and melancholy, his hands haoging down 
clasped together as if they were bound, and 
his eyes fixed upon the earth- When he 
heard that his lot was determined, and that he 
was sold for six hundred rix-dollars, be raised 
his eyes up heavily to look for his new master, 
and followed him out of the crowd without 
speaking a word; but we thought that his 
cheek was wet with tears, and perhaps we 
- ivere right; for the purchaser told us with 
some expressions of compassion, that he had 
been a great favourite of his deceased friend. 
Many more were put up, the household of 
the deceased having been very numerous, but 
on the countenances of all of them sorrow 
and the humiliation of slavery were the pre- 
dominating features. At length an object was 
presented which almost made us weep : a 
mother was brought forward \yith a little girl 
of three years old clinging to her, which they 
wished to tear from her, whilst she, dreading 
the threats of her owners, feebly told her 
child to leave her, at the same time that she 
folded her arms round it. ** Put them up 
together, put them up together," said every 
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voke ; it was consented to, and the woman 
kissing Kcr child and leading it by the hand^ 
advanced to the spot appointed. Whilst 
they were bidding for her, she looked anxi- 
ously round in every countenance, as if im- 
ploring compassion. Her price was bade up 
Co seven hundred dollars, which the auc- 
tioneer repeated a long time without any body 
eeeming willing to say more. — " The man 
who has bought her and the child,** said one 
wl)o stood next to us, '^ has the reputation 
of being, very cruel to his slaves. " Has 
be?" said Charles, whilst the blood rushed 
into his face, " but he has not got them yet." 
?* Seven.hundred and ten," cried bewith a voice 
trembling with eagerness. Every body turned 
their eyes upon us, and the mother and the 
little child looked full in Charles's face. 
^* Seven hundred and twenty," said the man, 
starting up ; " fifty,** said the other;' " eight 
hiindred," bade Charles ^ the man bit his lips ; 
a long pause ensued ; '^ eight hundred and 
one,'' said a mild looking old man whose 
humanity I was well acquainted with ; Charles 
drew back, and the poor slave was allotted 
^ a mild master. 

When we h^d got into the str^t, I could. 
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BOt help mmarking how lightly Charics walk- 
ed alonga 2Hid how his eyes glistened with the 
pleasing reflection of having done a good 
action. Every now and then also he ex- 
claimed to himself, *^ poor child! poor child! 
I have saved you some stripes however," and 
then he would walk on so fast that I could 
scarcely keep up with him. After ho had 
given some vent to his feelings, he bej^n to 
converse about the slaves, and expressed his 
astonishment at the great variety amongst 
them : *^ Cojiae, my friend," said he, *^ put 
on your philosopher*s countenance ; as we are 
two Peripatetics, explain to me these different 
varieties in your best manner, not in a cold 
style^ but as if you were addressing a nume« 
rous audience." ^^ Agreed," said I, *^ Charles^ 
for I knov^ that when you represent the au-. 
dience^ I sh^ll find it a very partial and for- 
giving one, 

*^ heboid that slave coming towards \x% 
bending beneath the weight of two cords of 
wood suspended to the ends of a bamboo 
which he balances across his shoulder. His 
black complexion, his curly harr, his thick 
lips,, and his tattocd forehead, announce hin^ 
from the i?om of Mo^^mbique, his strong 
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nMlc shows faim capable of fiidgue, and ia 
ins inoffensive and humbled countenance, 
you may read that fae has often submitted to 
hiows and unmerited reproaches without for 
a moment thinking of revenge ; he performs 
the task which is set him without objections 
Jttid without inquiry. You see faim now 
walking slowly along oppressed with his load; 
and perhaps yop pity his fate ; follow faim to 
the nesLt corner, there sits one of his compa* 
nioas playing on a jew's*harp. He stops ; he 
listens; pleasure steals into iiis soul — he 
throws off his load'^he beats the ground 
with his heels<^raises his bands clasped above 
his bead^-pgives himself up to the wildest and 
most inconsiderate joy, and, occupied only 
fwith the present, thinks neither t^ the hours 
of bhterness which are past, nor gf tliose 
avfaicfa are yet to come^ 

♦* Observe the one who comes next, Evem 
«t a distance his upright form, his nervous 
make, his free step, announce the Malay, or 
native of the {sland of Java, the king of slaves. 
As he appiu^aches^ mark his long, coal black 
hair which hangs half down his back, his 
yellow complexion, his glancing and jealous 
eye^ which looks askancenippu slavery. He 
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knows well that from his class are formed the 
house-painters, the musicians, the ingenious 
workmen of the Cape. He is proud of thiar 
distinction,, and glories in the name of Mar* 
lay. He exacts some deference from his mas-n* 
ter; his gestures, his speech, sometimes slow 
and sedate, at others rapid and violent, seem; 
to say, * I know that I am your slave, but be 
cautious how you use your power.' A rei 
proach stings and irritates him ; a blow 
wounds his proud heart; he hoards it up in his 
remembrance, and broods upon his revenge. 
Time passes on, the master forgets that he 
has given the blow, but the Malay never. At 
length the bad part of his character is cruelly 
displayed : he intoxicates himself with opium 
and the madness of revenge, he rushes upon 
his unguarded master with his kris or crook-^ 
cd Malay dagger, and stabs him once, twice, 
ten times. The unfortunate wife and chil- 
;dren are not safe if they cross his way, he 
sallies out into the street, and running madly 
along, sacrifices all that he meets, till overr- 
powered by numbers he is brought to sufier 
the punishment of his crime. 

" Follow him to the place of execution. 
Some days are past^ and the intoxicatipp ti 
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e^dm is over, but dp you observe his counte- 
nance in the least changed by fear or remorsel 
Not at alL He is bound to the wheel — the 
^ecutioner breaks all his limbs one after 
another--*but not a tear, not a groan escapes 
him—- at length nature is exhausted — perhaps 
he breathes the name of Hali his Prophet, 
and expires with the consolation of having 
had his revenge* 

*^ What a contrast is presented to this cha- 
racter in the slave whom you see there fol- 
lowing his master. His features of the £u^ 
ropean cast, his slender but well formed shape, 
bis mild and inoffensive looks, and his black 
hair curled but not woolly, announce the 
barailess native of the Malabar Coast, He 
is in all respects the best of the household 
flaves. Without the inactivity or dulness of 
the Mozambiquer, or the penetrative genius 
of the Malay, he forms an excellent medium 
between the two-r-More intelligent, more in- 
dustrious, and more active than the former; 
more docile and more affectionate than the 
latter, he unites steadiness with vivacity, and 
capability of instruction to winning manners. 
JExpect not from him violent opposition- 
While the native of Mozambique often grows 
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obstinate, and hardens under the ladi ; mhiUt 
the MaUjr frowns and prepares to sharpen bis 
^dagger, the Malabar bends to the blow, and 
cndeavoars to avert it by tears and entreaties. 
Never is he brought to justice for critnes of a 
heinous nature ; never are his feeble hands 
stained with blood ; but if, through a false ac^ 
cusation, or a disposition too. liable to be made 
the tool of knavery, one of this class is 
brcnight to suffer deaths he shudders, and 
turns away his head at the sight of the place 
of execution ; he shrieks aloud whilst the 
blow is yet suspended and be£ore it falls, and 
vich tears and groans he implores compafisioa 
till his life and 3ufferings are at an- end. 

^^ Kit come, let us leave scenes of bloody • 
the {dace of ^x^cution, and its wheels and 
engines : behold yon light waggon advancing 
to rapidly upon us, drawn by fourteen or six* 
teen oxen, and led by a Hottentot who runs 
before them; ane with what dexterity the 
inaster, sitting in the front of th« waggon and 
cracking his long whip, directs the whole. 
The Hottentot, as you would observe, has 
on him nothing of what in England would 
be called clothes ; an undressed sheep skin is 
iastened round his neck, and hangs down be* 
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hk}d him like a cloak ; at every motion of hit 
body it flies back and exposes his tawny skin, 
his meagre make, add his small and active 
limbs ; before him hangs a small pouch fa8« 
Cened round his loins with a leathern thong. 
With not a single other article of dress, 
without hat, without shoes, he leads bis oxea 
through sun and wind and rain, over stones 
and hot sandy roads. Sometimes he puts on 
g pair of undressed leathern sandals, which are 
fastened round the ankles; and sometimes liiQ 
old tattered hat protects his head from the rain 
or sun ; but neither of these is universally 
worn; and in general the one which has passed 
lis may serve as a specimen of all the rest. 
Jt is true, he has not the name of slave, but 
his condition is not on that account in the 
least. more desirable ; by the laws of the co-> 
lony he is only bound to serve till the age of 
five an4 twenty, after which he becomes free. 
This K^ ignorance generally prolongs till lato 
* in life, and his master may then cast him off 
to seek his bread elsewhere. 

*^ These may be reckoned the four princi-. 
pal stocks of the slaves of the Cape. The 
Malay, the native of the Mozambique and 
M^l^Lbar coasts^ and the colonial- bom ^^. 

7 - *; ' 
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It must not be imagined, bowever, that these 
different races are anxious to preserve them- 
selves unmixed. In this place they are quickly 
mingled together, and many a slave can boast 
of an European father. Hence results the 
most complete variety of features, and shades 
of colour, that is perhaps to be met with iii 
any part of the globe. Yellow, jet black, 
white and copper- coloured are kneaded to- 
gether into a mass. Every face that passes 
us is of a different colour from the one that 
went before it, and the eye is continually 
amused by a strange and unceasing variety. 

** The different feniales preserve likewise in 
tbek' domestic occupations something of the 
character of their nation. The female Malay 
takes care of the house, gives an account of 
every article, arranges the linen and clothes 
in the presses, is intrusted with several of 
the keys ; and, having finished h^ work, she 
coils op her long black hair on the crown 
of ber head, where she fastens it with a silver 
bodkin^ and then sits down to knit at the feet 
rf ber mi3tress. 

" The Malabar female, mild and gentle, is 
like her husband, employed in every kind of 
ibc lighter domestic occupations. No blows 
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arc required to induce her exertions; a threat 
terrifies her. She redoubles her activity, is 
anxious to show herself attentive to the in- 
terests of the family, cleans and arrange? the 
furniture; and in the evening, having kissed 
her children and put them to sleep, she brings 
her knitting needles and seats herself by the 
side of her companions. 

'* The female of Mozambique, generally 
stronger than her fellows, yet at the same 
time sufficiently active and intelligent, is 
sometimes employed in works of drudgery, 
and sometimes in those of a lighter kii^d. 
According to the will of her owners, some- 
times you may see her carrying on her head a 
large bundle of linen to wash in the brook 
which runs from Table Hill. Sometime^ 
nursing the children of the family, and ad- 
vanced to honour : but in either occupation, 
she is always found, like the male, patient^ 
performing what is set to her, and no more ; 
pleased with praise, but not over anxious to 
obtain it, and going through her task more 
through the wish of seeing the end of it than 
the desire of performing it well. 

" The female Hottentot contents herself 
with the lowest class, and }^ indeed seldom 
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employed by the families at the Cape, htitrg 
chiefly and indeed almost only to be found in 
the form houses and at some little distance 
from the Cape, The .Hottentot character^ 
both male and female, is said to be the least 
engaging of the whole. They neither make 
themselves so useful as the Malay, nor do 
they possess the affectionate disposition of the 
natives of Malabar or Mozambique. They 
labour only through absolute necessity, and 
would quickly sink into profound indolence if 
not perpetually incited to action. After re- 
maining many years with a family, and being 
kindly treated, they will leave it with great 
indifference ; and indeed, Charles, to say the 
ttuth^ I have seen so many instances of cold 
ingratitude among those of this nation, that 
it cannot be denied the charge is not altoge- 
•ther without foundation: yet, at the same 
time, having seen many instances to the con- 
trary, let us reserve their character for a par* 
titular discussion/* 

Here I paused to take breath, and Charles, 
who had listened to me with gf eat attention^ 
waited for some little time, and then asked ^ 
tMy if I had any thing more to say ? for that if 
I had not, it was almost two o'dock. << I un^ 
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d^rstand you/* said I smiling, '^ your walk has 
done you good. Come then^ let us return 
and eat together.*' We accordingly turned 
round in the G)mpany's garden where wc 
were then walking, and conversed on indif* 
ferent subjects till we reached the house. , 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S6 WAJ,KS AN0 JlKETCREf • 

CHAPTER IV. . 
Walk eou:Nid the Lion Hill. * ^ 

ttinc atque hinc vastae rapes, gcmrnique minantar 
In coelam ffcopuli. ' Virgil. 

JlIaving determined upon surveying the 
Lion Hills, we took our departure about half 
an hour before sun-set, taking a path that led 
in the direction between the head and the w«st 
end of the Table HilK The houses and gar- 
dens, which extend in a straggling line to the 
ibot of the surrounding hills, amused our at- 
tention till we hacl now passed the last house, 
and were descending into a sort of large hol- 
low, which lies between the two hills. At 
the bottom of this valley runs a small stream 
of water, where we slacked our thirst, and then 
began to climb the ridge which connects the 
head with T^ble Mountain. We found it 
formed of a kind of gravelly stone, in which 
the torrents coming down from the hills had 
formed long and narrow chasms about six or 
eight feet in depth, and two of three feet in 
width, and which gave us no small inconvc- 
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nience in our progress. As wc were com- 
pletely in the shadow of the Lion's Head, 
and as the san was now near setting, we has« 
tened our footsteps, and just reached the top 
of the eminence in time to see the upper part 
of his broad disk above the surface of the 
water. 

In this country, in the summer season after 
a sultry day, the grateful coolness of the air 
that generally takes place immediately after 
sun-set is extremely agreeable; a breeze from 
the sea blew gently in our faces, and diffused 
freshness and comfort over us. On our right 
hand was the lofty precipice of the Lion's 
Head, and on our left the wcstfcrn end of the 
Table Hill, which here terminates abruptly; 
at our feet lay the small flat valley of the 
Camps Bay, bounded on one side by high and 
craggy hills running in a S.E. direction, and 
on the other by the sea stretched out before 
us as far as the eye could reach. The western 
hemisphere seemed to glow with Are, but 
where we were, all was shade, the air was 
cool and refreshing, and we halted for some 
minutjss to enjoy the prospect, and prepare 
for pursuing our route. 

In continuing our walk, we had not pro- 

E 

Digitized by- Vj®OQIS' " 



8 WALKS AXD SK£TCH£3 

oeeded far before we again halted to examitKf 
and admire a large chasm which seemed to 
cut into the very heart of the Lion Hill, 
and betray the secrets of its internal structure* 
It appeared to Charles to be a mass of solid 
stone sundered by some far remote convulsion 
of nature ; the harsh and more striking fea- 
tures of which had been softened by the in- 
fluence of time. I, On the contrary, was rather 
inclined to attribute the formation of this 
chasm to the mere influence of the heavy rains 
of the winter season. This he disputed; I 
replied, and turning our eyes to a stratum of 
black mould mixed with sea shells, now far 
above the level of the sea, we' presently lost 
ourselves in conjectures on the remotest 
epochs of time and nature. 

Meanwhile, we had -advanced a consider- 
able way on the road that leads round the 
Head. This road, which haabeen cut by the 
English out of the side of the hill, is bounded 
on the right by the Mountain, but it is open 
and unguarded towards the sea, upon whicTi 
you look down as from an immense artificial 
mound ; the sides are so steep, yet so regularly 
sloped. Great masses of stone lie both above 
and beneath the road, many of which by 
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meir position seem to threaten every instant 
to fall, and roll still farther down into the sea« 
^ese masses appear for the most part to be 
formed of gravel or small stones^ which are 
cemented together, and have evidently fallen 
from the upper part of the hill ; the nucleus 
of which, however^ seems formed of a solid 
stone, which may defy to the end of the world 
the injuries of time. To cover- the original 
nakedness of this rugged scene. Nature has 
scattered with a prodigal hand wild flowers 
and shrubs of the most agreeable scent and 
appearance. Every cleft wherein was any 
moisture^ was adorned with large water lilies^ 
whose Clips of a snowy whiteness formed a 
strong contrast with the dusky sides of the 
mountain. The geranium, the myrtle, and 
a great variety of other odoriferous plants, 
grow here spontaneously, and in great abun- 
dance, and the air was perfumed to a consi- 
derable distance all round with their mingled 
scents. When to this are added the stillness 
and coolness of the evening, the murmuring 
of the water breaking amongst the rocks be- 
neath our feet, the rising moon, the charm 
of friendship, and the enthusiasm which the 
mind feels, in being rapt into past or future! 
s 2 
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epochs; it wiH not appear singular that 
Charles and I were delighted with the scene 
and with the moment. Yes, my good reader^ 
and I do truly believe, that had you been 
with me at that moment, and felt your heart 
Kfted up tov^'ards the Creator, as mine always^ 
is, at an interesting vijew of nature, your 
blood would have began to run more kindly 
through your veins, and you would have been 
the better man for it, for a week to come. 

My friend and I walked cheerfully along 
till we had now turned what is properly called 
the Head. We then stopped and looked down 
. upon a small house built close to the shore, 
named' the Society House. The land here 
projects a small way into the sea, and presents 
a barrier of rocks to stem the fury of the whole 
Southern Ocean which breaks upon this shore 
with immense impetuosity. The wind, which 
was beginning to freshen up from the west, im« 
pelled this great body of water with, increased 
violence; it rolled in upon the shore enormous 
wavesjwhich as they approached the land seem- 
ed to collect all their force, till rising to a tre^ 
mendous height, they began to curl at the top, 
and instantly descended with a noise like thun- 
der, and a force that shook the ground ; the 
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-glittering of the water in the moonlight, as it 
broke over the rocks, formed a brilliant scene 
beneath our feet, whilst the dark clouds rising 
heavily up from the westward, spread a gloom 
over the distant part of the sea. Tlie picture 
was grand and striking, and we enjoyed a full 
view of it during the whole time that we de- 
scended the hill until we reached the plain 
which lies between the Lion Hills and the sea. 
All along this shore, however, which is bold 
and rocky, the waves broke with a dazzling 
brightness and a ^' sullen roar'* which gratified 
at once the eye and ear. It would seem that 
the scene had disposed us both to silence, for 
-we advanced without speaking till we reached 
the race ground at Green Point; following 
the course, it brought us round by a deserted 
battery, originally constructed for the defence 
of a small bay or inlet, which it commands. 
This point, which is extremely favourable for 
the landing of boats, is almost entirely neg- 
lected by the English ;— a few anchors cast 
•into the sand, and which perhaps are meant 
to operate against boats, in the sam« manner 
as crow-*feet against cavalry, being all that is 
appointed for its defence. At low water the 
locks here extend some distance into the sea, 
5 
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on which^ on Sundays^ numbers of slaves majp 
be seen bvisj in catching a small delicate rock- • 
fish named clip-fish^ both with the rod an4 
line, and with baskets, which they let dowla 
into the water, with a bait at the bottom, and 
bawl up one after another by a long hooked 
pole. As we continued to follow the circle 
of the race ground, it brought us again to the 
public road, into which we passed, and con- 
tinued our way towards the town. On our 
left hand lay the batteries, constructed along 
shore to defend the entrance of the bay. Of 
these, the Amsterdam batteiy is the chief, be* 
ing large, well faced with stone, and originally 
built with cazems beneath for firing two tier 
q£ cannon, though these are now bricked up 
or formed into windows to air the prison rooms 
underneath. The Rogge fiay battery is sur- 
rounded by fishermen's houses. On the edge 
of the town, and on the other side of the Am- 
sterdam battery, lies the Chavone's battery, 
the walls of which are built upon a rock, and 
washed by the waves. Close under this bat- 
tery is a round hok, pretty deep, where the 
water is always still, much^ frequented in the 
Jiot weather by the English gentlemen for the 
purpose of bathing. These batteries are al\ 
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open in the rear ; a great defect^ since an 
enemy has only to silence the guns of 
the first, where he might land, and, for any 
defence that they could make, take the rest 
easily ; a single battery of two guns, and a 
kind of block' house surrounded by a wall^ 
being all that is appointed to defend the 
plain, and the first too high placed to answer 
that purpose efFectually. 

Whilst I was giving my friend a description 
of these batteries, which did not seem to in* 
terest him very much, he interraptcd me ta-*: 
ther earnestly, with ^* What are these small 
stones, some of them dark and others white, 
which shine in the moon light, and seem not 
to have been set there by chance ?" They 
were not indee<J, Charles, said I. " Tread 
lightly, tread lightly, my friend, we now 
approach a region sacred to silence and deep 
Kpose. These black and white stones are 
memorials of the dead — and of the neg-. 
kcted dead. Yonder is the slaves' burying 
ground/' 

To this, my friend answered not a word t 
at the mention of the slaves' burying ground, 
he stopped suddenly, and then as quickly 
walked pn. Wp sqon reached the spot, wbera 
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k was plain, from the number of litde hii- 
locks, and the disposition of the stones, tha^ 
it was indeed a burying ground : a mournful 
silence reigned around us : Table Bay was 
hushed, or at most, a faint murmur was heard 
upon its shofies — the moon was muffled up 
in the spreading clouds, and we remained as 
if rivetted to the earth in silent meditation, 
when we heard the sobbings of some one at 
a little distance ; we turned round and be- 
held the bended form of a female sitting by 
a newly closed grave. 

It is impossible to describe the* in^pression 
which this object and the scene made upon 
us. Was it a father, a mother, a child or a 
husband, whose fresh remains lay buried > 
there ? we dare not ask. " Perhaps it was a 
friend," said Charles, squeezing my. hand. 
** Perhaps it was," said I, with a voice half in- 
terrupted ; and we stood with tears in our eyes 
to look at the female slave mournen 

She was sitting by the side of the grave 
with her head supported between her knees ; 
but when she heard us approaching, and still 
more, when she saw us gazing upon her, 
she smothered her sighs, and lifting up her 
head^ endeavoured to appear as if tossing 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPS. 65 

about the little crambling bits of earth With 

iodifFerence : but in doing this, it seemed to 

rccal the idea of what lay beneath, and she 

turned now and then aside for a few moments 

to weep. Her long, black hair^ instead of 

being neatly rolled up on her head according 

to the mode amongst the female slaves at the 

Cape, hung dishevelled upon her shoulders ; 

her dress was loose, her form light, small, 

elegant, and her whole figure was rendered, 

doubly interesting by the mingled ideas of 

sorrow and oppression, for she was a female, 

a mourner, and a sl^ve. 

How long did Charles and I remain look* 

ing at this unfortunate female? I know not; 

the feelings count not the moments as they 

pass. We walked slowly &way, and on turn* 

ing round, the mourner appeared to have 

taken no oth^r notice of our absence than by 

again bending her head between her kneesi 

and remaining in that posture till we were 

out of sight. 

/ The slaves' burying groun4 is close by the 

load, and perfectly open; beside it, near to 

the town, are two burying places belonging 

to particular inhabitants, and walled round. 

In approaching the town upon this side^ the 

/ 
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only public building that strikes the eye is 
the Lutheran church, which stands at the 
entrance of the town : it is a building not al- 
together devoid of fancy, a description of 
which has already been given, ornamented 
with figures which certainly were not cut by 
the hand of a Praxiteles. We entered by the 
Strand Street, which runs nearly parallel to 
the Table Hill, and leads directly down to the 
castle. As we were now near our home, 
<* What will you do with yourself to-mor- 
row ?" said Charles to me, " At your service, 
my friend." " Very well then, we will visit 
the Table Land, ^' That is good,'' said I, ' 
^^ but it must be done in the morning, the 
heat of the day will otherwise render the 
climbing of the hill a disagreeable task." ** As 
to that," said Charles, ** let us set off two hours 
before day break; we shall have the last of the 
moon's light, and as she sets, from the top 
of yonder mountain we will enjoy the sub- 
lime spectacle of the sun's beginning his daily 
face." ^^ Your id^^ is good, Charles," said 
I; " let us retire soon to rest, and to-morrow 
Biorning we will see who is first a foot.'^ 
Agreed; " Good night, Charley.'* Gpo4 
pjght, my friend^ 
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CHAPTER V, 

Table Mountain. 

Jamque ascendebant collem^ qui plurimus urbL 
Imminet^ adyersas(}ue aspectat desuper arces. 

Virgil, 

W HBNCB arises this pleasure which I feel 
in my breast, when I recal to my remem- 
brance what I have seen ? Why does the cur- 
rent of my blood glide so-swiftly through my 
heart, from the recollection of material ob- 
jects? I have enjoyed an extensive prospect 
from a lofty mountain. I have seen beneath 
my feet earth, and sea, and clouds. I have 
seen the moon lose her pale light, in the imr 
petuous beams of a majestio globe of fire^ 
which arose in the £ast^ and spread his light 
over the world. | have seen all this,?— but 
had I seen nothing more than earth and sea, 
and clouds, the moon's waning light, or the 
svii\*s rising beam i why dq I r^caj them tQ 
my mind with delight ? or why did I pror 
strate myself before the Great Being whc^ 
made them all, and adore in silence his, Wl^ 
dorn ^nd his power ? 
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No. — ^It was the sentiment of an infinitely 
wise mind, directing the worlds which I saw 
moving around me, that touched my heart, 
and still delights to linger in my remem* 
brance. Unhappy is he who binds himself 
to the material objects around him, without 
endeavouring to rise from them to their 
Great Author. I have been contemplating 
buge mountains, whose cloud-covered tops 
seemed to raise me nearer to Heaven, and I 
admired his power ; but on their loftiest sum- 
mits a patch of flowers, or a mantle of green, 
recalled the idea of his behevolence* In a 
word, from th^ top of Table Mountain I 
discovered ten thousand objects to excite my 
gi:atitude and reverence towards God, and 
their constant concomitant, good will to* 
wards men. If my reader has a heart any 
way susceptible of these impressions, let him 
prepare to accompany me ; if he has not, I 
am sorry for it, as he will find the trouble of 
climbing the Table Mountain but poorly re- 
garded by the mere prospect he will enjoy 
from it. 

After nearly four hours sound sleep, I awoke 
refreshed in body, and with my mind in a 
state of calmness and repose. According to 
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my constant cUstoni, I remained a. few mi-* 
BUtes in this- state of delicious tranquillity^ 
from which I awoke upon hearing the church 
clock Strike two. I arose, and opening tho 
ahutter, saw that it was a fine moon-light 
morning ; and pleasing myself with the idea 
©f being first afoot, I hastened to equip ray- 
self for the expedition. I had already takca 
my stafFfrom behind my bed, and was open^ 
ing the chamber door, when I heard the noise 
©f a small pebble rattling against the window* 
" Holloa, lazy-boots,'* said Charles to me, on 
my looking out, " not yet ready ? if you da^ 
not make haste you will not see the sun rise 
from the top of the hill.** ** I will be witb 
you directly, Charles,'^ said I. So coming 
down stairs, and shutting the door gently 
after me,, for fear of waking the family, I 
joined him in the street. 

Having shaken hands, and mutually wished 
each other a friendly good morning, we set: 
off, bending our course upwards tiirough the 
town, where every thing was buried in sleep 
and silence. Our footsteps sounded as we 
stepped along through the empty streets, and 
being braced by the coolness of the morning 
air, and the town withal of no very great 
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fextent, we soon reached its outskirts* " NtJvlf 
you must know Charles/* said I, " this id 
likewise my first visit to the Table Hill, and bt 
course I am hot positive as to the shortest 
road to the top.** We accordingly held a 
short deliberation, tvhen seeing on our left 
hand a pretty deep ravine, which seemed td 
lead towards the center of the mountain j 
^ and being moreover bounded on our right by 
a long white garden wall, we agreed to follow 
the course of the ravine, which, indeed, as it 
afterwards appeared, was the best guide wd 
could have chosen. With this resolution we 
continued our coutse upwards, and as the 
moon shone remarkably clear, not closely fol- 
lowing the windings of the ravine, but making 
every now and then a short turn from one 
angle of its bends to another. In this man- 
ner after turning sometimes to this side and 
toijietimes to that, in order to avoid the 
larger fragments of rock which lay scattered 
about in our way, and trampling over stones 
and stunted prickly shrubs, we arrived at the 
last house in this direction out of the town^ 
The water in the ravine was here collected in 
quantity sufficient to turn a mill-wheel, 
If^hich, however, was now, like the inhabitartt;? 
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of the house, at rest; and we heard nothing 
but our own voices and footsteps, till having 
passed a small hillock, upon which stood a 
white tomb-stone, the great house dog came 
running out and barked at us till we were out 
t)f sights 

Having proceeded a little farther, We found 
our road lead us into the ravine, whose banks 
now became high and steep, and obliged us 
to walk along their slope, clinging every now 
and then to the roots and shrubs which ad* 
hered to the large stonet^ scattered about in 
our path. After creeping and groping our 
way in the shade of the bushes and rocks, 
upon turning an angle formed by a dark pro- 
jecting rock, our eyes were struck by a beau- 
tiful sight. The rock rose pretty steep before 
us, and being the course which the water 
takes in coming down from the hill, was 
washed perfectly bare. Over this smooth 
stony surface, which from the bottom to tho ' 
summit is nearly fifty feet in length, the rivu* 
let spread itself into a broad thin sheet of 
water, which shone like silver under the 
moonlight, and descended with a gurgling 
noise into a deep hole at the bottom. Its 
uniform half- melancholy sound ; its perpe- 

4 
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tual and rapid gliding, true image of life^ 
tog^her with the solemnity and silence of 
every object around us^ tempted us to halt a 
few moments^ and drink of the cold and lim- 
pid water : thus refreshed^ we clambered up-> 
wards on its stony bed within a few feet of 
the rivulet, and in a short time reached the 
spot where it began to flow more upon a level, 
and a^in confined within banks. Here we 
crossed over upon two or three large stones, 
and as the path every moment became more 
and more steep, we gradually slackened our 
pace and proceeded with less eagerness. And 
now indeed nothing remained in our path but 
large stones, fragments of the mountain, 
which, broken off at different and far distant 
periods by the destructive hand of Time, had 
rolled down, and now lay scattered in a^ll di- 
rections, at the bottom and on the declivity* ' 
We continued however to ascend, in silence, 
against all obstacles, and had reached nearly 
half up the hill, when Charles stopped short, 
and panting for breath, cried out, " Plague 
upon this Table Mountain, I had no concep- 
tion it was such hard work to get' to the top 
of it.'' " Nay," said I, laughing, ^* we are not 
half way there yet: but let us rest a little, and 
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tben se^ what is to be done.*^ So seating 
ourselves upon a large stone^ we c^t our eyes 
downward, into a deep gkn on dur left hand, 
from which issues the water which descends to 
the town. As the modn was now oil the de-^ 
cline, the bottom of the glen was perfectly 
dark, b^t there was to be heard the rushing 
^ of water; and a little lower down, out of the 
.shade of the steep sides of the glen^ thd 
stream issued, of a silver brightness, producing 
a singular effect as it ran between its duslfry 
banks^ On turning our eyes upwards, we 
could clearly discern^ even by the moon- 
. iight^ that cleft in the center of the hill^ 
Called the door, or gate of the Table Moun* 
tain; it being indeed, asissaidj the only pas- 
sage by which,, on this side^ you can ascend 
to the top. The sight of this redoubled out 
spirits* '^ Come," said Charles^ springing up^ 
*^ now I am ready ; huzza^ for the top/' I fol- 
lowed him smiling, and We ascedded as fast 
as the rocks and stones would permit us. 

And now, my good Reader, leaving ^nl- 
ployed two or three pages to get ourselves and 
you half way up the hill> and as there re- 
mains nothing more in our way but stones and 
rocks, and long dry grass and prickly shrubs; 
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knd ydtt are peTha|w ndt 6o tired <vkli ytnlr 
^aik as I ^vas wheft there ; you inight Tic 
difepleiOsed shc*^ I boi$t yoa from the mifWle 
to lAie top to twd lints. 1 fti«st therefore bcljg 
y6u to teftd fti^ a little assistance, a^d by the 
hfelpof your imaginatioh, to fill up anequAl 
quantity b( two or thr^e pages with huge 
fragmfcft^df r^ck^, shrubs, -tod long dfy 
gi^ass-. imaging yourself inclosed in the f e- 
entering a^gXt df a majestic mountain, which 
rises in a isolid wall of gfanil* <3n both sicfcs 
bf yb^, 6/> wfeith, however, are cut out arid 
-e^ved by tfeofee ingenious and indtrttrioAs 
wbrktnen of TJm^, the Wind and Rain^^ 
dark caverns, massy columns, loftg^llart, 
and light %lender arches, and the whole 
adorned and connected wkh all tile fsmta^c 
fret work of gothic ^architecture. 

Or pferhips, my good Rea^r,' to -spedc 
without flattery^ ybur imagination is nohe of 
the brightest, and cannot embody all thiff^; 
you have in that case no other resource thafn 
to 'scat yourself, two pagei fert!her oto, with 
Charles and me upon a large stone, ^ill how- 
ever some distance from the top, breafthlefsS, 
panting, our rnbuths parched with thirdt, look- 
ing with longing eyes towards the top, whet^ 
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all at omrc wc hear something drop, dro^, 
dropping upon the rock a little way above u3. 
« Water rcried I— " Water! ''said Charles !— 
Up we start — it was who could get there first; 
and we soon discovered a little basin of about 
two feet in diameter, worn out in a lai^e stone^ 
which received the water as it trickled down 
the sides of the cold rock. After having drank, 
I lamented that I had brought nothing with 
me to eat. " I never was so hungry in my 
life before,** said Charles. So with great gra- 
vity putting his hand into his pocket, he 
brought out a most comfortable large piece of 
bread, which he brake in two, and giving me 
the half f^ Eat, eat," said he, in a tone half 
eerioiis, half pleasant, *' and thank that gra- 
cious Being who gives you your daily bread/* 
** I do thank him, (said I) and sincerely too ;'* 
fot indeed my heart was moved at the tone in 
•which Charles spake to me. And there, seat- 
4cd together upon the same rock, we ate our 
bread, and drank our wholesome beverage out 
of the same cup of stone; and, having finish- 
ed, we thanked God for all his benefits. Thus 
refreshed, the road lost all its ruggcdnesg* 
We proceeded cheerily, helping one another 
p 2 
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over the stones, and in about twenty mmutM 
arrived at the top of the hill. 

We were both much surprized to find the 
summit, which from below appears smooth 
and level, intersected by deep hollows and 
craggy rocks, whose bare tops, almost con- 
stantly assailed by rude winds and heavy rains, 
were worn into an endless variety of fontasric 
shapes. But what had the rude wind and rain 
to do with the present scene of calmness ? 
Charles and I mounted upon the highest of 
the rocks, where, having stood a little, and 
cast our eyes all round, ix>th, as if by an in^ 
.voluntary movement, took off our hats at the 
same instant, and looked up towards Heaven. 
After a short pause, " How do you feel, 
Charles ?** said I. " Calm,*' answered hc^ 
" perfectly calm : but at the same time my 
heart is running over with gratitude to Hea- 
ven." " I fitid our hearts are in unison,*' re- 
turned I ^ so advancing to a little cragj that 
was still two or three feet higher than the 
body of the rock, with our hats still off*, and 
arm ia arm, we admired the solemn grandeur 
of the scene before us. 

Already the eastern horizon was marked by 
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a body of pure white light, which seemed to 
break from behind the dark hills of Hottentot 
Holland, and spread itself on all sides. The 
waning moon seemed gradually to be absorb- 
ed, and every moment shone fainter and 
fainter. The stars in the west still sparkled 
brightly, but those in the zenith and to the 
eastward shared the fate of the queen of 
night, and were, with her, gradually lost in 
the mild splendour of dawning day. By de- 
grees the light shot up towards the zenith, 
and there melted into pale blue. The dark 
i^ountains of Hottentot Holland^ whose 
craggy outlines were now clearly distinguish- 
able, bounded the view to the east, but far 
below our feet to the westward the sea spread 
out its vast watery floor, over which the mists 
of night still rolled, and collecting into great 
clouds, seemed to linger in the extreme 
boundaries of the west. Moving our eyes 
round towards the north, and still looking 
downwards, beneath us lay the town, with its 
gardens, its terraces, and white flat roofed 
houses ; the Table Bay, with a surface 
i^nK>oth and unruffled by the slightest breeze, 
bearing on its glassy bosom numerous vessels 
of every nation, riding together peaceably at 
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anchor. On the opposite side of the Bay, the 

high hills, somewhat inland, presented their 
tops covered with snow, and continuing to 
move ourselves slowly round, we observed in 
succession, once more the dark mountains ol 
Hottentot Holland ; the flat sandy space be- 
tween the Table and False Bays ; the False 
Bay opening outwards to the Indian ocean ; 
the mountainous south eastern peninsula kA 
Africa, on whose highest pinnacle we seemed 
to stand, stretching from north-west to south- 
east, and presenting a broken scene of moun- 
tains, precipices, and chasms. Beyond it ap- 
peared the Iiidian Ocean, now faintly en- 
lightened by the beams of the morning, and 
round again nothing but sea, sea, sea, till we 
once more came to the Lion Hills, the town 
with its white houses. Table Bay with its nu- 
merous .vessels, and a little farther out Roben 
Island, in the mouth of the Bay. 

To this outline might be added some little 
particulars : The vulture rising from his aerie 
amongst the rocks, and soaring above our 
holds till lost to our sight. — ^The buzzard 
sailing in mid-air with out-stretched wing, 
and steering towards its distant prey. — ^The 
f^int roar of the water breaking along the 
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rocky coast, scarcely heard so high : th?- re-- 
ffcshing copluess of the mqrnipg air : - ancL 
lastly, two young friends steading on the 
summit of a craggy rock, forming the Qenter 
of this great circle, with minds not incapable. 
qf perceiving its magnificence, and hearts not 
cold enough to perceive it with insensibility. 
Perhaps, likewise, the moral views, which 
the different quarters of . the prospect pre- 
sented, had their share in increasing the inte- 
rest of it, Ia looking towards thp mountains 
of Hottentot Holland, by meanis of that in- 
tellectual power which God has bestowed on 
man, we winged our way to their highest 
summits, and thence discovered with asto- 
nishment, in the inmost recesses of Africa^ 
hprdes of undiscovered and unde$cribed sa- 
v^es, prostrate before the light of new- bora 
day. Beyond the waves of the Indian ocean, 
the nations of Asia A^ith their pagodas, their 
white-robed bramins, their inoffensive man- 
ners, and their antique superstitions. In the 
distant bosom of the southern ocean, we be- 
held clusters of peaceful islands, defended 
by reefs of coral, over which the waves slowly 
broke, and the friendly inhabitants asleep* 
under the shade of their cocga nut trees. 

5 
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With rapid thought we passed the shores of 
the Brazils and Spanish America, stained 
with innocent blood, and where the marmur 
of the wares upon the shore was mingled with 
the crack of the task-master*s lash-^^he cries 
of t{ie feeble Indian — and the noise of his 
mattock as he dug for gold« On the banks 
of the majestic rivers and lakes, and in the 
bosom of the forests of the western world, we 
beheld, with pardonable pride, English laws 
and institutions, English manners and men, 
firmly rooted; and pleased ourselves with the 
thought, that our language would thereby one 
day become the most extended that has per- 
haps ever been spoken upon the face of the 
globe. Then revening towafrds the north, 
we lingered amidst the various cities,- the 
polished arts, and the domineering policy of 
enlightened Europe; and fixing upon our 
p.vn happy island, we forgot, for a short mo- 
ment, all ideas of grandeur and sublimity, 
and melted at the recollectton of the ties by 
which we felt connected with it. 

With hearts thus attuned, and in the midst 
of a scene so interesting and so magnificent, 
we long remained in silent wonder and grari- 
tudc^ But as Nature began to s^ssume mojc 

4 
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Mimation^ and from every bush and every 
cleft in the rock issued up a matin hymn to 
Heaven^-^finally, when the sun broke in un- 
clouded majesty over the top of the highest 
eastern hill — ^thcn it was that Charles, in a 
moment of enthusiasm, grasped my hand, and 
raised his right towards Heaven! — ^Then it 
was, perhaps, that these wild solitudes were 
f^rst taught to re-echo the sacred name of 
God to the sound of the human voice. They 
had before been trodden by the footsteps of a 
French disciple of atheism and materialism, 
and to him these lofty mountains conveyed 
the idea of blind matter, and the roar of the 
waves upon the rocks that of death and sub- 
sequent annihilation. But what a different 
sensation was conveyed to my heart, when 
Charles grasped my hand, and exclaimed iq 
^n energetig ^nd affecting tone of vpice-*- 



These are Xhy glorious works. Parent of Good. 

Almighty! Thine this universal frame 

Thus wondrous fair! Thyself how wondrous then!' 

Unspeakable ! ! !• 

Who sitt'st above these Heavens to us invisible ! 

Or dimly seen in these thy lowliest works 5 

Yet these declare thy goodness beyond thopght^ 

And power divine. 
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When he paused, the rocks for a \0ag time 
re-echoed to his voice. AU Nature seemed to 
join in the morning hymn of our. great Poet* 
The lark ascended, bearing in its notes and 
on its wings his praise. The wild buck 
bounded over the distant rocks, and innume« 
rable tribesi of beautiful winged insects began 
to buz about from bu^ to bush. Thus from 
a scene of lonely silence all became animated ; 
ail seemed to be born to new life, and to 
breathe in ten thousand different tongues the 
praise of the Author of Nature. 

Having at length sufficiently gratified our 
ey^s with the grandeur of the scene, we des- 
cended from the crag, after 6rst cutting out 
the initials of our names upon it. We then 
wandered about the top of the hill for up- • 
wards of an hour, always however keeping 
sight of some object by which to direct us 
back again to. the door of the Mountain, there 
having been instances of the colonists them- 
selves being detained on the top, enveloped in 
$udden mists and clouds, without being able 
to find their way down for two days. We 
had also heard much of the runaway slaves, 
who live in the holes and clefts of the hill — 
but we Saw none, nor any traces of them, 
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except a fttoail fire extinguished, and «otne 
ptrched grains of Indian wheat scattered 
about it. And now, as the sun had been more 
thaa an hotar up, it began to grow warm, and 
wc set abotit descending, which tve found 
more troUbksohit even than the ascent, re- 
quiring greater precautions to ' prevent oar 
sHpping and bruising ourselves amongst the 
Stones. We reacbed home about nine o'clock, 
aot a little fatigued, and with our shoes worn 
quite thin through the sharpness of the rocks 
and stones. Having bathed our -feet how- 
ever, and breakfested, we quickly^ forgot our 
-£atigu£S, and thought only of the pleasis^ 
objects which we had seen. Charles advised 
tne to commit the whole to paper, and agree- 
ably to his advice I wrote the above. 

Besides what is to be seen from the summit 
of the Table, the hill itself presents at alt 
times a grand object. It is pleasing in a sum- 
mer morning, to see the rays of the rising 
wn striking first its highest crags, and gra- 
dually spreading and illuminating the whole 
mountain. Then are likewise seen the va- 
pours collecting on its edge, and hanging 
down in long cottony festoons, or shooting 
away into the pure atmosphere. At other 
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times dark clouds roU over its summit^ por- 
tepding wind and storm. In the winter sea* 
son, the shelving parts of the Mountain are 
often white with hail and snow, whilst on its 
top all is dark and wet. If however the wind 
changes to the south-east, and the clouds ace 
driven back from off the land, they collect on 
the top of the Table and I>evil Hills, before 
(hey are blown away to sea. A noise is heard 
among the mountains, and the wind comes 
f^own in furious gusts ; but there is no rain ; 
and if perchance in the evening the moon 
arrises and shines through the clouds, the 
d^rk hills appear as if covered with crown; 
of silver. 

Fipally, after a long tract of dry weathery 
the runaways often set fire accidentally, or 
with design, to the brush and underwood 
which grows along the face of the hill. In 
the darkness and stillness of the night, it ii 
pleasing to observe long and waving lines of 
fire, which bum silently, enhghtening the 
whole mountain, but adding tenfold to the 
darkness which reigns around ; especially at 
that hour when all is hushed, and no eye 1$ 
awake to observe, except what is preventc4 
from sleep by contemplation pr sorrow. 
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CHAPTER Vl 

The HoT-rEiTTOi'^ 

Cur noD sancitis ne eodem kinere eat? Livr« 

X HE scenes which we had witnessed at thcf 
sale of slaves, and the conversation occasion* 
ed by them^ had not failed to make a deep 
irtipressioii on my friend's mind ;^and he ac* 
costed me rather abruptly on the morning of 
the ensuing sabbath- " You have shewn 
me," said he, " the- patient and obedient 
natives of Malabar {irfd Mozambique, and 
the proud and jealous Malay — but of th« 
Hottentot you have given only an imperfect 
outline^ I wish to hear his character from 
you. Vaillant it is true represents him as a 
human monkey, and every colonist to whom 
I have hitherto spoken of these savages has 
only repeated their name with expressions of 
derision and contempt — but why should j^ou 
^eave his portrait so unfinished, whilst the in* 
traders upon his native land have been drawn 
. at foil length :' he is yet the lawful owner of 
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this ancient soil— these venerable mountains 
and wide spread plains are his, and all the 
motley crew that now inhabits here with us 
Europeans at their head, are but usurpers of 
his undoubted rights." ^* For a good reason 
my friend,*' returned I, " these intruders, as 
you- term them, have been drawn in a group : 
he shall stand alone; we will dedicate. th^ 
evening of this sacred d^y to an examination 
of his character, and perhaps we shall m* 
find him so despicable as false philosophy 
and base colonial prejudices may have led 08 
to expoct." • 

Towards the evening my friend called oh 
me a second time. AVe went out together, 
and, traversing the whole breadth of the tdwh 
from the water fountains up td the h^gbei* 
side of Hottentot Square, we soon came to 
the quarries at the bottom of the Lidtfs 
Ramp, when<:e all the stone has been- ob^ 
tained, and ^till continues to be taken for 
building the town. In the principal quarry 
was a ^cat crowd of slaves, which ori ap^ 
proaching nearer we found* to consist princi^ 
pally of Malays. Loud shoutings, a- mighty 
bustle, and the crowd fluctuating to and firo, 
like an immense ware of the sea, iiKiicated 
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that ^omc spectacle hi^ly interesting to 
tfeeim was exhibiting. All the upper side and 
tine borders of the quarry were likewise fall 
of slave spectatois, who testified by their 
eager gestures, and the clapping of their 
hands, how deeply they were interested in 
%vhat was going forward. We were not long 
ignorant of the cause, for having dimbed a 
little way up the hill we looked down, and 
beheld in the middle-of the quarry two game 
cocks fiercely engaged, whilst the whole as- 
sembly seemed to hang upon their every mo- 
tion. We did not await the issue of the* 
coatest, but continuing to ascend straight 
tfpwards, we presently came to a winding path 
which we followed, and in a quarter of an 
hour found ourselves on the top of that part 
of the Lion's Hill called the Rump, and 
^ence on the approach of vessels signals are 
made to the town below. We walked back- 
wards and forwards several times, along the 
ridge of this hill from the signal post to the 
foot of the precipice, which forms the Lion's 
Head, till having sufficiently gratified our 
eyes with the prospect of the town, and the 
Table Mountain on one side, and the bound- 
less ocean on the other, my friend interrupted 
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a long silence by putting me in mind of mf 
promise respecting the Hottentot^ whose por- 
• trait I had left unfinished^ and which h6 
eagerly desired to see filled up. " We could 
not have a better opportunity," said he ; *^ the 
sun is already set, and the watchman at th6 
signal post has descended, and left us entirely 
alone upon the ridge of this hill : presently 
the heavens will glow with unnumbered stars> 
and the moon will throw her silver light over* 
yon ancient mountain, that dark precipice td 
which we are now jipproaching, and the im- 
mense ocean which faintly roars below. Td 

. tne, my friend, your voice is only wanting to 
add new interest to this solemn scene, and fix 
it for ever in my remembrance. The sighing 
of these winds may again greet my ear, but it 
will be far hence on the bosom of the deep. 
1 may again hear the noise of distant waves 
breaking on the rocks, but you will not be 
there 2 cind you, my* friend, may traverse this 
pathless ridge alone — may at no very distant 
period again survey this precipice, those stars, 

. and that bo^ndless ocean, whilst I perhaps 
lie stretched, unburied, and unwept^ on some 
distant and unknown shore-" 

•'. I see clearly, my friend,", replied I> 

/ 
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f* that the intcresib which yoinr fatart take» m 
the cause of the Hotttntot haa awakenol k 
t0 other sympdriiiea: butdkchia^ I ptay you^ 
8Dch melaticboly prettgva^ and yield the 
same attention which you paid to me some 
days j6go when dtsbibing the vaneties 6f the 
fihnres of the Gape* Yoa roaiember no Aotik 
the ciectitneteinces under mdbitii we then be** 
held the HcMeiitot*««4tt$ co^enng of sheep* 
skin, his sanxkls, and his bare head exposed 
to ^1 the heat oi the ^uri* Tbtee very cir* 
, cumseances mark die first ttak in fait charac*^ 
Mr tk^faich is a tmldness almeeft appfoacbtng 
t^ apathy. He k not eai^ly provoked^ amd if 
piovdked he ia soon appeased t jret be is no 
cowaafd^^reatening or itt asage does not 
Mrrify him w much as it readers him mehm-* 
choly, and be seems oMre hfotfbl of giving 
offimee from his naeoral mi)dii0ss than from 
a dresd of pumdmient* When spdken to 
he gencffvUy anMei^ in a submissive tone of 
veftre, and if called by faiv proper name as a 
sign of reproadhf^ be seems to acquiesce in 
fhe jttstte of k as such, adid owns with" some 
ahaiM diat he is cmiy a Hottentots He does 
Hot boatt of his nation-^so fiup hem it thait 
he is e^er to conaeet kimsdf tindi the slaves 
o 
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which are imponed into his native couiitrf, 
and ccmsiders himself as advanced in the 
scale of man hy alliances which a. greater 
energy of cfaaiacter should have taught htm 
to despise. 

^' It is evident that such a deposition must 
include a large share of indolence— -and in- 
deed in cases of insults offered to him^ it is 
often difficult to ascertain whether his for« 
bearance of vengeance arise from the laauness 
or the goodness of his di^)osttion* He is 
violent for a ihoment, and threatens despe* 
ratevevenge, but the words are scarcely from 
his lips before he is calm^ and he concludes 
by muttering to himsdf a long string of m^ 
coherent threats, without the smallest iaten^ 
tion of ever putring one of them in^o execu^ 
tion. . He detests constraint, and jet he sub- , 
mits to it almost without a strug^e* It may 
be said that a slender coid becomes to him 
fetters of iron^ not because he wants the 
strength necessary to burst it asunder^ but 
the energy to make the attempt. 

<< Yet to all this indolence he tuutes at 
times an acdviiy far beyond that of any of 
the tribes bf slaves at the Cape. Not one. of 
them can endure like him the farigues of 
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thlb ehace^ or will. submit with so little re« 
lactance to all its privations. Throughout 
the country he is the only huntsn^n em« 
ployed by the cddnists, or trusted by them 
with arms^ and it is in the natural and pri'- 
mary occupation of man that he displays all 
his good qualities. Inexhaustible patience ; 
unwearied activity ; a mind fertile in expe* 
dients^ and a surprizing agility render him 
thus truly useful. Sometimes with his mas^ 
ter, sometimes alone, he climbs the steep 
passes of almost inaccessible mountains^ or 
traverses the sandy plains of the Carroo in 
search of spots where game may be found. 
His power of abstinence is shewn by the 
small quantity of food with which he is pro- 
vided on these occasions, and he will wander 
all day beneath a burning sun and over hot 
sands without a drop of water to quench his 
thirst. His keen eye, and unerring aim sel^ 
dom deceive him ; yet sometimes after hav- 
:if}g been thus exposed, he returns in the 
evening with a sorrowful heait from want of 
success, whilst perhaps his bloated master 
!Standing at the door of his hut, and seeipg 
him approach without provision, demand?, 
in an imperioils tone, "what the lazy Hot- 
G 2 
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tsntot has been doing tbe whole day.** He 
thinks himself fbrtucMe should he escai^ 
without further punishment. 

^^ If his occasion^ activity renders him thus 
adapted to the chace, his habitual indolence, 
the groundwork of his character, renders 
him equally proper for the daily avocations 
of a pastoral life, and the active and indefa- 
tigable huntsman of yesterday becomes the 
indolent and sleepy herdsman of to-day. 
Yesterday every sense was awake, he was all 
eye to ebserv.e, all ear to listen, all hfe iti 
the pursuit*^to-day stretched out beneath a 
thorny bush of which he always tsakes aire to 
chuse the sunny side, he scarcely at in^pvak 
lifts up his languid eyes to glance them over 
the wide and arid plains wbeiie his ciMlb 
range. Sometimes raising himself from tbe 
ground, he stands leanii^ on his long staff 
as if absorbed in profound mediation, when, 
in fact, he is nearly asleep*~yet in these oc- 
casional glances he sweeps the whole extent 
of tbe horizon, and marks with th^ utmost 
precision in what directio|i the most distant 
of his oxen are straying. In the fv^^ing he 
makes an exertion, collects them together, 
and brings them back to their indo^tfes^ 
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<^ When ho has an object to ac<;ompli3ht 
anid after a vast exertion i^ thotight baa, 
formed bis scheme, such as it may be, be 
has no kka of varying it according to the 
chaise of circumstances that nuiy arise, but 
persiaCs blindly in it until its impracticability 
is grossly obvious even to himself. If he at« 
tenfptft to change it he only makes worse 
bluadera^ and becomes soon so confused that 
no longer knowing how to proceed he reverts 
to hia first principle, and tries the same 
scheme over and over again. A Hottentot 
after sniiSering for a long time the most severe 
and cruel usage from an unjust master, de- 
termined to kiU him. Hjs scheme was to 
desert, and join a party of roving Hottentots 
tben ia that part of the country, and witb 
them to TttuffTk and accomplish his purpo^* 
Ten times in a day be might have fcmnd op« 
poftunitiefs to slay bis tyrant and escape ; in 
hunting when generally alone with him, and 
beUnd he needed only to have put the gun 
to his shoulder, and stretched bim dead at 
his feet; but thitf was not hia scheme, and 
he accordingly left the boor by night, apd 
join^ a patty of mamuding Hottentots.** 
And did he seturnand auuKier bis foFmet 
4 ^ ■ ^ 
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master? interrapted Charles. " I know Hot 
my friend/* replied I, " but if not instigated 
by his new companions, I should rather 
think that in conformity to the general tenor 
of his character, he would rest contented 
with having acquired his liberty, and take no 
further measures to gratify his revenge. 

** Such then is a faint outline of the cha- 
racter of the HottentQt which presents upon 
the whole many contradictions. He is sim- 
ple, credulous, and easily imposed upon, yet 
withal, at times shrewd and cunning. It is 
easy to lead him, but sometimes without your 
being aware of it, he leads you : he is indo- 
lent, yet capable of violent exertions; mild, 
and timid, yet displaying at times great reso- 
lution. Observe, however, that I speak only 
of the Hottentot as he appears within the 
precincts of the colony and in the service of 
the planters. I know nothing of him in his 
. natural state, and perhaps he presents a very 
different character where he is accustomed to 
call the mountains and plains his own, or to 
dispute their sovereignty with the fiercest ani- 
mds of the desert." 

" But you have told me nothing of his 
heart all this time/- said Charles. ^< Is he 
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faithful, afitctidnatc, endearing? You said 
when we last spake of him, that you had 
seen many instances of cold ingratitude in 
those of his nation, and that after having 
been kindly treated by a family for years, a 
Hottentot will leave them with great indif-- 
ference. Are you still of the same opinion, 
or are you now more disposed to do justice to 
hii good qualities ? perhaps what that family 
called kindness, the stupid Hottentot deemed 
cruelty; perhaps the ungrateful wretch did 
not consider the prime of his life sacrificed 
to the service of his master as sufficiently re- 
paid with food and blows. But waving all 
inquiries of this kind, if the Hottentot be 
not grateful by nature is he likely to learn 
that virtue hare ? I beseech you most earnestly 
to lay your hand upon your heart, and tell 
me if the gratitude of a Dutchman were 
placed in one scale, and that of a Hottentot in 
the other, which upon your conscience do 
you suppose would kick the beam ?*' I could 
not help smiling at my friend's earnestness, 
at the same time that I felt the full force of 
his remark. I began to recall to mind a 
thousand instances which I had heard related 
pf unshaken ^delity and ui^dau^ted cpurago 
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on the part of Hottdatots. I reflected ^tt 
at that very moment a small battalion of 
them^ comi|ianded by an English offiGer^ 
was encamped near the Cape, and which per*^ 
formed its evpluoons with the utifiosit incact* 
ness ; at the same time I m:alled to mind 
that a Frenchman had compared th^n to 
monkies at a fair, jostling each other and 
playing a thousand antics on the word of 
command being given^ and my anger kindled 
at this odious and unjust comparisoii. After 
musing a litde : ^' Your observations/' said 
. I, f^ are not without foundation, for now i 
remember that the English, who haire em-- 
ployed Hotteotol servants, give a very dif- 
ferent ch^:acter of them from that of their 
Dutch masteis. They speak of them a^ 
faithful and afiectionate in a high degree^ and 
I leave it to you to determine by which d^ 
cision you will abide." 

<* Thank heaven, then," said Charles, with 
great emotion, ^^ my decision is already made. 
I have been anxious to see some justice don^ 
to the character of this race, so long and sa 
ihuch misrepresented ; and although your ac-» 
Qount of them does nut, I must confess td 
you, equal my expectations, it yet acccNrde so. 
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esac^ly with my own' few obgervations, that I 
akn inclined to think it correct, as far as it 
goes. It is now perfectly clear to me why 
they have been so grossly calumniated. The 
Hot«»itot, as presented by the French philo* 
sophists, was necessary to their systems as the 
lowest link in. the chain, which according to 
them connects man with the brutes that pe- 
rish. As degraded by them, he could claim 
little title even to the " human face divine;'* 
but amongst the other real triumphs of my 
country, I trust this will be one, to be the 
first to rescue the character of this unfortunate 
race from such unfounded calumnies, and in 
time to assign them that rank in the scale of 
man which they ought justly to hold." 

Such was the conclusion of our conversa- 
tion on the Hottentots. We had walked up 
and down for several hours, during which the 
moon had been obscured by mists; but 
scarcely had Charles concluded, when a sud- 
den flood of silver light burst on the upper 
part of the Table Mountain, and irradiatedi 
far and wide its lofty crags. The Lion Head, 
at the foot of which we then stood, was still 
obscured, and only a few scattered rays were 
. thrown on the bosom of the dark and ever- 
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heaving deep, whose waves scarcely inter^ 
rupted the solemn silence which reigned 
around. Charles and I stood for some time 
wrapped in contecnplation, and, after a long 
pause, left with reluctance this impressive 
scene which we were doomed never to see in 
company with each other more. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

Reed Vailey. 

dualibus in tencbris vit«> quantiique periclis 
Degitur hoc aevi, quodcumque est— - 

LUCRET* 

X HE curiosity of Charles bad been excited 
by hearing mention made of Reed Valley, and 
he desired that our next walk should be there. 
We accordingly left Cape Town about mid- 
day, following the high road for upwards of 
two miles, when we turned off to the left and 
gradually descended upon the sandy flats of 
the Salt River. — As we approached the River 
we beheld a horrid spectacle. Upon the sand 
were erected a number of stakes and gibbets, 
upon which were the remains of upwards of 
a dozen malefactors who had been executed at 
the Cape at different periods. Some were sus- 
pended by the feet, decapitated; others were 
laid across the narrow wheel on which they 
Had been racked, bent double and hanging 
down on each side, whilst many seemed to 
preserve, by the attitude in which they wero 
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placed^the last writhings of pain and approach* 
ing death. Wc were shocked at this sight, and 
hastening to get away fixjm it, were carried 
across the river, one after another, by a slave 
who was about to wade through. We soon 
found our walk very tiresome, being presently 
engaged among little saiid hills which reflated 
the heat of the sun in a violent degree, whilst 
the sand giving way at every step fatigued us 
greatly. The only green that we ^aw to refresh 
the eye was near two or three windmills, which 
grind almost all the wheat used in Cape Town; 
Every where else around nothing wa^r to be seen 
but a barren waste^ with ranges of sand hills, 
diversified here and there with a little spot of 
coarse sickly-coloured grass, and scanty poola 
of brackish water. Conversation and friend* 
ship,bowever,suppliedtheplaceofextternal ob- 
jects, and diverted a walk of three hiours, which 
we should otherwise perhaps have beeti ifnduced 
to relinquish. To our great mortification we 
found nothing at Reed Valley W compensate 
for our fatigue. Two or three huts, rather 
than houses, where ^ere stationed a fl»w Dr4* 
^oons, were the only habimtion^ that we s^w; 
The Reed Valley it^lf was nothing but a fiat 
piarshy piece of ground overgrown with 
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ttMb^> and the water^ of which we asked for a 
Itttle, was so brackUh that neither of us could 
^riak it with any 8atis£3tt:tion> notwithstanding 
our thirst. In short, we began to repent 
heartily of pur walk, when the officer on duty 
therearrived^and with much hospitality pressed 
us to stop. His. inrit^tion came too season* 
ably to be refused, and our dinner and sonoc 
good Cape wine restored our spirits. At six 
we took leave of our entertainer^ and bent out 
way back to the Cape. Being tired of the 
sand hills, however, we soon turned off to the 
nghty and in a little time found ourselves on 
tlie hard sandy beach of Table Bay, which we 
dietermined to follow all the way into towis. 
It was now twilight, and as that died away we 
began to see our shadows on the sand, and*, 
looking up, beheld the moon, which was just 
past her first quarter. Never was there a more 
delightful evening. The heat which we had 
suflfefcd in the morning made us inhale with 
greaternpleasure a cool westerly breeze which 
biew in from the sea, gently ruffling the sur* 
&ce of the water, which scarcely broke in small 
waves at our feet. As the evening advanced 
we discerned a train of fires which had been 
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lighted to burn the bm&hwood on the oppo^ 
site side of the bay. From these arose co- 
lumns of white smoke, which, by their slow 
motion to the eastward, indicated the feeble* 
ness and direction of the wind. The coolness 
of the air, the murmuring of the water, the 
fine beach beneath our feet, the moonlight, 
every thing, in short, was in perfect contrast 
with our morning's walk, and we impercepti- 
bly arrived at the mouth of the Salt River, 
whilst we thought ourselves still at some dis^ 
tance from it. How to cross it was the diffi*- 
culty, and we were just about to turn oiF to 
the left when we perceived a party of slaves 
at a small distance very busily employed in 
collecting shells to burn for lime. Having 
liailed them, we were carried across and con- 
tinued our walk along the sand till we came 
in a line with Craig's Tower, *a small fort near 
the shore and within three miles of the town. 
Here Charles made a sudden halt, having per- 
ceived on our right a large part of a wreck 
half covered by the sea. Struck with this ap- 
pearance, he asked me if I knew to what ves- 
sel it had belonged. " Alas my friend," re- 
plied I, ^^ is our walk of this day then to bt*- 
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^H and end with sights and tales of horror } 
You ask me to relate one of the most melan-^ 
choly events that ever took place in this bay* 
" That is a remaining portion of a British six- 
ty-four, the Sceptre, which was driven ashore 
here in a gale of wind and went to piece3; the 
. greater part of the crew perished with her, 
and many of their bodies are at this moment 
buried beneath the wreck. I was present al- 
most from the momen^t of her striking, and, if 
you ar^ inclined, can give you some details of 
the catastrophe which ensued." " Since I have 
been so inquisitive," saidCharles, "letmeknow 
the whole. I shall listen if not with pleasure^ at 
least with attention." " Know Iben, my friend," 
replied I, ** that it was on the 5th November 
last that this melancholy event took place. 
Early in the morning of that day the wind be- 
gan to blow fresh from the north-west, a 
circumstance almost unheard of before at 
9uch a time of the year, accompanied with a 
heavy sea rolling into the bay. No danger, 
however, was apprehended till after mid- day, 
when the wind and swell of the $ea continuing 
to increase, a large American vessel from Bom- 
bay parted her cables and drove ashore not far 
from the castle. This was soon followed by 
an American brig which went ashore with twa 
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or three mU set, by vAnch meAM, being dn-* 
ven far t^ on a good s«Lnd^ the huU was saved 
from being much beaten about by the waves. 
'^ At six o'clock I went down to the sea side, 
about which time the Sceptre and a Danish 
«xty-foM, bound to the eastward, began to 
lower their flags and fire guns as signals of 
distress^ and soon afterwards the Sceptre flip-i> 
peared to drive from her anchors, as yet bed 
slowly. At seven, the spectators who had as^ 
sembled on the beach began to disperse, as if 
was raining hard, until being left alone, I ran 
along the shore, the vessel still continuii^ to 
fire at intervals, and from the deeper sound of 
each succeeding gun through the repereos^ 
sion of the hills, it was evident that she W^n 
drawing nearer and nearer to the bottom ol 
the bay. About eight I arrived alone upon 
the spot. It was now dark, for although the 
moon was up it was very cloudy, yet not so 
much so but that I could plainly perceive a; 
large vessel aground with all her masts g^ne, 
at no great distance from the shote^ I was 
about to return to Cape Town to comosani^ 
cate this intelligence, when I saw a number 
of people coming towards the spot attended 
by slaves with lanterns. These proved to 
be the officers of the Sceptre^ who happei^^ 
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to be on shore together with some other na* 
val officers^ and with them I returned to the 
place. There was at firsi some dispute whe* 
ther it was the Sceptre or not, till at length 
we discerned the broad pennant flying at the 
stump of the mizen, which put an end to all 
doubt. Perhaps however^ Charles, I am re* 
latiag circumstances, which, however impor-^ 
tant they appeared to me at the time, may be 
uninteresting to you?" " By no means/* re* 
turned my friend, *rpray continue/* 

** As the officers seemed much concerned 
for the fate of their comrades on board, I en- 
deavoured to cheer them, by representing 
how near the ship was to the shore, and the 
great probability of her keeping together till 
day light, at which some seemed comforted, 
but the greater part, more experienced, only 
answered, ^^ she is an old ship, she is an old 
ship." We set to work however,, collecting 
all the loose planks that were floated ashore, 
and clubbing our handkerchiefs for tinder, 
we soon made a large fire, and gave three 
cheers as loud as we could to encourage those 
on board* At ten o*clock, however, it came 
on to rain so hard that the vessel couM no 
longer be seen; a dismal cry was, however, 

H 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 WAXJCfll ARO IKSTCHBS 

plainly heard, and before eleren, sudi t mms^ 
bcr of pbnlLs began to be tlicown upon the 
beach, together with chairs^ tables^ and other 
articles, that it became but too evident that 
she had &llen entirely to pieces. 

" The distress of the oificcif s, and of crcry 
man present at this afflicting sight, maybe 
conceived, but cannot be described, I¥e«« 
sently some of the crew came on shore half 
dead, and who would for the most part have 
been washed back again had they not been 
assisted^ by those on the beach. They gave 
information that the sternof the vessel had 
$ffst broken off, when the captain advised 
every man to stand ready to jump into the 
sea in case she bioke further. In less than a 
quarter of an hour a great wave struck hep 
amidships, when she fell> as it were, directly 
to pieces. It was at this time that the dis- 
mal cry was uttered which we heard from the 
shore. The scene of horror that ensued was 
covered with the veil of night. 

'^ About four o'clock the rain ceased and 
-the wind fell ; but when day broke, a scene 
was presented certainly ^e most afflicting 
that dver my eyes beheld-— the shore for three 
hundred yf rds thickly covered with planks, 
a 
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yardBf and all the noM of an Engli^ ttuui of 
war, intermixed with the bodies of more thati 
two hundred brave fellows, whb died, ftot 
fighting for their country, nor even the sai- 
lor's watery death, but absolutely murdered 
and dashed to pieces amidst the vast quantity 
of wood which wa^ floating about ; upwards 
of one hundred m^e perished with them, 
the bodies of the greater parr of which were 
bttri(?d beneath the guns and the portions of 
the wreck. Among the bodice wa»hed oil 
shore were those of several women ; one of 
them with her infant clasped to her breast was 
thrown up close to that little rock covered 
with weed which we have juft passed. Even 
at this ,moment I can scarcely refrain from 
tears at the recollection of this afflicting in- 
stance of maternal tenderness, whom even 
death could not constrain to let go her hold.'* 
Charles at this burst into tears, and begged 
me to go no further. " I have done," said L 
•' A subscription was set on foot for the pur- 
pose of erecting a monument to the memory 
of the dead, as near to the spot as circum- 
stances would permit, and although carried 
to some extent was afterwards laid aside, for 
what reason I know not.'* 
H 2 
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By this time we had passed the hull of the 
Danish man of war which had been driven 
ashore nearer to the lines, and which^ by 
withstanding the fury of the waves, had 
saved the lives of the crew. Presendy we 
beheld the remains of the large American 
vessel, and in a short time, turning to the 
left, we entered the castle, and through it 
came upon the parade, which we crossed to 
the town. Charles had not listened to my 
recital unmoved ; and the remembrance of 
so melancholy an event having damped my 
spirit, we parted for the night under rather 
sorrowful impressions. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Road to Simon's Town. 

Stat sua euique dies : breve et irreparabile tempus 
Omnibus est Vitae. 

Virgil. 

vluR last excursion was to Simon's Town. 
Intending to prolong our walk by visiting seve- 
ral of the principal estates on our road, we set 
off by break of day. A mile from Cape Town 
we passed the lines, a range of redoubts and 
blockhouses, upon a ridge of rising ground, 
connected by a ditch and rampart, and ex- 
tending from the edge of the Bay to the 
highest accessible part of the Devil's Hill. 
Having passed the lines, the road winds ra- 
ther to the right, and in about half an hour 
brought us through an avenue of trees to 
Rondybosch, the seat of the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of the Cape. A little beyond Rondy- 
bosch we ascended a small rising ground to- 
wards the right, and continuing to approach 
still nearer to the hills, arrived at the Brewery, 
the estate of D. Van Reenen, as well known 
und as famous, at the Cape as that of Con- 
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stantia : and here we stopped to take some 
refreshment. 

» The house of Mr. Van Reenen, though 
not yet compleated, is by far the most elegant 
of any building, public or private, in the 
whole colony. It was planned by Mr. Thi- 
bault, a French engineer, who built the Am- 
sterdam battery. Behind the house a copious 
spring of pure water gushes out at the foot 
of the Devil'a Hill, and which together with 
the springs of Nicuweland form the begin- 
ning of tliQ salt river j adjoining is a wood 
irf silver trees, so called from the glazed siU 
very appearance of the leaves. The bark re* 
sembks that of the beech^ with numerous 
hpris^ontal fissures, and the <wood is ,of little 
value except for firing4 In a landscape min* 
gled with other trees of a dark green foliage 
they produce a singular and beautiful efi^ct 
JSehind the brewery is a path by which per-r 
^oni; acquainted with these hills can reach the 
summit of Table Mountain ; it is even said 
to bf; easier of access on this side than by the 
passage ih the face of th^ mountain towards 
th^ town. 

At eigl)t o'clock we left the brewery, prc- 
gffjjd by ft 9lav^ whf> shewed ^is a nearer 
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road thdn that with which we were ac« 
qaainted^ and brought us to the back of the 
cacpp at Wynberg, a small hill which forms 
A healthy situation for troops^ and a good mi^ 
litary pctet between the two bays. Here wc 
dismissed bur guide, and after passing tht 
camp reached an eminence whence we had a 
view of the False Bay, the pass of Muysen*- 
berg, and the opposite hills of Hottentot HoU 
land. These views, joined to what we had 
before observed suggested the following ideas: 

First. The flatness and sandy nature X3i£ 
the grQund which separates the two bays 
seemed clearJor to indicate that they bad beeii 
formerly united, in which case the present 
peninsula of the Cape must have formed an 
Inland separated from the main continent of 
Africa by a strait of from ten to fifteen miles 
in breadth* 

Secondly. The strait must have been 
shallow ; for had the water been deep and the 
current consequently strong, the middle part 
of the channel could not have been filled up 
as it now appears, by the deposits of the 
ocean and the soil washed down from the 
hills. 

Thirdly. The steepness of the ranges oif 
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great mountains appeared to have arisen frorn 
some sudden sinking or washing av^y of the 
intermediate soil, and not by the gradual r^- 
treat of the sea. For if it be owing to this 
latter cause, why has it stopped at a certain 
point and left any soil between the two bays ? 
And why, where the mountains bordering 
upon the sea are lofty, is the depth of water 
close in upon the shore likewise in propoj^ 
tion ? Let us study those mountains whose 
steep bases^ arc still covered with water, and 
say what gradual corrosion, what lapse of 
ages hath worn away such huge masses of 
£tone to a depth where the plummet of man, 
in many instances, hath never yet reached ? 

Fourthly. At the ba^cs of many of those 
great or primary ranges of mountains we 
noticed smaller hills running in nearly a simi- 
lar direction, but totally different in shape, 
being of no great height, rounded off into 
regular forms, and covered with vegetation ; 
whereas the first were steep, lofty, craggy 
from half way i^ to their summits, and irre- 
gular in their appearance. 

And lastly. We observed that the direction 
of the hills of the two bays, and in general 
pf all the great ranges of mountains in this 
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part of Africa was from north- north-west, to 
south-south-east. 

Musing and conversing upon these sub- 
jects, we arrived at Constantia, after ascend- 
ing and descending several rising grounds, 
and crossing a small brook which winds 
round the foot of the Wynberg and falls 
into the salt river. The estate called Con- 
stantia lies at the foot of the Pletteberg, or 
Flat Mountain, one of the Cape hills, which 
are here steep but not very lofty ; . a long 
avenue of tall trees leads up to the house, 
iand from the terrace there is a fine view of 
False Bay. The soil, which produces the 
famous Constantia grape, is of a light sandy 
nature, or rather a mixture of clay and sand. 
The vines are planted in rows like curraqt 
bushes in England, being always kept close 
pruned, and not suffered to grow higher 
than three or four feet, which indeed is the 
only mode of treating the vine in all parts of 
the colony. The wine itself is of two kinds, 
red and white ; and though the flavour be 
somewhat similar, there is said to be a great 
difference in their properties ; the red declin- 
ing in colour and flavour with age, whilst the 
white continues to improve. It is fit only tp 
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be used as a sweet and high flavoured cordiali 
and, although so much talked of^ is inferior 
in many respects to several wines which Eu- 
rope produces. 

We dined with the proprietor^ Mr. Henry ^ 
Cloete, and were afterwards shewn a large 
building behind the house where great leagei^ 
filled with Constantia wine were piled up in 
long rows. I could not help thinking it 

.would form a most excellent temple; and 
Charles, surveying the gigantic proportions 
of our host, whispered in my ear, that if put 
astride one of his own leagers he would prove 
a capital Bacchus Africanus. 

A stone's throw from Upper Constantia, is 
another estate, called Little, or Lower Con- 
stantia ; they constituted formerly one propri- 
etary, though now divided, the wine pro- 
duced upon Lower Constantia being thought 
inferior to the other in quality. 

At three o'clock we bade adieu to our kind 
entertainer, add after passing several estates 
on our right hand, along a sandy road, we ar^ 
rived upon the border of a small lake which 
seemed to extend quite to the foot of the 

, hills, and was likely to arrest our progress } 
we were soon however relieved by the af^- 
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ptoach of a light Cape waggon, which wc 
asceiMlcd, and were carried across the lake, 
which we found to be of no great depth, 
being chiefly formed by the rains from the 
hills, and the salt water filtrating through the 
sands from False Bay. Immediately after 
passing the lake, we arrived at the narrow 
pass of Moysenberg, at the bottom of the Bay, 
The sea advances here so close to the foot of 
the hills, that only a narrow sandy road is left 
between them, and which a handful of men, 
having possession of the high grouhds, might 
defend against a multitude. The remainder 
of the road continues the same, a mixture of 
sand and large stones, and close confined 
between the mountains and the sea* After 
passing the toll-bar of Muysenberg, we had a 
view of Simon's Bay, and thought ourselves 
almost there; but were much disappointed cm 
proceeding a little farther, to find the sea 
running inland and forming a bay called the 
Fish-hook, which we were obliged to coast, 
as also to wade through a small stream which 
here falls into the bay* The Cape peninsula 
appears here to be cut through as it were, the 
hills being very low, and more like mounds of 
Uni than 9oUd rocks.^ . The whole of this 
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range indeed may be divided into three great 
portions. Of these the Table Mountain with 
its appendages will form the first; the Muy- 
senberg the second; and the third will com- 
prize the whole peninsula south of the Fish- 
hook bay. Of this great, and indeed striking 
division, Vaillant has taken notice, and which 
may be classed among the very few truly jwt 
observations which the whole of his travels in 
Africa contain. ^ 

In the evening we reached Simon's Town: 
of all the places either of us had till then 
seen, the least deserving of the name of a 
town, it not consisting of more than twenty 
houses scattered along the side of the Simon*s 
Berg, and overlooking the Bay of that name. 
Here vessels anchor during the months when 
north-west winds prevail, and render the an^ 
ichorage in Table Bay unsafe, Simon's Bay 
. being sheltered on that side by the high lands. 
Two or three miles beyond the town the road 
ends, and the traveller must then ascend the 
hills to arrive at the most southern point of 
the peninsula. However, neither our time 
nor our fatigue allowed us to think of this 
excursion for that evening. 

The following day, being near the fuU 
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mooA^ wc waited till the cool of the after- 
noon, and then prepared to climb the Sit- 
mon^s Berg: the ascent was by a slontirig pa^h/ 
rugged and full of stones, which, towards the 
summit, seemed loosely embedded in a 
whitish day. In three quarters of an hour, 
we reached the top, having stopped twice to 
breathe, and survey the shipping in the Bay, 
now far beneath our feet. 

We found the summit much more regular 
than that of Table Hill, which, even from 
this point of view, preserves the fiat appear^ 
ance of its. summit, sloping upwards from its 
base, whereas towards Cape Town it is nearly 
perpendicular. We endeavoured to consider 
this singular mountain in every direction, and , 
to impress its different appearances upon our 
memory. Yet all around the spot where wc 
stood were not wanting strong vestiges of 
times now far removed. Huge masses of 
granite, worn into a thousand fanciful shapes, 
aad appearing like the ruins of antique build- 
ings, scattered here and there over the whole 
surface of the plain. 

Whilst we were wandering abour in all 
directions, forming a thousand conjectures, 
and finding a thousand resemblances among 
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these decaying rocks, the time which we 
bad allotted for our excursion bad inseosibljr 
elapsed. Our giant shadows, which began to 
be cast to a great distance before its ever the 
rocks, shewed us that the moon was up^ and 
turning our eyes to the westward, we observed 
ker JQSt emerging from behind a dark cloudy 
though quickly obscured again by one still 
darken As we were now at a considerable 
distance from the path by which we had as-i 
cended, and were alike strangers to the sum** 
mits of these hills, we retraced our footsteps 
as well as we were able, and after Various 
trials reached the commencement of the decli- 
Tity. Being now sure of not entirely missing 
our path, we looked round for the highest 
rock near its, and having ascended one which 
overhung the town, looked with a kind of 
serious pleasure on all around us. 

For now the moon, from behind her veil 
of dark clouds, began to shed at a distance 
her trembling beams over the agitated waters of 
the False Bay, which, raised into great billows 
by the force of the wind, rolled towards the 
shore, and broke upon the rocks along the 
coast with a noise like distant thunder. The 
bottom of the Bay was clearly markcd.by ^ 
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leng ivtnding Hne of dazzling white, formed 
by the waves breaking on the sands, as was 
absQ the opposite coast by the dartc shades of 
(he Hottentot Holland Hills; the high land 
of the Hang lip and part of the entrance of 
the Bay being the only portion of the land- 
scape enUghteiaed by the moon. Every thing 
, eke was covefed with a dim light, and rocks 
and precipices, lofty mountains and stndy 
|kbins, were seen m so faint a manner, that 
we almost wondered that they were distin* 
giaishabk at atl. Charles and I lingered long 
on the top of this rock. I knew it to be pro- 
bably our kst excursion at the Cape, and 
Qiaiies, as if through a presentiment of its 
being our last together in this world, fek 
impressed with an unusual mixture of serious- 
ness and tenderness^ In vain the wind rush- 
ed at i*atervals along the summits of the hills, 
and bent, ,even to their roots, the tough and 
stwnted trees which grew €>n the edges of the 
pfeci[»ce. In vaii;^ the increasing darkness of 
the clouds and rolling of the sea a.nnounced 
aa approaching stc^m. Holding my hand 
fast m his- own, he seemed unwilling to quit a 
scene, the solemnity of which accorded but 
loo well with the gloomy presages c^ his owq 
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heart. Twice he' essayed to speak to me-2 
twice a few incoherent wotds escaped his lips^ 
and he pressed my hand fervently without pro- 
ceeding. I caught his melancholy5 and, with-* 
out knowing wherefore, we both shed tears. 
Alas ! had I known that this was indeed the last 
of our excursions together, bitter would have 
been the tear which I then shed — ^still deeper 
the sigh which unwillingly escaped from my 
bosom and mingled with the wind. Our 
hearts were equally in unison as when we 
stood together on the top of the Table Moun- 
tain, but they were now struck to a deeper 
chord, and we remained like the mournful 
spirits of two departed friends, to whom, 
whilst together, even gloom and storms are 
welcome. 

It was some time before this temper of 
mind subsided sufficiently to allow us to think 
of departure. At length, induced by the in-^ 
creasing violence of the wind, and the rain 
which began to fall, we descended the hill, 
and entered our lodging just as the storm 
became violent. All night long the wind 
blew in furious gusts, and the rain fell in tor- 
rents. Towards break of day, however, the 
storm suddenly abated, and at sun-rise the 
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Vehole surface of False Bay was like that of 
tin immense lake undisturbed by the slightest 
breeze. 

Such^ and so sudden^ are often the changes 
of human life. Some days afterwards I saw 
my iWend embark in a vessel bound to tlici 
eastward : a few months had scarcely elapsed^ 
when^ being in daily expectation of hearing 
from him, I received the news of his death I — 
Even at this distance of time I often pay &e 
tribute of a tear to his memory, and recal 
with a sigh, our wanderings and conversations 
on the sununits of the hills of Southern 
Afirica* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

jfoURNAL FKOM CaPE ToWN T<j IfeLfitt ISK- ^ 

berg's Bay. 

In less thtiti a year after my Friewd*s dcpfitf-* 
tiire, and whilst my mind was still bccupied 
vfkii him, a brother itierchant of the C^tpe tt" 
ceited intelligence that a (Coasting tfessel in his 
empldy had been driven ashore lA Bletteil* 
berg's Bay, during a violettt gale of wirfd. H* 
imagined that his presence would be wtfxA 
there, in stimulating the crew to make greater 
exertions to get her afloat; and having de- 
termined upon the journey, requested me to 
accompany him. Having long wished to see 
the interior of the Colony, I willingly agreed, 
being induced moreover by the hopes of 
chasing away the melancholy ideas which 
began to take possession of my mind. An 
intimate acquaintance of mine joined the 
party, which was quickly made up. Each 
provided himself with a horse. Besides seve- 
ral changes of linen, we carried with us two 
^ns, with powder, shot, and a few balls. 

2 
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Thus properly equipped, we left Cape Town 
on Saturday, the eighth of August, l80lj 
about eleven o'clock. 

We had not ridden far, when one of my 
comrades began to complain of the weight of 
his gun, and having met a slave going tQ 
the town, he gave it to his charge, by which 
means mine was now the only gun in com** 
pany. Four miles from the Cape we crossed 
the Salt River, which was at this time of np 
great depth. This stream is very trifling- 
rises at the back of th£ Devil's Hill, and falls 
into th« bottom of Table Bay. As the shore 
is here flat, the tide flows up and renders the 
w^er^lt; whence its name. ^ Between the 
range of the Cape Hills, of which Tabk 
Mountain is the principal^ and those of Hot- 
^ntot Holland, lies a flat sandy plain, except 
about the centre, and towards False Bay, 
where the force of .the winds has raised sand- 
hills. Thia plain we crossed in an oblique 
direction in about five hours, and a little aftct 
aun-set reached the house of William Morklc^ 
in Hottentot Holland, after passing the Eerst^ 
or first river, which was up to the flaps of ow 
saddles. At Morkle's, we heard that the Pal- 
mites river, on th^ other side c^ Hottentot 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i^A WALKS ANB SKETCftfiSt 

Holland*! Kloof was full, and that we should 
be obliged to swim our horses across. We 
supped upon a fine large Steinbrass fish^ and 
went soon to rest. 

Sunday 9.— -At seven o'clock leave Mor- 
kle's, and after crossing two small streams, in 
less than an houfs time reach the foot of the 
Kloof. This is the only pass across this chain 
of hills, without going much farther to the 
northward, and we had heard much of it; in- 
deed to see and pass this Kloof was no incon- 
siderable object of our curiosity. 

The road which goes slanting up the side 
of the mountain to the Kloof (or cleft) is dis- 
tinguishable at a long distance by the red clay 
colour of the lower part of it. In ascending, the 
view is closely confined on the left by steep 
hills ; but to the right we looked down upon 
the fertile district of Hottentot Holland, the 
False Bay, the flat ground between the two 
Bays, and, beyond all, the high hills of the 
Cape, running in a direction exactly corres- 
ponding to that of the chain which we were 
ascending, bounded the view. Meanwhile 
the steepoess and roughness of the path 
obliged us to alight from our horses, which 
we led up the hill. It seemed as if a flight of 
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mde Steps had been cut in the rock, and the 
intervals fiUed up^ and rendered somewhat 
smooth with sand* Over this, in the summer 
season, it is possible, though not easy, for 
waggons to pass; but immediately after the 
rainy season it is, that this sand being partly 
washed away, the loaded waggons iu their 
descent, bound from stope to stone with great, 
shocks, sufficient to shatter, or at least to 
loosen even those of the strongest construc- 
tion ; several have also been lost in cbnse* 
quence pf their overturning and dragging the 
oxen down the precipice. As we approached 
the summit, though our breath failed us, our 
eagerness to be there redoubled, It appeared 
to us as the door to a pew African world. 
Prom the top of the Kloof we were to see 
. lions and tigers, and flocks, pf ostriches, and 
troops of baboons sufficient to furnish us with 
conversation fpr ipany a lopg winter evening 
in our own country. 

At length we reached the summit, where 
the rocks, whose strata are here inclined about 
forty-five degrees to the boriz^on, close ip^ 
and leave only a narrow pass, where two wag- 
gons cannot go abreast. A stnall projecting 
^gle still CQXifine4 our view ; we hastened ta 
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"turn it, and then beheld — ^yes — then it wis 
that we beheld new wastes of sand, barren 
tocks which we had never seen before ; in 
-short, a wild open country, without a house, 
« tree, or a living being in sight to enliven 
the dreary scene. 

After descending tbc hill, we found the 
road composed of a deep whkc sand, over 
which we could travel but slowly, and which 
continued till we reached the banks of the 
Palmites river, about eleven o'clock. 

We found the information true which we 
had received at Morkle's concerning this 
river, it being unfordable. There was, how- 
ever, a flat bottomed boat, with two uj)right 
beams, through which a rope- was reeved, 
which passed across the river, and was made 
fast on each side. We put our saddles into 
the boat, and taking our seats, were pulled 
across by means of the lopc, each one holding 
^ his horse by the reins. This being our first 
swimming adventure, we were greatly pleased 
when we found ourselves safe on the other 
side ; we had, howevier, no time to stop, as 
It began to rain smartly, we therefore proceed- 
ed about tjyo miles to ^ small farm house, 
where we stopped 'to cat, a^nd refresh oiar 
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horses : for the latter we could obtein nor- 
thing but a little str^iw; we ovirselves werp 
more fortunate, the dogs having the day before 
caught a young ricbuck, on which, t;houghi 
miserably dressed in grease, we made a most 
litslicious meal. Whilst our horses were rest* 
ing, we threw away several charges of powdgr 
^nd shot in firing at a mark, which might 
have been reserved for better purposes. 

The rqad, as has been observed, between 
Hottentot Holland's Kloof and the Palmites 
river is ^ndy ; directly on crossing this river, 
however, the soil changes to a fine gravel, 
forming excellent roads, which run chiefly 
along the^des or over the tops of ^pfiall hills^ 
as far as the bottom of the great Hou Hook 
Mountain, over which our road lay. On the 
top of thi3 mpt^tain is ^ number of largp 
istones or rocks of various fantastic shapes, to 
jwhich names Mve been given according to 
their supposed resemblance to different ob- 
jects. In descending, the road becomes a 
deep sand, and continues so as far as the Bott 
Jliver, a sniall stream which runs^t the bottom,! 
and discharges itself Jnto False Bay. Having 
crossed this river, which we found full of holcn 
and clumps of palmites or palm rp^d$, wp 
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found once more a gravelly road, and which 
continued so the remainder of the day. To- 
wards evening we saw a herd of deer, which 
continued gazing at us for some time, and 
then scampered away with great swiftness. It 
was after sun-set bcfiwrc we reached I. R^de* 
meyer's, at the warm baths ; and with great 
difficulty, with the assitance of some dra- 
goons quartered here, procured a good feed 
for our horses; for ourselves we always ob- 
tained sufficient refreshment, and at night 
something in the shape of a bed to sleep on. 

The baths are about a mile from Rade- 
meyer's; the path passes over a large lava 
rock, the surface of which being a little 
mouldered, forms aii earth as fine and black 
as pounded charcoal. This rock is immedi- 
ately above the baths, which consist of seve- 
ral springs of water mostly warm, some of 
which are suffered to run to waste; others- 
are collected into old wells and pits for the 
slaves; and one which runs out of the side of 
the hill, is conducted by an open trough into 
Ti small house of 6ne chamber, which is divided 
into two parts by a low partition of stone. 
The inner division contains the bath, which is 
about five feet square and three and a half it^ 
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fiepth; a kind •£ bed frame , on which a buf- 
falo's skin is stretched out and nailed, serves 
the patient to lay his mattress on. Having 
descended very gradually into the bath, which 
is too warm to admit of an immediate total 
immersion, the circulation of the blood be* 
comes soon so accelerated as to produce, in 
most instances, a strong panting for breath. 
Having soaked himself as long as he thinks 
proper, the patient wraps himself up in his 
blanket, and stretched out upon the mattress, 
enjoys all the pleasure of a copious perspira-p 
tion. He then cools himself gradually, a 
plug is pulled up, the bath is emptied in a 
few m.inutes, and in less than half an hour is 
again filled up sufficiently to admit a fresli 
visitor. The country round the baths is bar* 
ren and wild; towards the sea arrange of 
desolate mountains rear aloft their bare and 
•tony summits, whilst those close to us were 
only covered with long weeds of a sickly yel- 
low. After the rains, however, in the months 
of September and October, the country in 
rnany parts wears a very different aspect. 
Nature spreads over the ground a carpet of 
green, and interweaves it with a thousand 
powers, whilst the rocks are covered with 
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creeping plants, which wave their long fc%- , 
toons in the passing breeze. 

Monday JO.^ — Various aocidenis preveitf 
us from leaving the baths till near ten, when 
the sun was already very hot. Travel slowly 
along the foot of the bath hills, which we 
leave on our left till ^d-day, when, seeing g 
small farm to our right, stop and rest onr 
horses about two hours divkringthe heat of the 
day. In the afternoon, travelling more 
briskly than heretofore, reached the house o( 
I. Riedlickhouscn jjist before sun- set. Ovff 
first inquiries were here, as indeed they al- 
wrays-were, rejecting our horses; and, to our 
great joy, notwithstanding there was .no 
stable, we found that he had stijl some dry 
larlcy, which is always given to tht horses at 
the CapQ in place of oats z having therefore 
flrawn a waggon parallel to the gable end ojf 
♦he house, we contrived to make up ^omc^ 
thing like a stable, into which we put our 
horses, and gave them their barley : the peo- 
l^e themselves seemed to think we took avart 
deal of unnecessary trouble; and indeed, even 
when travelling, the colonists take very little 
care of their horses, but after a hard day's ridej, 
turn them loose to pick up what they can. 
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first taking the precaution however to tie their 
neck close down to the fore leg to prevent 
their wandering too far. Our host treated 
us with the utmost hospitality, giving ns 
plenty of good bread, .mutton, and boiled 
milk, withoitt, however, wine or spirits of 
any sort. After supper, he showed us into « 
room where were two clean beds, leaving us 
to ourselves to divide them as we thought 
proper. 

At Riedlickhousen'§ the country begins td 
assume a different appearance. High n^oua- 
tains on our left, at the foot of which nins the* 
tiver Sonder End, or Endless River.. On ^lar 
light, small hills covered with coarse grass; 
between these two and before us, a Tcmark- 
ably flat country, with every appearance oC 
fertility if properly cultivated. 

Tuesday 11. — Rise before day-break, and 
liaving breakfasted on coffee and bread and 
butter, set off just at §un-rise : the air cold, 
with a slight mist, and a heavy dew on the 
grass ; about nine* o'clock, however, it be- 
came quite clear and very warm. Gur road 
this morning lay chiefly along the flat with 
very gentle swells, the river Sonder End be- 
in^ Cpn9taiitly on our left. After riding five 
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hours, reach the house of Deventcr, a little 
to the left of the road. He was absent on 
the other side of the river^ so that we could 
procure no refreshment for ourselves and very 
little for pur horses, which obliged us after 
halting for an hour to set off again. From 
Deventer's, the road changed every step, lead-r 
ing us first almost close upon the river^ th^ 
banks of which were govf red with various 
bushes and trees affording shelter to great 
quantities of pheasar^ts and large r^d-winged 
partndgeis, which crossed the road frequently, 
- aijid ran before us amongst the bushes, with 
^ degree of confidence which shewed then! 
to be seldpn^ or never molested by man, la 
fact- in this country the Boors do not think it 
worth their trouble to fire at any other game 
than deer, with various kinds pf which th^ 
colony abounds. There was at this time a 
large troop pf zebras in this part of the 
country, which chiefly frequented the hills 
near Deventer's, but which we had not an 
op|)Qrtunity of seeing. Five or six ostriches 
which were stalking along the hill on our 
right, on being chased set off like the wind, 
and were out of sight in a moment. By de- 
grees we begf n to ascend^^ and ^oon had a 
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irieW of the hills above Zwellendam, through 
a romantic opening on our left, where the ri« 
Ter Sonder End seems to have cut its way 
through the hill just before its £01 into the 
Bree or Broad River, whence it*s name^ 
Without End; this view we had in ascending 
a high hill called Hasaquas Kloof, firom the 
top of which we began to have a clear view 
of the bases of that range of high mountains 
at the foot of which Zwellendam is situated^ 
After descenxling the hill, we came to a small 
house, where we rested our horses, and dined 
on cold salt mutton. Half an hour after leav- 
ing thi^ house, we reached the Bree River, by 
far the largest we had yet seen, being about 
equal to the Lee near to its junction with the 
Thames. This river we crossed on a pont or 
flat barge capable of transporting horses^ 
oxen, and loaded waggons^ being nx>ved 
backwards* and forwards by a\ope, in the 
same manner as the ferry at the Palmites 
River. After crossing the Bree River our road 
was constantly up and down hill till sun-set, 
when, haying passed two or three small 
streams, we arrived at Zwellendam. 

This consists of about thirty scattered 
houses, situated at the foot of a lofty range 
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cf steep hills running about ELS.E* 0q9 
branch seemed to stietch away towaupds the 
numnerains of the Rooy Sand; the other, at 
we afterwaads found, ran all the way to Blet- 
tenbeqg^s Bay, being constantly on oar kfL 
Zwelbndam is provided with a church, to 
which the farmers all round the country re« 
sort. The tops of the hills were at this time 
covered with «iow, and the wind, which blew 
from the Nc»th, was cold and chilling. We. 
lodged at the house of a German^ named 
Strijcher, settled here. 

Wednesday 12* — At half past nine leave 
ZweUendam; morning foggy, and at tinses 
sttmU rain — our landlord, Strijcfaer^ accom^ 
panying us for a short distance to put vs on 
oor road. In about an houi^ it* cleared up^ 
ami a/fier descending into a flat country over 
which we travelled for a few miles, arrived at 
ifae BufFel lagl^'s River, the bed of which 
we found suony, intermfcced with chimpi irf 
paltiiites, the tops of wlaich, covered with 
aftmc and weed, indicated the height at which 
the river had lately been. The road cood* 
nued flat for several miles, thtough a couDftry 
seemingly very fertile though almost totally 
uncultivated, one or two farms at a distance 
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01 our right beieg. aU that we sa^ ; about 

mid-tibEiy we bad a shot at a buck at aeventjf 

pacies, afid wounds it, but the ground being. 

fail of bushes it got away. Reflecting oi^ the ' 

iiftconTeniencies of carrying large game, evear 

should we shoot any, and the cruelty o( 

wounding what we cduld not procuK^ I de« 

termined to leave my gun on the first oppor* 

tunity. By this time we had got otw the 

flat, and found ourselves drawing nearer tint 

high chain of hills before mentioned on our 

left; along the foot of this great chain lay 

a range of smaller and more rounded hills^ 

the ste^ sides of which were covered widi 

aloe trees. The road seemed to wind througk 

the flat valley between these two ranges of 

bills; but as I imagined that we should save 

gl^ou^ by crossing the smaller range instead 

of going between them^ we left the great 

rdad, and in a very short time got so entan^* 

^ed among hills and vallies that my two 

companions were apprehensive we might lose 

our way altogether ; agreeably to their opinion, 

therefore, we made a short turn to the left, 

and, after some difficulty in descending the 

stcej> sides of the hills, arrived at the great 

road in the valley. Whilst an the high 
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grounds it had begun to rain, which it noW 
did so violently that we were fain to shelter 
ourselves in a small deserted hut on the edge 
of a large field of corn ; into this two of us 
crept, and with some difficulty introduced 
our horses, while the third, with his rideri 
was forced to abide ** the pelting of the 
jfitiless storm" as long as it lasted. After 
die rain, an hour's ride along the valley 
brought us to the house of J. Dreyer, where 
we halted for two hours. An old Swiss sol- 
dier ha4 taken refuge here during the storm^ 
and was not yet departeds He told us a 
. long and melancholy tale : that he had 
been a serjeant in the French service, and 
had been taken prisoner by the Dutcb^ 
and sent to the Cape contrary to the 
faith of nations; and that he had lost his 
hop^, his pride, his darling, his youngest and 
last surviving son, who had been killed at 
Stutgard, by a cannon ball, whilst fighting 
under the banners of the French Republic i 
and that the wife of his youth, and the com- 
panion of his declining years, was still ifl 
France; and that he hoped to see her once 
more^ and lay his gray head together with 
hers in the same grave* He also told us a 
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Uicof injustice— that he had been defrauded 
by a farmer in the colony, and that he carried 
in his pocket an order from the Landrost, or 
chief magistrate of Zwellendam to do him 
right. The grey; hairs and wrinkled ^ brow 
of this unfortunate veteran, and still more, 
9 tear which unguardedly stole down his 
cheek, vouched for the truth of what he as- 
serted. As soon as the rain had entirely 
^{:eased, he saddled his miserable horse, and^ 
^j|ith nothing but the order of the Landrost 
in his pocket, set off alone to demand justice 



^% 



»' #of a haughty boor, in a lonely part of the 

^untry, surrounded by his family, his ser- 

^nts, arid his slaves. We were not long 

in following him, and a ride of five or six 

miles brought us to the house of Jacob 

Stein, where we slept that night. 

This house is large, and situated at the 
head of the valley, through which we 
had been riding half the day. The view 
down is simple, yet striking ; on the rights 
the range of lofty primitive mountains, their 
tops thinly sprinkled with snow ; on the left, 
the smaller hills rounded off, and xjovered 
- with aloes; between them a long flat talley, 
with the Buffel Jaghte River winding through 

K 
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it. Stein treated us very hospitably^ and 
gave us every information we could desire. 

Thursday IS. — My friend's horse, which 
had with difficulty brought him so far, on 
account of being muchjigalled, was this 
morning unable to proceed tarther. We there- 
fore hired a waggon of J. Stein, drawn by 
oxeoj into which we put our saddles and our- 
selves, and set off at ten o'clock. We soon 
began to ascend the high grounds, 
which the road ran for three hours, wh&i 
came to a flat country, through which ra 
small river called the Duyvcn Hock, 
hours more brought us to the house of 
Dupres, on the Kromb^cks River, when 
dismissed our waggon, and determinedto b! 
In the evening it began to rain, and conti- 
nued to do so all night. At eight o'clock all 
Dupres's family assembled to supper, which 
consisted of salt mutton, mashed pumpkin, 
potatoes powdered with nutmeg, and two or 
three tureens of boiled milk. At nine all the 
family retired to bed. 

Friday 14. — It had rained ,hard all night, and 
this morning, on getting up, we found that it 
iitill continued with unabated. violence, which 
confined us Within doors all the morning. At 
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twelve o'clock it cleared up, but^ on looking 
oat, we saw it was impossible to proceed as yen 
The heat of the sun made all the hilis smoke^ 
and the water ran down their sides in great 
streams, rendering the rivers in the flat coun* 
tqu^QT a short time impassable ; we therefore 
amused ourselves in shooting about the house 
where we found plenty of plover; to say the 
truth, this was but cockney sport, as never 

, :tttving been molested they were almost like 
iBme pigeons. As the day declined, the 
£louds began to collect ^again with slight 
showers; but we noticed with pleasure that 
the waters decreased rapidly on all sides; we 
accordingly bought a horse of Dup^€s, for 

'- yijfich we paid 150 rix dollars, and rc- 
)K>lved on setting off next morning. 

^ Saturday 15. — Morning cool, and the sky 
without a cloud. Dupr6s, intending to con- 
voy us, yoked his oxen, and we set off toge- 
ther in his waggon. The Krombecks River 
we found had nearly resumed its ancient 
channel, but all round its banks were marks 
of the height at which it had been the day 
before. After riding one hour, we reached 
a small house, where Dupres's son resided ; 
who got into the waggon, and undertook to 
K 2 
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Carry us Acibs% the Vat River. This houst 
lay at the foot of a high hill, on ascending 
which, we came to a beautiful large plain, 
eommanding an extensive prospect in every 
direction. This plain we crossed in less than 
an hour, when we began to descend^ ha||^g 
a full prospect of the Vat River at a fittle 
distance below us. Young Dupr^ carried 
us up towards the foot of the oiountaind, 
where the river was not yet collected iitto 
one stream, and 'having tried the passage 
upon horseback, brought us safe acrosa all 
the fords, and at one o'clock we halted at the 
hoyse of H. MuUer. 

Many congratulations passed between Du- 
pr^s and Muller, as, notwithstanding they 
called themselves neighbours, neither of them 
bad crossed the Vat River for eight months. 
Two fine girls, the daughters of our host, 
spread a table and set before us cold meat, 
eggs, bread and butter/ and good wine. It 
was our intenition after dining to have pursued 
our journey, but the kind entertainment of 
our landlord, and his invitation to sleep ait 
his house; determined us to remain till next 
morning. In the course of the evening's con* 
versation we learnt that both Muller and Du- 
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pfH had been &r into tbe interior of the 
c»ubtry beyond the Cafire Land, of which 
they g3y<e many an interesting account, and 
which fully engaged us till supper was on tht 
taUe; and whs^t a supper for three hungry 
traiR^ers! Boiled salt mutton, mashed pump^ 
kin, potatoes, and bread and milk^ as usuaU 
aad besides^ fowls, eggs, roasted lamb^ sallad^ 
and good wine» After supper, two beds were 
Plotted to us, which perfectly corresponded 
vrith the Other part of our entertainment. 

Sunday l^.-^— Charming morning— break- 
fast on cofiee and milk, according to the 
universal Astom among the farmers. By 
Dttpre8*6 advice I leave my gun in charge of 
H. Muller, .till our return. At seven o'clock 
set off, accompanied by a slave, to shew us 
across the CafFre Cuyl's River : on our arriving 
at the usual ford, however, and preparing to 
cross, a man came running out from a small 
hut on the opposite bank, and called to us 
not to attempt it, as the river was as yet by 
far too deep and rapid. The slave then kd 
us two miles farther up, where this, like the 
Vat River, by not having as yet collected all 
its waters into one stream, was more likely to 
be fordable. The ground on both sides .of 
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the river was here flat, full of deep holes^ 
bogs, ^d clumps of palmites, so that we durst 
not have ventured across, had th^re not luckily 
been a small house at a little distance, to- 
which we rode up. The owner, a tall stout 
man, without shoes or stockings, no sooner 
understood our intentions, than he went in 
quest of his horse, which he soon caught and 
mounted, without any other furniture than a 
rope round the head, and without either sad- 
dle or bridle: thus provided, he led us 
through all the marshes and across the river, 
passing himself first, and from the opposite 
side directing us, while in the water, to keep 
to the right or left as circumstances required* 
The bed of the river was full of palmites, and 
one of my companions thinking it proper not 
to keep in the middle of the stream, inclined 
his horse towards a clump on the left ; no 
sooner, however, had he got over this clumps 
than the horse fell into a hole, and immedi* 
ately, being frightened, began to plunge, to 
the no sniall danger of his rider, who held on 
by the mane in a very disagreeable situation ; 
had he fallen off, the rapidity of the current 
would quickly have swept him under the pal- 
mites ; fortunately w^ got all safe ov?r, ao4 
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after passing a few more bogs, arrived on 
good firm ground, and having rewarded our 
guide with a dollar, soon reached tne public 
road. Two miles along the flat brpught us to 
the foot of a hill over which the path led, and 
having travelled about two hours, we arrived 
at the hmxsc of Jacob^l Reinsenberg, where 
ire found the family at dinner: having turned 
our horses loose, we joined them, and remained 
here about an hour. All this day our most 
anxious inquiries had been respecting the , 
Gauritz,or as it is pronounced, the Kous River, 
which we understood to be the largest and 
most dangerous in our whole route: these 
inquiries we again repeated at Reinsenberg*s i 
He informed u? that it was totally impossible 
to cross the river at the usual fords, and that 
as heretofore, we must keep close up to the 
mountains, by the house of I. Prins, where 
the river was always soonest fordable. At 
twelve o'clock we again set off in, the heat of 
the day, and having once more ascended the 
high grounds, followed the Ij^ hand rcmd 
whicti led towards the mountkms. All this 
part of the country was thickly covered with 
aloe trees in every stagd of their growth, 
though mostly old with large thick stems. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 WALKS AND SKSXCHEft 

Having ridden for two hours without seeing 
either the house or the river, we began to 
think we had missed the path, especially a!^> 
the road now led directly up to the moun-^ 
tains; to our great joy, however, a few miles 
further we began to d^loMd, and at the same 
time saw a house at tbe foot of the kills, and 
almost close to the Gauritz River. Having 
reached it, we found it to be the house of . 
I. Prins, to which we had been directed. 
Prins himself was not at home, but his wife 
and daughters instructed us how to cross the 
river, whilst a great number of Hottentot and 
ilave children kept running before us stark 
naked like so many little Yahoos. We were 
glad to hear that Prins had gone through the 
river only the preceding night, and that a 
dragoon, from GraafFRcinet, had passed that 
very: morning. A little slave boy ran before 
us to the ford ; we there for the first time 
had a clear view of this river, issuing from 
between two high mountains, or rather bear** 
ing the res^feblance of having cut its way 
through, and made two mountains of what 
Was formerly one ; for it is to be noticed that 
this river does^nof rise ne^r to where we cross- 
ed jt, but from a range of very high moutn 
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tam^ far up the country, whose summits, we 
were told, are, for six tjipnths in the year, 
covered with snow ; hence the river is often 
impassable when there has been no rain iu 
the country through which we were travel- 
ling. And on the other hand, the Gauritz 
River may sometimes be crossed while the 
petty streams are unfordable ; such being the 
slope of these mountains, that the greater part 
of the rain which falls upon, them, drains off 
on one side into the Vat and Caffre Cuyl's 

Rivers, and on the other, into a number of 

I 

small streams, which do not fall into the Gau- 
ritz till near its junction with the sfea. Where 
we were, the river, confined by a steep mouUr 
tain on each side, rushes out with violence, 
but immediately abates its fury on leaving the 
Jtills, and divides for a short distance into 
several streams. The banks were covered 
with trees, which, with the shade of the 
mountain, and the rushing of the water over 
its bed of large stones, formed to our eyes a 
romantic view, not the less pleasing to us, who 
had been exposed all day on open plains to 
the heat of the sun, for being somewhat 
gloomy. - We proceeded with great caution, 
the river being here divided into three larg^ 
5 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 tTALKS AN1> SKBTCHSS 

Streams, each of which was equal in breadth 
and rapidity to any we had hitherto crossed. 
« Being safe over, we congratulated each other 
on having passed a river which had been held 
up to us as a kind of bugbear, and proceeded 
with redoubled pleasure, following the tracks 
cfPrins'swaggoa wheels, which were plainly 
discernible. At four, we reached a small 
house, at the dodt of which Prins was stand- 
ing, who invited us to stop. Here we pro^ 
ciired seme dry barley for our horses to our 
great satisfaction, forage being exceedingly 
scarcfe all over the country. Halted about an 
hour, and then sei: off, being informed that 
another hour's ride would bring iis to the 
house of the widow Pinar, where we might 
sleep. Directly from Prins's we began to as- 
cend, and having reached the high ground^ 
saw on all sides of us chains of small hills and 
narrow winding valleys, but no signs of a 
house. As it was now near sun-set, we re- 
doubled our speed, but it became dark before 
we could trace any vestige of inhabitants; and 
after descending a steep hill, we found our- 
selves in a long narrow valley, on the banks of 
a small river, which we were for some time 
jifraid $Q cross; luckily, although the sky 
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was clouded, the moon began to give us a 
little light, whilst wc- were debating on the 
propriety, or rather the necessity of turning 
our horses loose, and keeping watch alter- 
nately all night ; presently it became light 
enough for us to discern the track of wag- 
gons, which appeared recently formed down 
to the water's edge. I also thought I heard 
the lowing of cattle on our ri^ht. We there- 
fore crossed the stream, and after riding in 
great suspense for some time, arrived at a house 
so small, that we could not believe it to be 
the one we were directed to, as in fact it was. 
As there was neither stable nor forage, we were 
obliged to adopt the African mode -with our 
horses, by tying the neck to the fore-leg : 
before going to bed, however, we collected a 
little straw by the hght of the moon, which 
now shone very bright, and tied our horses 
together to a waggon, the air being cold and 
frosty. For ourselves, we' were kindly, if not 
sumptuously, entertained, and slept in, or 
rather^ on a bed, the appearance of which 
effectually prevented our undressing. 

Monday 17. — At six leave the widow 
Pinar's, riding at first very gently, our horses 
bm$ chilled by standing all night in the 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



148 WALK» A27B SKMTCffSi; 

open air. Morning cold ami foggy— as the 
sun began to rise, the mists ckared off the 
hills, and we found the valley in which we 
were riding opening out to the south. In 
about half an hour we came to an open space, 
formed by the intersection of two long vaV- 
Jcys : here we turned oiF to the left, keeping 
our course to the eastward. Our ride ak^g 
this valley was delightful; it was almost a 
perfect flat to the very bottom of the hills oti 
each iiand, whose rounded summits and steep 
sides, together with their corresponding sinuo- 
sities, seemed to announce that we were tra- 
velling over the deserted bed of some ancient 
and mighty river : nor indeed Could any 
doubt remain on our minds, when we con- 
sidered the nature of the bottom of the valley, 
consisting entirely of smooth stones like thote 
found in the beds of rivers, or on the sea 
shore. Over this bed of stones, a sprinkling 6f 
mould is spread, suflScient to support small 
trees and bushes, and in some parts even those 
of a tolerable size. After travelling about two 
hours, we canae to where this valley was^ again 
intersected by another nearly at right angles ; 
but this intersection, instead of producing as 
before an open space, seemed to have heaped 
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tip a mound which formed four valleys of 
what were only two ; for having passed over 
this hill or mound, we came into another val- 
, ley called the Honey Klip, which in fact was 
only a continuation of that in which we had 
been travelling. It derives its name from k 
singular ro<tfc, so called, doubtless, from honey 
being found there by the first settlers. We 
soon reached it, and found it to be an enor- 
taous mass of granite, forming part of the side 
of the valley, perpendicular and entirely bare; 
it forms also an angle of the point of inter- 
section of another valley, and to a naturalist, 
no doubt, would suggest many reflections. 
At ten we reached the house of I. Rademeyer, 
where we unsaddled our horses and halted 
upwards of an houfr. 

After leaving Radenieyer*s, we followed the 
course of the Honey Klip valley for some time^ 
when we began to ascend the high grounds, . 
which, though chiefly consisting of extensive 
plains, are very far above the level of the sea. 
At one o'clock we reached the house of Ni- 
cholas Meyers, in a charming situation, and 
wh^re we met with a most hospitable recep- 
tion both from the owner and his wife, and 
beautiful daughters. To add to otir satisfac* 
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tioD, wc obtained plenty of batley for our poor 
horses^ who had not met with such a full treat 
for many a day. From Meyers's is. a view of 
the Bodler's Klip, a mass of bare rocks on the 
top of a hill^ so called from the steward (or 
Bodler) of a ship cast away upon the coast, 
who, with several of the sailors, took up 
his abode in the hollow of the$e rocks for seve- 
ral days. Its appearance seems to indicate 
that this mountain was formerly much higher 
than at present, its ancient summit being di- 
minished by the impression of the weather and 
the lapse of time, apd Bodler's Klip alone le/t 
as aa evidence of it. At four we left N. 
Meyer's, descending till we came to a large 
sandy flat, and in a short time crossed the 
littl.e Brak River, which at this time was 
scarcely more than a brook. We then ascend- 
ed a steep hill, and in the valley, on the op- 
posite side, beheld the house of the widow 
Terblans, where we proposed to sleep, and 
where we arrived a little after sun-set. , Here 
we were again fortunate in finding barley for 
our horses, and were as usual hospitably en- 
tertained oui'selves. 

Tuesday 18.^ — At nine o'clock set off, and 
in about an hour arrive at the Great Brak 
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Biver^ which we crossed without difEculty, it 
Bang now low W9ter. We bad immediately 
to climb a high and very steep hill, keeping 
under our view^ during the whole of our 
ascent^ a nK)st romantic and deep valley oti 
our left^ the sides of which, though seemingly 
almost perpendicular^ were covered with 
lofty trees, with the Great Brak River gliding 
along the bottom. Having climbed the hills, 
we found ourselves upon a very large plain, 
bounded on the left by a range of bvokea 
mountains, and on the right by the sea, o( 
which, to our great joy, we had now a clear 
view. After riding for some time we arrived 
at a small eminence, whence we had an ex- 
tensive prospect of the seemingly boundless 
ocean, over whose broad bosom we saw at a 
great distance d^rk ^ louds collecting and 
descending in heavy rWn. We soon found 
the plain, though at the first glance it appeared 
nearly level, to be intersected by hollows, at 
the bottom of one of which was a narrow 
stream of water, but so deep that we were 
obliged to unsaddle our horses and swim 
them over, whilst we passed by a tree which 
lay across. The bottom of another of these 
hollows was covered with palmites, standing 
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very thick, §nd had the appearance of being 
dangerous ; a slave,- however, coming that 
way, showed us the passage across*. We met 
with no further interruption, and about two 
arrived at the house of Derrick Huivis, vrtiere 
we halted for tfce day, turning our horses 
loose till the evening. At sun-set a na&n ar- 
rived, who informed lis that the brig was stiU 
aground. This being the first intelligence 
we had received, shoi^ed that we were api^ 
proaching the object of our journey. Our 
landlord perfectly well remembered Dr. 
Sparman, and showed us a small time-piece 
which the latter had sold to him on returj;iiog 
to the Cape. 

. Wednesday JQ. — Set off at six, and after 
riding for two hours along the plain, reach the 
house of Frederick Barns, where, with some 
difficulty, we procured a few eggs and some 
very coarse bread for breakfast. Here wc also 
hired a guide, as we had been informed that 
our road this day was intricate and even 
dangerous ; we accordingly set off, preceded 
by a slave for our guide. He proved to be a 
native of Bengal, and gave a wofiil account 
of being enticed on board ship when a boy 
of thirteen years of age» and conveyed 
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to the Cape^ where he had ev^r since Ian- 
guiabed in slaviery. He expressed vehe- 
mently in broken Dutch, his rage at being 
enslaved, and seetned confident of one day 
escaping from his chains. When we asked 
him how . he could ever hope to get out 
of such ti country, he raised his right hand 
towards the sea, and cried " there, there,^* 
to show us to what quarter he looked for de- 
liverance. After an hour's ride, the Ben- 
galian running briskly before us, we arrived 
at the Zwarte, or Black River, which lies at 
the bottom of a steep and woody valley, similar 
to that in which the Great Brak River runs. 
The descent and ascent we found troubled- 
some, but the passage of the river by no 
means dangerous, the water being low ; ah 
hour more brought us to the second and more 
difficult passage of the Caiman's River, but 
even this had nothing dangerous in it, our 
guide descending the steep, and crossing the 
water before us. The opposite side we found, 
wonderfully steep and rocky, and we should 
have taken great merit to ourselves in mount- 
ing it had we not observed the track of a 
waggon having descended lately. Our guide 
infonned us that such an operation rec^uired 
h 
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at least seven or eight hours, nor could we 
doubt it when we surveyed the ruggedness 
of the path, and saw the marks which the 
wheels had made on the solid rock in sliding 
down. On looking back to contemplate our 
progress, we saw with pleasure a large body of 
water (for so it may be termed in this country) 
breaking out as it were from the solid rock, and 
falling from a great height into the Caiman's 
River; we had heard the noise of the fall all 
the time of our passing, but were before unable 
to tell whence it proceeded: After some 
time we arrived at the third and last pass of 
Traqua de Cou, a Hottentot appellation, 
which nobody could or would explain to us. 
This we found nearly similar to the pass of 
Caiman's River, and here having seen us 
safely over, our guide returned. These three 
passes are nothing more than deep narrow 
valleys, or rather gullies which intersect the 
plains from the mountains down to the sea 
shore, and almost cut off all intercourse by 
wagons between the inhabitants of either 
side. Their steep banks covered with lofty 
trees, and the dark streams which glide be* 
neath over strata of solid rock, afford many 
most romantic views. Soon after our guide 
9 
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Irft US we came to the house of Daniel Free, 
where we obtained some refreshment both 
for ourselves and horses. About sun-set we 
arrived at the second Black River, where, 
bailing unsaddled our horses; we with great 
difficulty forced them into the water and 
made them swim over. We crossed, with 
our saddles and baggage, in a small canoe, 
hewn out of a la%e tree, the river, though 
very deep, not being above twenty yards 
wide. On the opposite side stood the house. 
of John Wyers, an old Prussian soldier, who 
had served under Frederick the Great. He 
gave us a hea^y reception, and over a glass 
of good wine, which was a real treat to us, 
<* -shouldered his crutch, and showed how 
fields were won." 

Thursday 20. — ^We did not leave our old 
soldier till nine o'clock, when we set out^ 
accompanied by his son, who was travelling 
our road. To our right we beheld, at a 
little distance, a small lake separated from 
the sea by a ridge -af high land, except at 
one spot, where, in high spring tides, we 
were informed, the sea broke over. Leaving 
this lake to our right, we- came to a deep 
but narrow river, called Rugt Vly ; this we 
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crossed^ as the evening before, in a canoe, 
leading our horses over by the bridle ; ,om 
road after this, was almost a continual ascent 
till we reached the brow of die hill, and saw 
beneath our feiK: the Doucuma River, n^eh 
we had to pass ; at a small house on the 
banks we procured a gun, whicfc we fired 
twice or thrice as a signal for the boat, and 
then rode about three fniles to the place 
where it usually crossed ; to our great morti- 
fication, however, we saw it fast to a tree on 
tjjc other side, with no person to attend it. 
After calling all together, and cracking our 
/whips, which made a great ^o through the 
forests, for a long time, in vain, I stripped to 
my trowsers and hat, and mounting the 
largest horse of our party forced him into the 
Water. This, however, had nearly proved 
^tal to me, for, getting out of his depth, the 
very first plunge the horse became frightened, 
and struggled so much in the water that I 
threw myself off, and in so doing received a 
pretty severe blow fr*n his knee on my 
t)reast ; had it been his foot Imust have gone 
to the bottom ; this, with the extreme cold- 
ness of the water, under the shade of the 
fre^s, i^lmosl took away my breath ; I soOiij, 
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however, recovered, and having swam acros^ 
paddled the boat oven The difficulty of forc- 
ing our horses into the water had been con- 
stantly increasing, and this time they were al- 
knost ungovernable. The horse which I had 
attempted to swim across, had always hereto- 
fore been the leader, and being now frighten- 
ed, he ran off into the woods, followed by the 
other two; nor was it till after a tediouSvSearch 
that we collected them again, and drove them 
into the river. After ascending the hills on the 
other side, we arrived at the house of Peter * 
Terblans, where our guide was to pay his visits 
and here we understood that the reason why 
our signal had not been attended to, was on 
account of a quarrel between the man at 
whose house we had fired the gun, and that 
where we now were. He treated 'ins, how- 
ever, hospitably enough, and having rented 
for some time, we rode six or eight miles 
farther along the high groiind, till we came 
to the house of Hans Carvel, close upon the 
river Knijsna ; here we were obliged to wait 
upwards of three hours on account of the 
tide, it being high water, and the Knijsna, so 
near its mouth impassable. At four o'clock 
the tide had fallen sufficiendy tdl allow us to 
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cross, although not without the direction of 
our host, who stood on the bank of the river, ' 
and called out to us to turn to the right or 
left, as he thought fit. The danger con-, 
sisted in the large holes scooped out in the 
bed of the river by the torrents which, after . 
heavy rains, descend from the mountains, and 
almost instantaneously swell the rivers of thi^ 
country. The Knijsna, like every stream we. 
had lately passed, runs in the bottom of a 
deep valley, the sides clothed with lofty trees, 
' and appearing as if it had worn its way 
down by constant attrition. After riding 
along for two hours, chiefly through a fine 
wood, we arrived on the banks of a small, but 
beautiful lake, into which the Knijsna falls, 
and which communicates with the sea by a 
narrow oilllet or chasm in the belt of high 
land which forms its bank on that side. Our, 
ride along the sandy shore of this lake was 
delightful — small hills rounded off and co- 
vered with noble trees, sloped down towards 
the water on our left; jon our right, the tran- 
quil bosom of the lake itself spreading to 
the foot of the surrounding hills, apd co- 
vered with groupes of wild fowl of different 

descriptions! The setting sun threw his 

.- * 
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golden light over the tops of the hills^ and 
perhaps the idea that we were now near the 
end 6f our journey added new beauties to 
the scene. -The house of J. Lindeboom, 
from whom we had letters of introduction lb 
his wife and family, was clearly to be seen 
right before us, on a gently rising ground. 
We spurred on our horses, which tired as 
t^ey were, seemed to scent the stable, and 
soon brought us to the door of J. Linde- . 
boom. Our letters of introduction were 
found hardly necessary to this hospitable fa- 
• mily. The mother did every honour to her 
husband's letters, and her children, all the 
fruits of a former marriage, vied with each 
other in procuring us every little refreshment ^ 
that we needed. In an hour we were no 
longer strangers, and on retiring to rest, 'it 
seemed as if we were in the bosom of a fa- 
mily, with which we had been formerly in- 
timately acquainted, and now met after a 
long separation. P . 

Friday 21.*— As Lindeboom's house was 
within fourteen miles of Blettenberg's Bay, wc 
lost i^ timf . in repairing thither. We ac- 
cordingly^ set tg^ on fresh horses, our own 
being much exbau^dt by a journey of four 
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hundf ed and twenty miles^ in ^ country where 
there were so few accommodations for them, 
either as to forage or lodging, the latter Iky- 
ing been mostly on the rough sto^nes with 
vAich their stables are paved, or the bare 
ground in the open air*. . In an hour we 
reached a large plain, gently sloping towards 
the sea, and having |^ot^ clear of tbg woods, 
saw Blettenberg's Bay for the first time. Th| 
chain of mountains, at the foot of which we 
had travelled for so many days, seemed here 
to unite with another more extensive range, 
and which crossed it in an oblique direction, 
and stretching away out into the sea formed thcg^ 
south-east side of the Bay- To the north- 
ward some shelter is afforded by a ridge of 
high rocks which run out directly into the sea, 
aiW form the only part where vessels can ride 
with any safety during a gale. This security 
however is very small. The Bay is perfectly 
open to the sea, and when the wind blows^ 
4^sh, a tremendous swell rolls in and breaks, 
mountains high at a considerablt distance off 
shore. In other points of view this Bay pre- 
sents nothing bdt what is grand. There ift 
not an iota of little in its whole composition. 
The outline is defiiied without being limited: 
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all IS simple and majestic; no little mintuiae 
to divert the attention. One range of moun- 
tains : one bold sweep of shore : one ridge 
of stupendous rocks. Nature has sketched 
the outline with two or three dashes of her 
sublime pencil^ and placed the wide ocean as 
a boundary to the view. 

It was not till we began to descend towards 
the shore that we saw the anchoring ground* 
The Young Nicholas^ a larg|^ vessel^ was there 
riding at anchor^ taking in a cargo of timber 
for the Cape ; and descending a lilfle lower, 
we soon came in sight of my poor friend's 
brig, high and dry on the sand. 

We understood from the Captain^ that as 
the brig had been driven ashore during a 
high spring tide^ it would be necessary to 
wait till next full moon, before there would 
^ any chance of getting her off. This wa| 
no very pleasant news, as the moon was 
past the full, and we could not remain so 
long away from the Cape, as to await 
the issue of the attempt. * We slept at 
the house of the Post-master, situated on a 
rising ground close to a small river wMch 
falls into the Bay, or rather tnto which the 
sea enters every tide, the mouth being so 
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choa^ced up with sand, that, at low water, the 
river has scarcely any visible connection with 
the sea. During our short stay here, we 
lived mostly on fish, of which there is great 
abundance in the Bay; we had also plenty of 
oysters, which, at the Cape, from their ex- 
treme scarcity, are reckoned the first of deli- 
cacies. In the hall were two young leopards, 
which a slave had the evening before found 
among the rocks;: they were about the size 
of an ordinary cat, and would eat nothing but. 
raw flesh'cut small. 

Saturday 22. — Employed in riding about 
the Bay, and preparations to return to the 
Knijsna Lake. 

Sunday 23. — ^Return to Lindeboom's. 

Monday 24. — Morning cloudy — at nine 
my friend and myself went out in company 
with Stephanus Terblans, the eldest son cC 
cur hostess, to' shoot deer: we wandered for 
some hours over the mountains, but though 
we saw a few roebucks, they were too shy to 
let us approach near enough to shoot. Whilst 
in chase of the deer, we discovered a large 
trodp of baboons, which, on our approach, 
marched off in very regular order by single 
file ; they got across a deep and narrow val- 
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ley, by jumping from one tree to another, and 
ivhilst our dogs were yelpiiig after them in the 
bottom, they were already mounting very de- 
liberately on the opposite side. On our re- 
turn we shot a brace of wild ducks and a few 
wood pigeons. 

In the evening we talked of hunting: Terb- 
lans told us, that the neighbouring woods 
abounded with buffaloes, and proposed that 
we should go in chace of them the ensuing 
day. We eagerly agreed to this proposal, but 
our ardour was a little cooled when he began 
to relate the dangers to which the Buffalo 
hunter is exposed; he mentioned the fre- 
quent risk which he had run of his life from 
those enraged animals when wounded, and in 
confirmation of the truth of his 'assertions,* 
rolled up his trowsers, and shewed his legs, 
ail scarred with blows, received from one ' 
which he had slightly wounded. He l^d 
only saved his life by throwing himself down 
by an old tree which lay along, and which 
covered all except his legs, which being par- 
tially exposed, the animal had bruised so ter- 
ribly with his crooked horns, that had it not 
been for the arrival of his Hottentot with the 
dogs, he could not have got home. We 
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looked at this Imrdy son of the forest^ and at 
each other by turns^ but, after full delibera^ 
tion> adhered to our first resolution, and forth- 
with set to work to prepare every thing ne- 
cessary for the next day. 

Tuesday 25. — Set off at an early hour on 
horseback, being five in all, namely, Stepha- 
jms Terblans and one of his fellow hunters 
my friend and myself, and an old experienced 
Hottentot, with fi?e or six large dogs. Qur 
guns were all of a wide bore, except the one 
which I carried, and which being too small to 
admit of a musket ball, I loaded with three pis- 
tol bullets. The balls v^ere a mixture of tin and 
lead, the latter being too soft a metal to en- 
counter a buffalo's bones, or an elephant's 
hide alone. In little more than an hour we 
reached the forest, the gloomy appearance of 
which, as we entered it, convinced us that 
we were upon a very different business from 
that of shooting partridges and hares in the 
stubble of an English corn-field. After tra- 
versing part of the forest, we came to an 
open place, which Terblans knew to be often 
frequented by these animals. We saw no- 
thing, however, but their traces, which were 
declared to be of the preceding day, and after 0^ 
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«hort deliberation, it was agreed to penetrate 
still farther. The wood soon became so in- 
tricate that we were obliged to alight from 
our horses and lead them ; being accustomed 
however, to this chace, they followed us like 
dogs, and with a sort of alacrity. We had 
already gained the summit of a long ascent^ 
and were proceeding carelessly, when all at 
once, our Hottentot gave a whistle, and stopt- 
ping short, we saw the ground all around us 
jnarked with the enormous footsteps of the 
elephant, and could discern their d^fi^rent 
tracks among the bushes and young trees, as 
plainly as that of a man through a field of 
com* I must confess I was struck with a 
sensation very near akin to fear, especially as 
our leaders spoke now only in whispers, and 
hinted that it was possible the elephants had 
scented us, and permitted us to pass them ia 
order to rush upon us and cut oflf our retreat; 
such is the sagacity thf y ascribed to this ani^ 
mal. Be that as it may, we proceeded now 
in silence, and with circumspection, taking 
great care to keep our dogs from ranging fan 
Thus we continued till we arrited upon the 
brink of one of those steep and narrow vaK 
Ucs so common in this country, and which, to 
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our great jDy, was clear of wood, all except 
the bottom, which was covered with tall trees. 
We stationed ourselves a little distance from 
the summit^ as Terblans said it would be easy 
to avoid the elephants should they rush upon 
us from above, and they would be unable to 
stop themselves till they reached the bottom ; 
we accordingly alighted from our horses, and 
sat down for a few minutes. 

Meantime the dogs' had descended into the 
bottom^ and after a short lime, we saw then 
begin to range on the other side of the valley; 
presently we saw a buck springing up the as* 
cent, though the dogs had not as yet fallen up- 
on its track. At sight of this we forgot our 
rules of silence, and began to encourage the 
dogs, which soon got scent, and immediately 
opened — and now the chace began, the vaU 
lies and woods re-echoed with our shouts, 
and the noise of the dogs, whilst we stood 
and looked on as if in«an amphitheatre. Al- 
though the dogs gained fast upon the buck, 
we were afraid the latter would get to the top 
of the hill, and thus we should lose sight of - 
the chace. Just, however, as the poor animal 
had reached the summit, it made a spring to 
gain the top of a rock, and missing its aim, 
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fell back, and before it could recover itself 
perfectly^ was surrounded and seized by its 
pursuers. We heard its piteous cries when 
first seized, and saw the dogs worrying it. 
So narrow was the valley, yet at the same 
time so deep, that the Hottentpt, who imme- 
diately set off, to prevent, if possible, its be- 
ing torn in pieces, was near an hour in going 
and returning, although he went with all the 
agility peculiar to his nation; meantime our 
shouts were redoubled to call off the dogs, 
and when the Hottentot returned with the 
prey, we found it no ways torn, as we had ex- 
pected. 

Terblans having fastened the ^buck on his 
horse behind him, led us farther anS farther 
into the forest. Every where aroupd us the 
ground was covered with the tracks and dung 
of elephants; and after a good deal of diffi- 
culty and fatigue, we arrived at a small open 
spot, near' which stood a number of trees, 
with the lower branches broken, and the bark 
recently rubbed off: and now, to our great 
regret, we lound that the noise, which we had 
made to encourage the dogs to take a poor 
buck, had lost us nobler sport, by frightening 
away the buffaloes, and Tefblans declared it 
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was in vain to seek for them without penetrat- 
ing miTch farther into the forest than we had 
now any wish of doing. My friend and ray- 
self,, however, remained here with the horses, 
while the others went a little farther. Dur- 
ing their absence, we began to talk upon the 
danger of our situation, left alone in the mid- 
dle of a forest abounding with wild animals^ 
c^ which, as we had never seen one, our ima- 
gination was left to form the most terrible 
ideas. Whilst we were indulging in such 
meditations, our ears were suddenly assailed 
with a most tremendous crashing among the 
trees, ana a trampling noise, which seemed 
to be approaching directly upon us. My 
nimble ftiend was up into a tree in a moment; 
for my own part, although I gave myself up 
for lost, I knelt down, and resting my gun 
upon the stump of a tree, prepared to fire 
upon the first enemy that appeared. Fortu-r 
jiately, however, the huge animal (for we af- 
terwards found it to have been an elephant) 
turned off to the left just before reaching us* 
The crash grew fainter and f^iinter, and at 
jthe satoe time we heard the great stones, 
which he loosened in his passage, roll down 
into the valley, with a ^oise that sounded io 
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our cars like thunder. Never was sound 
more grateful to my ears than that of the re- 
ceding footsteps of this animal, and before 
our companions had returned with the dogs, 
I was quite recovered from my panic. Ter- 
blans being of opinion that we had com- 
pletely frightened away the game from this 
J)art of the wood, we gave up the chace, and 
returned home by a different route. At the 
bottom of a valley, through which ran a 
stream of water, we saw a spot where the 
elephants had been that morning to drink; 
where the bank was clayey, one of these ani- 
mals had twice attempted t6 climb up, and as 
often islid down, making four broad clumsy 
tracks from the top of the bank to the bot- 
tom; the third effort seemed to have been 
more successful, and we could track him far 
into the forest. In passing over a high ridge; 
we saw an elephant, but at ' such a distance; 
that we should not have noticed him had not 
Terblans pointed him out to us. We returned 
home fatigued and disappointed, as to the main 
object of our chace, yet pleased on the whole 
with having seen many objects quite new to 
us. Our buck was at least ^omerecompence 
for the fatigue we had undergone. 

M 
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Wednesday 26*— Ride to Blettenbei^^s 
Bay, and consult about the btst meins of 
getting the brig afloat. 

Thursday 27. — Having setri^ fevery thing 
with the captain concerning the brig, vet all 
leave the Bay for the last tlme> and rctum to 
lindebbom's. 

Friday 28. — ^Wcnt down to the lake, a;Ad 
haying induced Terblans to haul the Scitte, 
which was in a most miserable condition, ^iid 
lull of rents, caught in a shoit time twelve 
fine large fish, niostly steinbras^sen, the lea^ 
of i/^ich weighed seven os eight pounds; so 
easily can subsistence be procured here. 

Saturday 29. — At eleven <o'clock', kave the 
Inendly £unily of tlie Knijsna lake, and set 
our faces once more toward the Cape. After 
a pleasant ride along the shores of the lake, 
we arrived on the banks of the river Knijsna 
about <iiie o'clock^ <ind crossed it nfot without 
danger, liaving nfo person to direci tis. After 
crossing the river, my <?ompanions beteg be- 
fore, I chose ji different roisite throtigh a lon^ 
valley, at the end of which I ascended the 
high grounds, and had no sooner reached 
the summit, than I beheld fiames and smoke 
ascending rapidly toward me, the long dry 
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giass and underwood havbg been set on fire 
in several places at the bottom of the valley 
on the other side; seeing st house ^owever^ 
at some distance before me^ I spurred on my 
horse, and having galloped through die smoke 
sivr my two companions at a great distance on 
the tops of the high grounds on the right. 
As I was now close upon the Xjioucuma, and 
saw the place where'^we had crossed before 
right beneath me I halted at the house of 
Peter Terblans till my friends joihed me^ 
when after a further rest of an hour we crossed 
the river, and traversing our former ground 
amved at the Rugt Vly a^out five o'clock. 
Here again the boat was fastoied on the op* 
posite side, and having waited a loc^ time in 
vain, one of my companions, determined that 
I should not have all the honour of swimming 
rivers, stripped and threw himsdf in: whe- 
ther however through the coldness of ttie 
water or his own unsidJfuloess he became ex* 
hausted before reaching the opposite side^ 
and sunk twice. We were standing in the 
utmost trepidation, and I had already my 
coat half stripped off to plunge in, when he 
rose agsun, by a tfaicd /effort grasped the bank 
with his bajids, and having climbed up, 

M2 
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threw himself almost breathless upon the 
sand, but soon recovered and paddled the 
canoe across; finding it half full of ^ater we 
set to work to empty it with such bad suc- 
cess, that we heeled it to one side and filled 
it even with the water's edge. We had nw 
the uncomfortable prospect of remaining all 
night in the open air, which as the sun had 
set began already to be very chilly; soon 
however a slave appeared on the other siddf 
with a bucket, who expressed his astonish- 
ment with a loud hah ! at finding the canoe 
removed : by his assistance we soon emptied 
it, and after the usual trouble with our 
horses, got all safe across ; half an hour's ride 
brought us to the house of the old Prussian 
soldier, John Wyers, where we were again 
kindly received. 

Sunday 30. — At six o'clock, leave John 
Wyers, having this day several difficult rivers 
to pass. As we only measured back our for- 
mer steps we needed now no guide to con- 
duct us across the Black River, Caiman's 
River, and Traqua de Cow. In the evening 
reach again the house of Derrick Huivis. 

Monday 31. — ^At seven leave the house of 
D. Huivis^ and soon after cross the Palmites 
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Valley, before-mentioned:* at ten o'clock 
reach the Great Brak. River, and the tide be- 
ing out, cross without difficulty; another 
hour brought us to the valley of the Riebok 
Fonteync, where the heat becoming oppres- 
mt we halted and dined, and in the after- 
noon rode to N. Meyers, where, we were 
. again most hospitably treated and our horses 
yftll provided with barley. 

Tuesday, Sept. !• — At seven leave N. 
Meyers, /not without regret expressed on both 
sides, arvd in about an hour enter the valley 
of the Honey plip, where we halted as be- 
fore at -the hou&e of I. Rademcyers; soon 
afiaer leaving Rademeyers, we met a number 
of empty waggons returning from conveying 
Englisii troops which: had. been at GraafF 
Reinet, towards the :Cape. . At mid-day cross 
the Gauritz River, .lower down than w^.bad 
done before, . and where forming ) only :f one 
strea^m, the current was most rapid and had 
.nearly swept away the small horse on which 
,1 rode, whilst the glittering of the. water, with 
.the. sun shining upon it rendered me so giddy 
that I had nearly:. fallen off. Having got 
.safely over, we soon began, to ascend a very 
.stficp hill, from the, top gf which. we looked 
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dawik upon the Gaoritz on ourltft. Hoe 
we saw this rivtr after rushing over a wide 
bed of stones where we had crossed it, be- 
come confined between two high mountains^ 
and assuming the rapidity of a torrent as fiur . 
as the eye could reach. In the evening ar- 
rive at the house of Hans Rensenberg on the 
False River^y a small stream so called from its 
being full of dangerous and deceitful hdies^ , 
and subject to sudden swells. We met wkh 
poorer entertainment at Rensenberg^s than at 
any other house during our journey, and his 
sons, a set of greedy inhospitable downs> 
swallowed almost the whole of the boiled 
milk before we could get our ^oons into the 
dish. 

Wednesday 2. — At seven cross the Falte 
River, and about deyen reach the friendly 
roof of H. Muller, where we dined. From 
thence we again set off at two, I being fur«- 
ther loaded with my gun, which I bad left 
in charge of Muller, suid which J found had 
been greatly neglected as it was almost ^iled 
with rust. My poor horse now began to 
stumble under me very much, and it was not 
without great difEculty that I forced him on 
about four or five miles^ nothing could then 
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make him movr heiiig silnio&t exbtusted. 
Mjr two conpamoDs meanwhile had ridden 
forward to P. Dupc63*$> whilst I wa& ibrced 
to al^ht apd lead my boese, which followed 
with difficulty. From time to time* I vf^ 
obliged to mount in order to see my w^y 
over tbe bu9hc% which did not however pre^ 
tent me ffon;i aiissing the path, and after 
wandering about till sun down, I found my- 
self alone in a wil(| country with no house in 
view. Apprehensive that if I remained in the 
boiahes, I stood some chance of being devouiw 
ed by the Hyaenas before morning, I deter*. 
mined to make the best use of the little da)r 
ligHl that remained, and accordingly ascended 
the nearest rising ground, and looking all 
round to my great joy saw the house of P. 
Duprte an a soull enunence to the right. On 
my aniral I found that two of his sons were 
put seeking me; we therefore discharged our 
guiis twice or thrice as a signal for returning, 
and in less than an hour we were all assembled 
at 8ttpper« 

Thursiday 3.^^Ilemain at ]>iprtf s in order" 
to rest our horses, and amuse ourselves whk 
shooting plover about the house. . 

Friday 4.««'Moming rainy; fct off about 
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nine o'clock; and my horse being unable to 
proceed any further I borrowed one from 
Dupres till we reached the Duyvenhock's 
River^ where my friend had been obliged to 
leave his on our journey to the Bay. This 
again carried me to the house of Jacob Stein, 
which we reached at two o'clock, and wlicre 
as it came on to rain very hard^ we halted for 
the remainder of the day. 

Saturday 5, — ^Leave J. Stein's at seven, 
and before we got out of the. valley, at the 
head of which his house stands, were obliged 
to cross tlie Buffel Jaght River nine times. 
Having reached the open country we un- 
saddled our horses, and rested ourselves on 
the grass by the side x)f the river; at two 
reach Zwellendam, where I was under the 
. necessity of purchasing a horse for which I 
paid the German Strijcher one hundred and 
eighty rix dollars. 

, Sunday 6. — At nine leave Zwellendam, 
and after a great deal of trouble with. my 
young horse, who I soon discovered had a 
trick of turning round like a top, reached 
the Broad River about eleven o'clock, which 
we crossed as before in the Pont. Early in 
the afternoon arrive at the house, of De venter 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AT THE CAPB OP GOOD HOPE. 177 

Oil the River Soudcr-end, where we sleep, and 
are poorly but hospitably entertained. 

Monday. 7. — Set off at seven, and made 
our first halt about nine at Holshousen's. The 
whole of this day our Toad w)as along a flat 
seemingly fertile^ covered with bushes and close 
to the River Sonder-end, which lay upon our 
right: at mid-day reached the farm of Ried- 
lickhousen, who expressed much joy at see- 
ing us again, and dined with him oh bread 
and milk. In the afternoon by way of vary- 
ing our road, we drove our horses into the 
river, and crossing ourselves on a bridge 
formed of one large, beam entered the Soete 
Melke Vley. This is a fertile tract of 
country inclosed between steep and lofty 
mountains on one side, and the River Son- 
der-end on the other, affording excellent pas- 
turage for cattle and abounding in game. 
It is one of the estates belonging to the Com- 
pany or Government, under whom it was 
now held by J; Thunissen, who gave us a 
.most friendly reception, and whose kind family 
recalled to our remembrance the hours which 
we had passed- on the banks ' of the Knijsna 
lake. In the evening it began to rain. 
' Tuesdays. — Very heavy rain during the 
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whole daf^ which rend^ed k idniost impnc** 
ticable for us to stir oiit of dtoars. 

Wednesday 9*— ^-Incessant rain. 

Thursday 10. — ^Fine morning, but the 
liver so swelled by the rain as to be totally 
knpassable. The bridge by which we had 
passed was completely under water^ and large 
clomps of palmites with the earth adhering 
to their roots carried down like floating islands^ 
and whirled about by the rapidity of the cup- 
fent, tendered the crossing in a small boat 
very dangerous. I therefore went up towards 
the mountains alone to look for deer. After 
a romantic ride, and scrambling across several 
torrents running down from the hills; I got 
within gun shot of a herd of deer, one of 
which I fired at and wounded so that he could 
Hot keep up with the rest in their flight; ^is 
I pursued for a long time in rain, the few 
doga which had followed me fiom the house 
'being very indifferent ones« From the top 
of a high ground i saw the unfortunate ani- 
mal attempt several times to join bii former 
companions who were halting in a flat below; 
but he was always repulsed, and at length 
driven entirely away from them. Tu-ed there^ 
fere of wounding animals without getting 
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possesion of them> I did aot rdoad my guHf 
but continued to ride along the high grounds 
whence I saw two separate herds of deer on 
the opposite hills. I came at length to a 
valley, on the other side of which was an 
eminence covered with rocks and bushes and 
which I fdtan inclination to observe more 
closely. Hating ascended it on foot with 
some difficulty, I sat down to rest myself^ 
when all at once the dogs began to bark and 
suddenly a deer^ which I saw was wounded, 
burst through a thicket and sprung away. 
My first inotion was to load my gun, but on 
second thoughts I was not sorry to see thai 
the poor animal, though much exhausted, 
had still strength enough to elude his pur- 
suers^ who yelped after him for a long time in 
vain. 

Friday 11. — At seven bid adieu to the 
friendly family of Soete Melke Vley, old 
Tbunissen accompanying us down ^to the 
river's side with two stout slaves, who. rowed 
us across one by one, and assisted us in swim- 
ming our horses over; in order to rest diem 
we hahed at the first house we came to. 
•About' mid*day we were stoppod by a small 
rivcr^ which appearing much swelled by tbe 
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rain we were afraid to pass : seeing a number 
of waggons at a little distance^ we rode up 
and found them all waiting for the subsiding 
of the river. Among the number was that 
of young J. Stein, who advised us by all 
means to go round : we accordingly turned 
off to the left to go round the Bath hills, by 
which means we avoided this /stream. At 
three stopt at the house of Beurman to dine, 
and in the evening reached the Baths, where 
wesleptr 

Saturday 12. — Set ofF at seven. About 
eleven reach the Bott river, overtake the 
troops returning from GraafF Reinet, under 
the command of Major Campbell : at mid-day 
pass the Great Hpu Hook, and in about 
two hours cross the Palmites River, when we 
stopped at the house or rather hut of a shoe- 
maker, who had nothing for us except smoked 
oeef and biscuit, a little muddy water, and 
some vile Cape brandy. At half pjist three 
we set off, and began to climb the Hottentot 
Holland's Kloof. As it was raining pretty 
smartly, my companions pushed forward 
faster than my young horse could keep pace 
with them- I therefore crossed the Ktt)of 
alone in the midst of a heavy rain. As I 
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began to descend the other side it cleared lip, 
and I saw a large vessel standing into False 
Bay. At 8 o'clock reach D.Morkle's, where 
I find my companions already. arrived. 

Sunday 13.— Leave Morkle's, and instead 
of taking the road across the sandy flat to the 
Cape, turn off to the right, and ride along 
the foot of the hills. In two hours, reach the 
village of Stellenbosch, pleasantly situated in 
the N.W. corner of a fine valley, and shel- 
tered on every side by gently rising grounds^ 
or steep hills. As we approach cross the 
Eerste, or First River, by a small bridge of 
one arch, being perhaps the only one in the 
colony, and having entered the village, find 
lodgings at the house of WolfFerum, a Ger- 
man, well known to the. English who fre-* 
quent Stellenbosch. 

Monday 14. — ^This day we passed in view- 
ing the village, and were much pleased with 
its appearance, the streets being broad, with 
rows of lofty oak and elm trees on each side, 
and the houses all neatly white- washed. A 
fine stream of excellent water runs througli 
the principal street, and spreads ail air of 
coolness exceedingly agreeable during the 
hot weather of this country. 
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THtiesday i5^«-In the afternoon, leaire Std* 
knbosch for the Pearl, and still keeping along 
the foot of the mountains on our ri^t, in a 
little more than an hour, pass the Klip Mutz^ 
or Stone Gap, a hill so called^ from a cover- 
ing, or cap of stone on its summit, of a skni^ 
lar nature to that of Bodler's Klip. At the 
foot of ibss hill, is a farm belonging to go^ 
Ternment, where is a spring of excellent 
water. Three hours more gentle riding 
brought us to the Pesrl about sun-set. This 
district takes its name from a singular moun* 
tai^, which, on the first settlement of the co* 
tony, was said to abound in predous stones, 
and thence called the Pearl. 

Wednesday 16. — In the mocning, ride ovat 
to Great or Upper Drakenstein. This village, 
or rather group of scattered ^rms, lies at the 
upper end of a long and romantic valley, 
formed by a continued chain of steep moxm-* 
tains, running in a north-west direction on 
the Oflie side, and a broken range of hills, of 
which the Pearl is one, on the other. The 
valley opens outward toward the north, but 
is dosdly ihut up at the south end, by the 
chain of hills rounding 6S, and which then 
stretches away into False Bay^ focoiing the 
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hills of Stellenboscby and Hottentot HoUand^ 
and ending at the Hang Lip. A small stream, 
the Berg ftiver, mns through this valley^ and 
marks the boundanes of the two districts^ 
Pearl and Drakenstein ; the Pearl, in look-^ 
ing to the north, lying on the left bank, and 
Drakenstein on the right. The produce of 
almost the whole of this valky consists of 
wine^ which is in general of a good flavour^ 
and together with a litde dried fiuit, forms 
the only article of commerce. Upon the 
whole, this district is well cultivated, and the 
white houses neatly built, and mingled with 
vineyards and gardens, j>resent to the eye an 
agreeable and interesting view. 

On our return we met a party of youug 
men and women on horseback, l^e women 
rode astride like the men, which indeed is the 
universal mode in the country places, as we 
often met young women riding in this maii« 
ner, with a female slave after them likewise 
astride, as we see gentlemen in England foi* 
lowed by their servants. As the afternoon 
was fine, with a gende breeze from the west, 
I ascended alone the steep hill, at whose foot 
the Pearl lies, and in about three quarters of 
an hour, reached its stony and rcmiantic 
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summit. Thence I had a fine view of the 
whole range of the Cape Hills, from Tabic 
Mountain, to the hills of False Bay. As I 
had heard that the hill was much infested 
with large baboons, I carried my pistols with 
me, for /ear of their proving mischievous ; 
but I neither saw nor heard any. Mounted 
on the summit of an immense mass of bare 
granite, I fired one of my pistols downwards, 
which made a very feeble report. I staid on 
the top of this rock, and thought of Charles,: 
till the moon, which began to shed her mild 
light over the distant sea, the hills^ and plains^ 
reminded me that it was tim6 to think of re- 
turning. My descent was not without dan-^ 
ger, the hill being very steep, and out of its 
side projecting large rocks, to the very edges 
of some of which I twice or thrice advanced, 
and over which, if I had fallen, I should never 
have arisen. At length I reached the bottom 
in safety. At the house I found my compa- 
nions, who had been too much fatigued by 
their morning's, ride to accompany me, en- 
gaged with a party . of . young female visi- 
tors, who danced and sung and laughed 
iway all care. They formed a circle round 
a little woolly-headed Boshics boy, : and 
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ot^ged hitn to go through all his ai^tics-^ 
climbmg like a monkey, bounding on all 
foors like a deer. He freqoemly attempted 
to f«ake his escape throi^h the circle, but 
was always brought back, with great shouts 
of laughter. Thus passed the evening away, 
and in something like this passes life itself 
away. The next day we returned to SteHen* 
tx^cb, and on Friday 18th September, fcrbss* 
ed the sands and reached Cape Town, after 
an absence of nearly six weeks. 

Having thus related the principal incidents 
of our journey, Ishall now endeavour to give 
a general idea of the fece of the country, 
and the manners of the inhabitants ; their 
virtues and their failings as they appeared to 
me. And in the first place, respecting the 
country over which the reader and myselif 
have just been-travcUing, it is a tract of about 
four hundred and twenty miles in length 
from Cape Town to Blettenberg's Bay, vary*- 
ing from ten to thirty and forty iii breadth, 
between the mountains and the sea. These 
mountains appear at first sight to the traveller 
to vary Arery much in height, until farther 
thought convince him that there is perhaps 
no material difference in that respect, except 
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near die Bay, and that the dHFererit eleva- 
tions of the plains on which they stand, ac- 
counts for the apparent varieties of their 
heights. Thus the greater part of the hills, 
at the foot of which runs the river Sonder- 
end, are steep and lofty, because they rest 
pn plains, which are comparatively at no 
great elevation above the sea. On the con- 
trary those through which the Gauritz seems 
to have worn its way appear by no means 
equally lofty ; yet are their summits equal in 
height to the former, because the extensive 
plains on which their bases rest are very high 
above the level of the sea. 

In all this tract of four hundred and 
twenty miles, there are very few rivers of 
any importance, considering the height of 
the mountains, and not one, the Knysna ex- 
cepted, that is ever likely to be of the 
smallest advantage to commeFce. Their 
mouths are almost uniformly obstructed by 
sand banks which do not lie off so as merely 
to render the navigation difficult or danger- 
ous, .but absolutely, in the summer season, 
bar up the entrance completely, until the 
weight of accutnulated water, or a sudden 
and irresistible torrent from the mountains, 
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sweep away the obstructions for a short time. 
Some of these rivers run directly from the 
mountains to the sea ; and others wind along 
the bases of the hills amongst which they 
take their rise before they turn off. Some, 
as the BufFel laght, take their course chiefly 
along plains, and have banks of little eleva- 
tion ; others affect deep and narrow valleys, 
which they never quit till their junction with 
the sea, into which, if I may so express my* 
self, the river and the valley empty them- 
sjelves together. Nor are there wanting deep, 
narrow, and winding valleys, shaping their 
bourse toward the sea, in the bottoms of 
which no rivers run, but whose steep and 
regular sides, whose corresponding angles, 
and large beds of smooth stones, sufficiently 
evince that once rivers have rolled there, 
though now destroyed and their sources 'for 
ever dried up. 

In the vicinity of the Cape, and immedi- 
ateljr after passing the Kloof of Hottentot 
Holland, we have seen only a wild and desert 
country, whose plains, as sandy and almost 
as sterile as the sea shore, were diversified 
only by hillocks of sand, stunted bushes and 
grey rocks. As we approach Zwellcndam 
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we notice that the plains become U^ baireii, 
being composed appateiifly of a miktune of 
sand, and a more fertile soil tvashed d6wn 
from the mountains. I*rom Tiwellendam Wt 
ascend ; soon the moiintaiiis appear less m^ 
jestic, but in return we teach by degrees an^ 
travel over noble and sloping plains, raised 
high above the level of the se^ of which we 
have at length a distant view, and are sur* 
prized to find ourselves so elevated. And 
now the rivers ^sume a different character; 
they run iA the bottom of deep valleys 
shaded with trees, and require great precau- 
tions in crossing. The clefts of the moun-^ 
t^ins begin to be cloathed with wood, which 
as we proceed stretches down into the pkifls, 
and forms noble forests. In time our road 
leads us through these woods; we enjoy their 
refreshing shade, and observe as we ride 
along whole trees enveloped even to theif 
topmost branches with a species of weed, 
which covers them all over as with a clos^ 
net* In fine, we cross the Black River, the 
Douctlma, and the Knijsna ; we behold the^ 
only Lake, worthy of the n^me, that we 
have met with in all our progress, and at 
length from the high grounds we enjoy the 
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jpeward ^ oiir toilsome journey in the vkw 
-erf Blettenbcrg's Bay, and the immense ocean 
on the one hand ; and on the other chains of 
high moupt^ins covered with forests^ the re- 
treat of the wild boar of Africa, the savage 
buSaloe, and the elephant. 

liet us now survey the inhabitants of the 
region through which we have passed. We 
travelled as Englishmen^ as strangers^ as men 
who yesterday were their enemies; yet we 
uniformly experienced from them the kindest 
treatment. Whatever the house afforded was 
shared with us : by day or towards night fall, * 
wherever we stopped, we were considered 
and treated as members of the family, and in 
a manner that sufficiently showed this prac- 
tice to be universal throughoiit the country. 
We may therefore place hospitality in the 
first rank of their virtues. To say the truth, 
it is a necessary one. In all the country, ions 
are unknown, and the boor willingly dis- 
cbarges the duties of hospitality towards the 
traveller, well knowing that to-morrow he 
may claim the rights of one to whatever 
quarter his inclination may lead him. Hav- 
ing mentioned this trait which is general 
and striking, I unwillingly confess myself at 
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a loss to name any other virtue which parti- 
cularly marks the Cape boors whom we have 
seen. They are sufficiently honest, peace-* 
able and sober, but they have no prominent 
virtues to characterize them, and the travel- 
ler, who wishes to speak well of them, is 
vexed to find that after much thought he 
can only remember that they shared with 
him their mutton and their milk, and gave 
him a better bed to sleep on than they re- 
served to themselves. 

Their vices are perhaps more characteristic. 
They are at times cruel, yet apparently more 
from a coldness, and want of feeling than 
from a savage and ferocious thirst of blood. 
They rather see cruel actions committed with 
indifference than delight in committing 
them ; and yet they do commit cruel ac- 
tions. The greater part of them are cowards 
when exposed to any danger to which they 
have not been inured from their infancy; 
for instance, if taken to sea, or exposed to 
the chances of battle. Against lions, buffa- 
loes, and elephants, they are fearless, be- 
cause they are certain in their aim, are used 
to trust their lives to their heavy guns fron^ 
the period of their being able to carry one, 
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and know well that fbr one boor who has 
fallen in hunting a thousand wild animals 
have been slain. During the Caffre war 
three English deserters, ready to die of hun- 
ger, approached the house of a boor. Whilst 
yet at a distance, the boor and his sons taking 
advantage of the letter of a proclamation, 
fired on them without provocation, and laid 
them dead on the spot. ELad the deserters 
been aware of such a reception, and sent a 
musket bullet before them as a messenger, 
even though it had only grazed the thatch 
of the topmost roof, these lion killers would 
in all probability have come out trembling, 
and humbled themselves in the dust before 
their rude guests. 

They mingle in a strange degree great cre- 
dulity, and a desire to be thought very cun- 
ning. They are easily imposed upon, and 
yet they lay profound schemes to overrreach 
others in their bargains ; and to make a good 
bargain is in the Dutch catechism the chief 
end of man. We are frequently tempted to 
think them great fools, and great rogues at 
the same time. 

Ignorance must not be imputed to them as 
ft crime; but they are very ignorant. The 
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is from ^ kind of upper servant in the family, 
whom dacy dignify with the name of mprs- 
ter or master, and who teaches them to read 
and :write. This master is always a foreigner^ 
genescaily a Gemmn, and often a blockbeady 
and possessing not a particle of useful know- 
kdge^ The youBg boors are soon done wit/h 
their education, and then look only after 
their catde and their slaves, and know md 
care for very litde farther. 

Of late a spirit of religion, iindicr th^ 
chape of niethodism, has begun to §pres^ 
anaonjgst them, and it must be confessed ap<» 
pears likely to effect n^aterial and favoi^rable 
alterations in their character wherever it is 
seriously embraced. In the families where 
this sfUTit operates they assemble in the eyenr 
ing to pT9fy and sing psalms^ and I have ^ 
ways noticed that great decency and attention 
' wore kept up, especially if any Englishmw 
who happened to be. present seemed in any 
degree to join in their devotions. Wide may 
this spirit ^read, and happy may its influence ^ 
be ! For though some may deride the narr 
TOW notions of the sect of enthusiasts who 
have given rise to it, let us rather hail it 
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z$ the •dtwniBg of a ^brighter day^ and re- 
joice at any ray of light piercing through 
80 thick a ^oom as the gross and unculti- 
vated miad of aCa{>e boor. 

Their houses a»rc -generally built with mud 
walls on a slight timber frame. Near the 
Cape where wood is scarce the mud predo- 
minates, but as we approach Blcttenbcrg*$ 
Bay timber is used with, a more unsparing 
hmd. Tbe door opens immediately into a 
large room or hall, which generally runs the 
whole depth of the house. Here the family 
breakfast, dine and sup, and h^re in the 
evening many of the slave:S and Hottentots 
bring their mattresses aiMl «kii}S, and sleep. 
In the dav time in one ccwrner of this hall 
stands a small table, and beside it sits the 
mistress of the family with her feet upon a 
Stove, and her knees almost touching her 
chin. In winter thi^ stove is filled with 
charcoal- — in summer it serves the purpose of 
an ordinary stool. Upon the table is a brazen 
urn filled either with coffee or hot water for 
tea, and this continues in use the whole day. 
The floor is a mixture of earth and dried 
cow dung, and over head is the thatch roof 
mth a Hw ]!ar|;e beams for raftens. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 WALKS ANB SKBTeHES 

In another corner stand three or four mus- 
kets of a large bore^ one of which at least is 
generally primed and loaded. Out of the 
hall are doors opening into three or four bed- 
chambers, and this is the whole house. A 
house of two stories is a kind of rarity. Alt 
however are provided with outhouses for their 
slavcsy and kraals or round inclosures formed 
by walls of mud into which the cattle are re- 
gularly driven every night, and counted by 
the boor or his sons as they pass. 

It was once my intention to have added to 
these Sketches a chapter on the Cape, con- 
sidered in a political point of view; but I 
quickly found it to be a subject branching 
out into so many interesting details, that I 
abandoned the idea of attaching such a dis« 
scrtation to a work of a nature like the 
present. Should the Cape ever again fall 
into, and reniiain in our possession, I still in^ 
tend to bring forward my ideas on that sub- 
ject and publish them in a separate volume. 
It will embrace many subjects of our colonial 
policy, particularly relative to slavery, to de- 
pendence on the mother country, and to the 
possibility and the importance of forming a 
white population, a colony of Englishmen 
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speaking our language, and bound to us by 
every tie, on this great angle of Africa. With 
respect to the general political importance of 
this colony, especially to England, it is need- 
less to waste words. It is not necessary that 
a man should undertake a three months 
voyage, and have stood on the top of Tabic 
Land, to be entitled to speak or write of it 
in this point of view. Let him unfold a map 
of the globe, and after considering well the 
relative situation of England to the rest of 
the world ; if he can say that the Cape is a 
place of no political importance, he certainly 
will not alter his opinion by having ocular 
demonstration that its mountains are high and 
its plains sandy. For my own part, opening 
a map of the world I would say, fixing on 
the Cape, " There is an important point, lay 
hold of it." Were it a range of barren rocks, 
a sandy waste, a dead weight, in the eyes of 
vulgar politicians, upon the mother country, 
its situation would with me atone for all. 
, What shall we say then, "when it is discovered 
to be capable of nourishing a vast number of 
men. That it possesses noble forests and, 
that its vallies may be made to abound . in 
corn and wine. Vulgar objections are then 
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borne down ; but tJtie dear and noble minded 
statesman should already have decided inde* 
pendent of these adjuncts. 

One word morjc. To an admirer erf the 
sublioie in Nature, few spots on the sur&ce 
of the globp present such scenes as thp Cape 
of Good Hope. It is not the majesty of 
great rivers rolling towards the ocean, nor 
the more silent grandeur of immense lakes 
resembling inland seas that is to be found 
here. But long, deep, and winding vallies, 
opening oiut as they approach the sea, and 
extensive plains bordered on all sides by high 
mountains, announce that formerly rivers and 
lakes have existed there^. Nay, the nK)un- 
tains themselves by their appear^ce confirm 
the solemn truth, that the changes they have 
undergone are not to be measured by the 
aeras of man, or the limited find s.canty pe- 
riods of his history. In crossing some of 
these mountains the mind is inipressipd with 
sensations similar to those experienced in 
traversing a pile of antient and venerable 
ruins, but infinitely more awfuL The rocks 
appear to decay, as it were with age and wea- 
rincss of upholding themselves for so mapy 
centuries, nor can we help pausing and cal- 
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culating at what period thtj ghait vani^ 
for cvcf from tb^ fecc of the earth* 

If these scenes CovAd awaken socb re^o 
tions in a mind little tinctured with the 
science necessary to the study of maoft*-' 
tainous countriesf^ what must not their efFect 
be on ah enthusiastic disciple of Saossure^ 
imbued with the knowledge and endMral 
with the patience and talents requisite in such 
pursuits? Should such a one peruse these 
pages, I call upon him and with no unfriendly 
voice, to repair to the Cape and give to the 
geological investigation of that singular coun- 
try, his time, his patience, and his talents for 
several years. A few of the general outlines 
have already been traced, but how much yet 
remains to be done? Should he fail in erect- 
ing a monument to his own fame equal to 
that of Saussure among the Alps, let him 
rest assured it will not be for want of ma- 
terials. * 

I cannot conclude without noticing the 
very strong contrast that exists between the 
greater part of the two continents of Africa 
and America. America abounds in immense 
forests, in majestic rivers, and inland seas of 
fresh water. Africa, on the contrary, derives 
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its claims to notice chiefly from chains of 
lofty and craggy mountains whose sides and 
summits are bare of trees; from the deep 
beds of torrents rather than of rivers, which 
rush at times with irresistible fiiry from the 
mountains to the ocean, and in place of 
mediterranean seas^ it presents great desarts 
of sand. 



FINIS. 



C. and R. Baldwin, Printerf* 
Mew firldet-ttrceti London. 
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